Global AgricUlfurdl TRTorm@nion Network

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY
USDA STAFF ANDNOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL US. GOVERNMENT
POLICY

Required Repon - public distribution

Date: 12/29/2017
GAIN Report Number: PAIT0S

Panama

Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards -
Narrative

2017 FAIRS Narrative Report for Panama

Approved By:

Aniia Katial, Agncultural Counselor
Preparcd By:

Arlene Villalaz, Agricultural Specialist

Report Highlights:

The U.5.-Panama Trade Promodion A greement eniered into force on October 31, 20012, and established
simpli fied requiremenis for ithe imponation of U5, food and feed products. Amendiments o this
bilateral agreement have facilitated U.S. beef, beef products and pet food exporis o Panama,
Consumers continue o perceive LS, food products a5 high quality, wholesome and reliable, which has
resulied in a continuous growth in demand. Panama impons 60% of all its agrcubiural product needs
from the United Stases.



ol Laaws:




ADM, and MIDA Besolution No, DAL-274-ADM on BSE and avian diseases,

« AUPSA’s Scientific and Technical Council of Food Safety Resolution No, 002 of May 17, 2013,
by which it modifies the Eesolution No., 001 of February 22, 2007 thai recognizes the
equivalence of the LS, sanitary and phytosanitary sysiems for the imponation of meats, pouliry,
dairy and other products, and contains provisions related (o certiflication requiremenis. With
this amendment of the Annex of the Resolution (0, henceforth there is no need (o use the
Bovine Expont YVerification Program for U5, Beel and Beefl products expons (o Panama

+ AUPSA’s Scientific and Technical Council of Food Safety Resolution MNo. 002 of February 10,
2005, by which it modifies the Resolution Mo, 001 of February 22, 2007 that recognizes the
equivalence of the ULS. sanitary and phytosanitary sysiems for the imponation of meats, pouliry,
dairy and other products, and contains provisions related o centilication requirements. With
this amendment of the Annex of the Resolution (01, henceforth simplifies éxports 1o Panama of
LS. Pet Food containing animal origin ingre dients.

« Executive Decree No. 65 of June 9, 1997 establishes the mandastory Hazard Analysis Critical
Control Point or HACCP for all beefl, dairy and fishery plants for Panama

Complete Lext of these regulatlions may be sccessed by date of publication at this hyperlink of the
CHTicial Garette of Panama.

Besides the above mentioned laws and regulations, the U5 -Panama Trade Promotion Agreement
{TPA) which eniered into force on Ociober 31, 20012, has several chapiers that established new
applicable regulations for ULS. food products exporied o Panama such as the chaplers on Market
Access, Sanitary and Phyviosanitary Mexsures, Technical Barriers 1o Trade, Rules of Origin, and
Intelleciual Propery Rlp.hl-'. amnnp mhen The mnplete text of the TPA can be accessed through this
hyperlink of the U5, Trade Repy Laili ve

Secction I1. Labeling Regui rements:

The label can be in English. There 15 no réquirement for labels o be in Spanish (Anicle 36 of Law 45
of October 31, 2007), except for medicines, agncultural chemacals, oxie products, and food products
that réquire specific instructions or warnings because of risks 1o human health, such as health enhancers.

Article 36 of Law 45 of October 31, 2007 defines labeling requirement as follows:

"It is the responsibilipy of suppliers o consumers:

I- To inform consamters n a olear and truthfil manner, of the charaeterisiics of products oF s mvices
anffe red, snieh ax Phede Rotiee, ©omiposilion, corlents, wel ghl, origi, date of e gpiration, bexdcily,
precautions, price and any other condition, all of which will be prinfed on the label of the ¢ ontaine r or
on the shelves where produets are offered jo consumers, ™

Expiration date and country of origin of ihe product are the most imporiant details that local inspeciors
look for in labels of imporned food products. The Authority for Consumers Protection and Delense of
Competition { ACODECO) routingly inspects supermarkets and smaller stores (mom & pop’s), checking
expiration daies on food producis, Besulis are published in newspapers o wam consumers, Weighi
checks are done mostly on rice and pulses sokd in supemmarkets. ACODECO and MINS A are
empowered o confiscate expired products and 1o fine stores that offer them [0 CONSUMErs.



For didtary products containing Aspariame or Acesullame K, an individual Lbe] in Spanish must stale
that the product contains Phenylalanine, according (o the Executive Decree WNo, 423 of June 12, 1993
and MINSA Resolution No, 11 of July 12, 1994,

Other Specilic Labeling Reguircmenis:

Pouliry products: The Technical Regulation DONTI-COPANIT Mo, 334802007 of the Ministry of
Commerce and ldustry of Panama, General Directorate of Standards and Indusirial Technology,

eciablishes on §is ariicle 7.1.2. Thai the Lbe] musi include:

The statement “keep refri gerated or frozen™ according 1o the case.

Expiration date for the fresh-refrigeraled or frosen product:

Half-life with the legend: "Consume before”™ or "Consurme preferably beliore™

Half-life for the fresh-refrigerated product: not exceading 0w 7 degrees Celsius for & maximum

of 1en {10} days

s  Half-life for the frozen product: o a temperature between 0 and - 18 degrees Celsius for a
muanimum of one (1) year.

«  Date of production.

Milled rice: All milled rice sold in Panmms, sccording 1o the Technical Regulstion DONTI-COPANIT
Nov. 75 of 2002, must be labeled that it contains “no less than 95 pewent of long grain rice”™ for Special
Rice or “no less than 95 percent of medium grain rice™ for Premier Rice.

Dictary supplements and vitamins: 17 a prodect says in the label that it has any (vpe of the rapeutic or
health improvermenl purpose, it neads w gel a cenifed authorization of the Departme nl of Pharmacy and
Drugs of the Minisiry of Health of Panama, before it can be regisierad with AUPSA. All the
documentaion in English must be accompanied with a Spanish translation for the process af MINSA.

Baby lood: Since April 2004, all baby food products, such as infant formula, compleme ntary Tood (it
and vegetable juices, puree), baby boules and pacifiers need w have additional suckers over the product
labels in Spanish and uppercase font that states, “Mother's milk is the best food for infants.” Pansma
issued the Executive Decree 513 of May 14, 2013, and Executive Decree 1457 of October 30, 2012,
Regulating Law No. 50 of November 23, 1995, which protects and promades breast feeding. The new
regulation is applicable for locally produced and imponed products.

Section HL Packaging and Container Regulations:

Panama requires that all products are poc kaged with “food grade materials™, There are technical
regulations issued for specific products (section V1 of this report), which has packaging materials
reqjuire menis,

According (o Ariicle 54 of Law Decree 11 of February 22, 2006, all processed food products For refail,,
hottled or packaged in some form with given name and bramnd, must be registered at the Panamanian
Food Safety Authority (AUPSA), prior to importation. This means that all food products intended for
retail as a final product for direct consumption must be registered prior i importation, sale or trade.



Excluded fromm the above are raw matenals such as fresh meats {which are not packed and read y [or
retaily, fresh vepetables and fresh fruits, grains in bulk loads or in bags, dairy product in bulk boads or in
hags for further processing, ingredients and additives forthe process of a final food product,

For botiled water there is a specific returnable plastic bott le regulation, according to MINSA Resolution
N, 181 of August 10, 2001,

Section 1V, Food Additives Regulations:

Panama adheres (o the Code s Alimeniarius Standards in regards (o food additives as established by
Codex Standard 192- 1995 and other Codex Standards for specific caegories of food products.

There are some specific food additive regulaions:

s Technical Regulation DGNTI-COPANIT (Panama) 08-241- 1998 concerns Deli products (hams,
SAUSAREs .
It is forbidden o use additives in froeen calamari, per Codex Stan 191-1995.
For cooking oil and cook ing falf gressesibulier, the Tood colonng, antioxidants, emalslers,
thickeners, siabilizers and Mavors must comply with the Codex Alimentarius standard.

+ For beverages in powder mixes, it is forbidden wo have eyelamate as an sdditive, as esablished in
Technical Regulation DGNTI-COPANIT (Panmma) 26-399-1999 and in MINSA Decreée No. 56
aof Ociober 18, 1971,

+ All food products must be free of glycerol, sorbito] or propylene glycol, as established on
Panama’s Executive Decree No. 386 of November 30, 2006,

IT a food sdditive is going o be exponied o Panama for the food processing industry, it musi be brought
in through AUPSA s import procedures as described in section IX of this report and with iis specific

Technical Regulitions.
Section V. Pestickdes and Oiher Contaminamnis:

MINSA Executive Decrge No, 467, Irom November 7, 2007, published in Oflicial Garete No. 25932 of
December 4, 2007, diciates the maximum limits of pesticide residues and other contaminants in fruits
and vepetsbles Tor internal consumplion as well as for exports. This rule adopts maximum levels
appliad by the CODEX. the EPA, and the EU, whichever is the lowest. It establishes that the Ministry
of Health will collect samples [rom warehouses and supermarkets, while the Minstry of Agricultural

De velopment will collect samples at fanns. No frequency for sampling is established, and cost of
analysis is charged 1o distributors and imponers,

Panama has a residue lshorstory o analyze food products for pesticides and other contaminants.
Random samples are taken fom imported food products to be lesed ol this lab, which uses USDA
and/or EPA tolerances for pesticides, and has been reviewed by privale consuliants o improve
procedures and effectiveness (activity supported by FAS) In addition, they are applying for IS0
certification,

Section VI, Other Regulations and Beguwire ments:






Complete information {in Spanish language ) may be accessed al the Minisiry of Commeerce and
Indusiry website for Technical Regulations,

Facility and Product Registration Requirements

Al ULS. federally inspected establishments for meats and pouliry are eligible 1o expont 1o Panama. The
list of these can be found at: hitpsfw ww (5 s usda. gov wps/por ald (s 8 opic 8 ins pection/mpi-directory

Panama does nol have lood Tacility regisiration requiremenis Tor the United Swtes a8 was agreed in the
United States — Panama Agreement reganding cénain sanilary and phylosanitary measures and technical
slandards affecting trade in agriculluml products, of December 20, 2006.

The Panamanian Food Protection Authority { AUPSA) is the agency created o oversee all aspects of
food imporiation. In compliance with the bilasteral SPS agreement, they rece ive requests Tor food and
feed products sanitary régistralion and provide answers within 24 hours. This procedure can be mode
ogiline and there are no fees for this service. The submission of documentation as indicated in this
section may be through AUPSA’s website: www suipsa gob.pa which is user friendly but, is in the
Spanish language only,

According to Anticle 54 of Law Decree 11 of February 22, 2006, all processed food products for retail,
baottled oF packaged with g@ven name and brand. musi be regisiered a the Panamanian Food Safety
Authority {AUFPS A, prior o importation. This means that all food products intended for retail as a fnal
product for direct consumption should be registerad before impon ., sale or trade. i.e. alcohol be verages,
snacks, canned food, among others.

Excluded from the above are raw materials such as fresh meats (which are nol packed and ready for
retail, used for food service or food processing), fresh vegetables and fresh fruits, grains in bulk boads or
in bags, dairy product in bulk loads or in bags for funther processing, ingredients and additives for the
process of a final food product.

For food product registration, importers or the exporters must send the following information:
I. Product Name
2. Name and sddress of the product manufacturer, packager, or distributor, as specified on the
label,
3. Product description as stated on the label,
4. Product ingredienis (in descending order by weight) as stsed on the label.
3. For U5, food products either:

a. A Certificate of Free Sale of the product, or any other centificaie issuad by any LS,
federal or siaie or bocal authority within the lasi 12 monihs, such as a Sanitary Certificale
issued by your State authority {Agrculiure or Health), in which certifies that the product
is [t for human consumption and complies with the Sanitary regulations in your Stae. A
list of States authorities can be found at:  hop: wwow.nasda . org'6467 . aspx

b. A Supplier or Manufacmrer’s Declaration (if the produet is for international sales onlv,
not sobd in the United Suses), on company lenerhead, stating that the product is fi for
human consumplion.



6. Bar code scanned of the product,

In sddition, so AUPSA may corroborate the above infommation, il is necessary o send the legible
scanned copy of all lsbels. The ori ginals of such documents shall be presented at the AUPSA's
Regisiry office, within a period of 30 working days,

Food product registration shall remain in effect as long as the information provided remains unchanged.

Other Certification and Testing Reguirements

The cemilicatons thal must accompany shipments are:

HY

b.

For meats and pouliry: a FSIS Expont Certificate of Wholesomeness (FSIS lorm 906(0-5)

For fresh vegetables and fresh fruits, grains in bulk losds or in bags: an APHIS Phytosanitary
Certilicate (PPO) Form 577)

For seafood and fishery products: a NOAA s Health Certificate for fishery products.

For dairy products, olher processed products, mgredients and additives for the process of a lnal
food product: A Certificale of Free Sale of the product, or any olher certificale issued by any
L5, federal or staie or local suthority within the last 12 months, such as a Sanitary Certificate
issued by vour Stale authority (Agnculiure or Health), in which certifies thal the product is fit
for human consumption and complies with the Sanitary regulations in your State, Also, for dairy
products the USDAAMS Sanitary Centificate for Exports of, the USDA/APHIS Export
Cenificate for Animal Products (VS Form 16-4) can be used.

For shell eggs for human consumplion: USDASAMS Disease Free Cemification Statements for
Panama, and USDA/AMS Fresh Shell eggs Grading Certificate for consumption (AMS Form
PY-2108)

For Pet Food: an USDA/APHIS Export Certificate for Animal Products (V5 Form 16-4) with the
additional statements mentioned on Section VIL paragraph ¢ of this repor.

The Inspection, Testmg and Sampling réquire ments are:

Tl 1
|

A compuler-based | mporauon/verification system of AUPSA, known as SISNIA, 15 used @ the
ports of entry in Panama. The SISNIA sysiem allows lor the inspaciors 1o sée when the load wall
arrive, and what kind of wests (microbiological, entomological, chemical, MRL, #tc.) must be
done, The software also allows the general public 1o learn about the impont sanitary
requirements, how much food has been imported and by whom, htpVwww . aupsa gob.pa

Al the ports of entry, shipmenis clearance is based on documenis and physical inspections,
Custoams inspectors also verify the shipment, especially the Customs Declaration Form and the
payment of duties, if applicable,

Frozen and Refrigeraied food products, for physical inspection, are nod opened al the pons of
eniry because of lack of cold siorage Facilities.

Since the ports of entry, especiall y the docks, don’t have refriger fed facilities, the AUPSA
inspectors execute the physical inspection process in the importers” cold storage facilities or at
the processing plant, 1o preserve the cold chain of the food product.

For sampling. a whole box of product is taken from the load for further organoleptic,
microbidogical and wxic residues testing.

A laboratory analysis order i issved for the sample 0 be tested and a cenified GOP laboratory is
s lected for the ieding purposes (i.e., LCRSP, LADIV, LSV, [EA or other).



Section YVIL (viber 5

scilic Standards:




Article 5 of the Agreement establishes that all products contaiming, by weighi, more than 3 percent of
meal have o be accompanied by an F5IS Expont Cenificate of Wholesome ness,

The previous resolulion was modified by AUPSA, afier a re-negolistion with the GOP because Panama
and the United States have the same BSE Risk Status (Negligible risk) recognized by OIE as of May
2013.

The expon requirements for U5, mems and mlmemamcmheI‘mndenghs]uuhtl’nlhwmg
Iml h_p..l'.l'w'.lrwl'-m uuggm.n’u. 5 1 E s/ nlernations|-allai :

In addition w the above, each shipment must be accompanied by the following documenis:
1. Copy of the Import Notification Form, filled in the web site of the Panamanian Food Safety
Authority
Copy of the commercial invoice of the product.
. Customs pre-declaration.

e b

Import Requirements for US, Pet Food to Panama

In June 2004, pet food certification requirements were simplified following an exchange of letiers
between USTR and the Pmnmmmn H’nmne.-ﬁ of Agnr:uh:re Hﬂlh and Cnn'unm T]m agreement
entered inio force through 2 . v R i X

2 of February 10, 20035, by whu:h i nuilﬁad Eesolution No. D01 of February "-‘2 Eﬂl]? mal
recoginizes the equivalence of the U.S. sanitary and phyiosanitary s ystems for the imporaton of meals,
pouliry, dairy and other products, and contains provigons relsied o cerification requirerments. With the
amendment of the Annex of the Resolution 001, U5, pet food exponts 1o Panama containing ani mal
origin ingredients were greatly simplified.

The revised additonal cenification stalements on USDA APHIS expon certificates that accompany
LS. shipmenis of pet food containing animal orgin ingredients 1o Panams are:
. The products may be freely sold in the United States as pet food.
2. Dry, semi-moist, and dehyd rated pet food products wene subjected during processing o a heat
temperature designed o ensure the destruction of pathogenic agents harmful to animals,
3. Canned pet food producis have been reated in hermetically seabed containers with an Fh ol 3.0
or more,
4. The product has been hyvgienically handled and packed in clean containers made of impermeable,
hermetic, and sirong malerials that are sufficient o protect the product from environmenial
contamination and safeguard comme rcial sterility oblained during thermal processing.

Specilic Import Regquirement For Table Stock Potatoes:

AUPSA requires an addivonal certification under the Phviosanitary Expon Cenificate (issued by the

Animal and Plam Health Inspecion Service { APHIS)) for sprout inhibitor applications on shipments of
LS. wable stock polatoes. In order o meet this requirement, APHIS recommends that shippers provide
a "Packer Allidavit™ stating that a sproutl inhibitor application on shipments of U_S. 1able siock potatoes



has been given s part of the shipping documentation,

Potsioes must be free of the following pests and musi be stated in the Additional Declarations line of the
Phyviosanitary Expont Cenificate: Ditvienchus destrucior, Ditylenchas dispaci, Phithormaea opercale i,
Pratdenchus penetrans and Tylenchodhynchus clayiond, Also it needs o be produced in a free area of
potato purple top (except for polatoes From State of Washington} or apply anti sprout fumigation. Per
AUPSA s Resolution AUPSA-DINAN-028-2013,

Specific Import Requirement for Onjons:

On July 8, 2016, Panama notified w the Workd Trade Organization (WTO) Technical Barners w Trade
(TBT) Commitiee the Noti lication G/TBT/N/PAN86 regardin g Lhe technical regulation DGNTI-
COPANIT 52-2016, establishing the new quality requirements for fresh onions.

This technical regulation includes a restriction that the onbons must be sobd within 120 days of s
harvest, éven il the product s refrigerated. The regulation also includes specilic packaging and labeling
materials, among other requirements for sampling and westing by the Panmmanion Food Safety Authority
{ALIPSA).

Import Requirement for Third-Country Food Products Coming from the United Stakes

Third-country Food products coming from the United States o Panama are considered by AUPSA as a
re-eaporied or transshipped product. Therefore, the shipment must be asccompaniad by the plotocopy of
the sanitary of phyiosanitary cemificaies from the countries of origin. This requiremeni also applies for
sanitary registration of the third-country food producis. The special regulisions for U.S. food product
registration are nol applhcable.

For the imporation of rice (Orviea saniva L} milled, packaged or re-packaged for human consumption
and for for processing originating in Asia, coming fom the United Suates of America, the shipment
must be accompanied by a phylosanitary expon or re-¢ xpon certificate, issued by USDA-APHIS with
ithe following additonal dec laraions:

I. The rice has undergone a process of inspection and sampling, and during the swrage period in
the United States of America, the grains were nol éxposad 1o the risk of pest infestation or
infection or pollutants.

2. The rice comes free of live insects of any kind, as well as other biologicals, chemicals and
physical contaminanis, including soils,

3. The phyviosanitary expon or re-export certificate must include an additional stalement certifving
thaut the rice Mree of Trogodemisag groamam umt,

Import Requirement for Commercial Samples of Food Products, Tor Personal Consumption, Food
Ald Donations and Special Events;

In sccordance with impon requirements published on Resolution AUPSA-DIN AN-D35-2016, for
commercial samples of food products, for personal consumplion, food aid donations and special evenis
{such & pastronomic exhibitons, tastngs and embassy evenis), food products can only be imported il
they have been processed and pre-packaged o minimize the potential health andfor phytosanitary risks,
and only non-processed foods from eligible countriés recognizéd by AUPSA can be imporied. Food



producis for commercial samples, personal consumplion, special events and donations do nol reguine
sanitary regisiration of the product in AUPSA,

The following documentation must be presented o the port of eniry in Panama (lerresirial border,
airporis and maritime poris);
. Impon Prior Notificaion Form with the signature of approval by AUPS A,
2. I the importers are out of the country o the tme of application, an e-mail can be sent o
normaks @ aupsagob.pa with the Import Prior Notification Form scanned requesting the
authori zaion for the imporation. Form in Spanish is altsched
3. Sanitary or Phyosanilary Expont Cenification nodarized. Also, a Free Sale Cenificale or a
Sanitary Cenificate issusd by the state authority {Agriculwre or Health), in which cenifies that
the product is il for human consumption and complies with the Sanitary régulations in your
State. A listof states authorites can be found at: hupdfwww nasda org/ 6467 aspx
4. Payment of $2.00 for venficaton of commercial samples of food products, and for personal
consumpion. The paymeént must be musde through National Bank of Panama, Checking Acoount
No. 01000010403 1. A National Bank of Pansma s located at the Tocumen Intermational Airport.

The following are exemp to request the above authomization, based on article 3 of Resolution AUPSA-
DINAN-O21-2014:

13 = Gums, resins and other vegetable saps and extracts
15 = Animal or vegetable Fs and oils

17 - Sugars and sugar confectionery

I8 - Cocoa or ils preparaions

19 - Preparations of cereals, fMour, eic.

20 - Preparations of Vegetables, fruit plants

22 - Drinks, spirits and vinegar

25 - Mineral products

28, 30, 32, 34 - additives used for food processing

29 - Organic Chemicals

33 - Essential Oils and Resinoids

15 - Swarches and swrch products

The maximum allowasble amounis authorized for importing food products for commercial samples and
persond consumption (if a greater amount is required, the importer shall request the Import Prior
Mot ifsc ation Form suthorization for the importation fnmm AUPS A):
o«  Commercial samples: up to 5 kilograms or its equivalent in volume by product.
» Personal consumpiion: up o 20 Kilograms or its equivalent in volume, in wial per person.
+  Dietary Supplements for personal consumplion: up o 3 kilograms or ils equivalent in volume, in
ioial per persod.

If the above requirements and documentation that accompany food products (in case an AUPSA s
Import Prior Notification Form authorization is needed) are fulfilled, the inspection procedure is
immediate and on-sie.

Import reguirement for shell eggs Tor human consumption:
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According (o Resolution AUPSA-DINAN-D02-2002 of January 16, 2002, imporiers masi inform
ALUPSA electronically, through the Import Notification Form, in a minimum of 48 hours prior o the
arrival of products (o the point of entry, and no more than 60 days prior o the arrival,

LUipon arrival of a shipment to the point of entry into the country, the depanure shoukd be supporied with
the following documentation:

i Impon notfication form.

b. Cenificate issued by the official authority of the country of ongin, acoording 1o the (ype of Tood.
For processed foods, which are packaged with a wrademark, a copy of the Cenificate of Free Sale
andfor Safety or equivalent must be submined, siating that the food 15 i for human
consumplion. For foods of plant origin, give their degree of processing (malting, roasting,
drying oven, milled, parboiled, others) which do not require any form of phytosanitary control,
including raw materials, a Health Centificate or equivalent should be presented.

¢} Product’ s cenificale of origin
d) Copy of the product’ s commercial invoie
&) Pre-customs or customs declasstion,

Section VIIL Copyright and/or Trademark Laws:

On April 23, 20013 the Ministry of Commerce and Indusiry of Panama through the General Directorate
of Indusirial Propeny Registration, regisiered @ the Bulletin Mo, 297 of 2003 (atached in Spanish) a
toial of 112 Geographical Indications (GE), Designations of Origin (DO and Indications of Origin from
the European Union. including but nod limited o dairy products, such as "Provolone Valpadana®,
"Fontina", "Gorgonzola” and "Parmigiano Reggiano™, among other products.

The Panamanian Copyright Law (Law 64 of Ocober 10, 2002) is based on the World Intell ectual
Propery Organization (WIPO) model. It modernizes copynght prodection in Panama, provides for
payment of royalies, faciliies the prosecution of copyrght violalors, and makes copyright
infringement a felony. The Copyright Office is drafting improvements o the Copyright Law 1o
implement the new WIPO treaties, 10 raise penalties for infractions and 10 enhance border measures.

The Industrial Property Law (Law 61 of October 5, 2012) provides 20 years of patent protection from
the date of filing. This Law also provides trademark protection, simplifies the process of regisiernng
trademurks and makes them rénewable [or ten-yvear periods. T grants ex-ofTic o authonty o government
apencies o conduct investigations and 1o seize mualerials suspectad of being counterfeited. The
Trademark Registration Office has undenaken significant modernization with a searchable
compuiericed daiabase of regisiered trademarks that is open to the public and is remotely acce ssible o
customs officials, among others, This facilitates the inspection and investigation process considerably.

The legal framework for the protection of inelleciual property rights (TPR) in Panama has improved
significanily over the pasi decade, The povernment passed an Anti-Monopoly Law in 1996 mandating
the creation of commercial courts o hear anti-trusi, patent, rademark, and copyright cases exclusively,
Two district courts and one superior tribunal began (o operate in June 1997 and have been adjudicating
inie lectual property disputes. In January 2003, the GOP designated an IPR-specific prosecutor with
national authority, which has consolidated and simplified prosecution of those cases.



This Industrial Property Law of 2012 establishes on the Panamanian Legal system the Geographical
Indications, Designalions of Origin, and Indicsions of Origin, However, IPR impleme nling e gulal ions
or applications, and protection of Regulaiion of use are pending, specifically regarding compound ierms
that include generic terms and specific geographic indications, because the GOP is siill undergoing

inte rnal consultaions,

The TPA provides for improved standards for the protection and enforcement of a broad range of

inke lleciual property rights, which are consistent with ULS, fandards of protection and enforcement and
with emerging international standards. Such improvements include siaie-of-the-ar prodections for
digital products such as ULS. sofiware, music, exi and videos; stronger protection for ULS. patents,
irademarks and test data, including an electronic system for the registiraton and manienance of
trademarks; and funher deterrence of pimcy and counterfeiting. Panama is a member of the World
Intelleciual Propery Organization (WIPO), the Geneva Phonograms Convention, the Brussels Satellite
Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention, the Bern Convention for the Protection of Literary
and Artistie Works, the Pans Convention for the Prodecuon of Indusinial Property, and the International
Convention for the Protection of Plant Varieties, In addition, Panama was one of the first countries o
ratify the WIPO Copyright Treaty and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty, although the
GOP has yet 1o introduce implementing legislation to put these treaties fully into force in Panama and 1o
eslablish new offenses, such as those needed for miemet -based copyright violations and 1o enhance
border measures,

LUinder the TPA, Panama would be obligaed o ratily or accede o the Patent Cooperation Trealy, the
Convention Relating to the Distribution of Program-Carryving Signals Transmitied by Satellite, and the
Budapest Trealy on the International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes of
Fatent Procedure by the date the TPA eniers into force. Panama accede the International Convention for
the Prodeciion of New Varieties of Plants on November 22, 200 2; and the Trademark Law Treaty, which
entered into force on Seplember 7, X012,

Panama’s legal system provides for a trademark protection regime, which includes a simplified process
of trademark registration, and the ability 1o renew a trademark for 10-year periods.

All the copyrighis andlor Trademarks must be registered al the General Direcioraie for Industrial
Propery Registration of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry of Panama. A Panamanian Attorney
must submil the e gistration documents, with a Power of Anomey of the applicant.

Section IX. Import Procedures:

Panama s food and fead trade moves through the Balboa port in the Pacific and the Atlantic poris of
Manzanillo, Cristobal, Colon Container Terminal and Evergreen (these three ports are located at Colon
city) which are managed by transnational companies. The Tocumen International Airport handles the
bulk of Panama’s air cargo.

With AUPSA's Resolution No, 03 1-AG-2015 and No. 032-A0-2015 of May 25, 2015 ésiablishing new
requirements for the Regigration of Importers into their Data Base and the minimum time o make the
Prior Motification for Imports (60 days); an Importer or User can be registered at AUPSA’s Imports



Motifcations 5ystem, known as SISNIA, only if it has an Operations Certificale and has an siorage or
warehouse Facility for the impored products, Transkmed Resolutions atached.

Food Producis amd Animal Feed

Panamanian repulastions allow companies and individuals to impont directly with no inlerve niion from
agents or distributors, However, it is preferable to work with a customs agent (broker) or an “im porns
expediter” that has experience in importing food products.

Step 1: All processed food products for retail, bottled or packaged in some form with given name and
brand, must be regisierad al the Panamanian Food Safety Authority (AUPSA ), prior 1o imporalion, &S
explainad in section VI paragraph b of this report.

Step 2: All importers must submit o0 AUPSA an Impont Prior Notification form at lkeast 48 hours ahead
when the shipment will armive o Panama. SISKIA is the online sysiem of AUPSA where imporers can
upboad the requested information. In order 1 upload the information the imporier mus submit 1o
AUPSA the necessary documentation o prove they are legally established.

Step 3: Atthe Port of Entry in Panama, the imporier shall present these documents, which are going Lo
be checked for compliance :

|. Copy of Impon Notilication form, submitied on Internet at the AUPSA web sie:

huip: fiw w w.aupsa. gob. panotificaciones/ . The notificalion must be submitled, o a minimum of 48
hours prior to the armival of the product at a port of entry.

2. I the Centificale of Free Sale of the product, or any other centificae ssuad by any U_S. federal or
state authority, or a Supplier / Manufac turer °s Declaration [1] , was not submid ited of the moment of the
Food Product Registration [2] , then a copy of any of the above cenificales must be presented at the Por
of Entry in Pansars,

3. Packing List of products.

4, Certificate of Origin (where approprisie [3] )

5. Copy ol commercial invoice of the product.

6. Pre-Cudtoms Declaration

Step 4: AUPSA conducts inspection, lesting and sampling on impored food products, mainly in fresh
or refrige rated fond products, looking for contminanis, for example: live regulated pesis, E, coli,
Salmonella, heavy metals and Listeria See section VI paragraph ¢ of this report for more details,

Step 5: I the shipment is cleared, it is released to be imported. I is not cleared, due to findings of any
contaminants, AUPSA will notif v the imporier about which mitigation measune will be applied or if the
shipiment musi be rejecied for importation inio Panama,

YT AUPSA Fas beent acorping during the kst 3 vears it accondance with fie U8, — Paname SPETBT Equdralence

Agres menl .IF-I'I!"JI.H Do b v, 2000, lrr!lh:pp.l'mr T .*-ﬁlr:.uﬁuiu.rn Dew farilion wien The pr.l..dli.']’ B .rwl'..l"m.f.\' srled fon B
U dernbory, smeanuing Dl iy proddneed S fafermedional Sales only. 8 e fosod prodac T is freely sold invide e 05
drerrifory, thern any U8 fralerad, slate o lover] oo bend cactlority shaady (ssuee o cerfification. siatng Sl B procac§ i Ji



S Fraurmerr eorevsmgritov, anid IF bats bein proclsced i complioner witl the 105, healih sy for food mangfacturing.

I AUPSA lnsweed the Bgont Requriremens Re soboion monber A UPSA - INNAN-077- 3009 exrablishing thar when the
Cerdficote wf Free Sale dx pre vened curdng prroducy regiaration, o does met need to e presented with each shipmen,

M Moy cenificate ivsued by a U8, fedenmd, state or local compelent aghorsy, i luting the Cenificate of Free Safe,

e rally inadfcates Surl dor prochieet (v memfacfiored G e Dnibed! Serdes, or v eniginated (o the Dnited § ke ollier atie s
i "Coumfry of Grimn: Unfod Statcs”, When the oriifficaic docs mad indicaicr any artmin af i proghet, then AUPEA s
b gpecior af te Por of Enry, mary or mary ol regoe 58 for a Cerifioare of Ol gin, b eavicre thal the prodia s froom e
Umiked Starex. Alie, a Cenlfcate of Origin ix necessary when lmporting iwder o tardff rae guota or wder a Targf
preferen bl treciment af the U5 — Pamoma Frode Promotien Agreemend, which is enforoed sinee Ocisber 21, 2012

MNon-Food Animal and Plant Products

The Agricubtural Quarantine Directorate of the Ministry of Agriculural Development is the agency in
charge of this category. They have a list of require ments for specific products, which may change at
any moment due o phytosani tary concerns thal may arise. Applicants must fill oul & form reguesting a
Phviosaniary License, Procedures must be done in person and in the Spanish language. Information
may be accessed al: www mida gob pa go o) Cuarentenag Agrop, then go o) Solicitud de Importacion,
O contact the Executive Direcior of Agriculiural Quarant ine {contact data below on Appendix [of this
report),

Appendix 1. Government Regulatory Agency Contacts:
Panamanian Food Safety Authority (AUPSA)

Mational Directorate of Food Imports Regulations

Ricardo J. Alfaro Avenue, Sun Towers Mall, 2* Floor. Office No. 70
Panama City, BEepublic of Panama,

Telephones: (307) 522-000, or 522-0042

Fax: (507) 522-0014

Website: www.aupss gob.pa

Ministry of Agriculiural Development (MIDA)

Executive Directorate of Agriculiural Quarantine

Curundo Heighis. Manuel E. Melo Street. Building 577, ground Moor
Panama City, Bepublic of Panama.

Telephone: (507) 232-5340

Fax: (507) 507-0877

Website: www milagob pa

Ministry of Health (MINSA)
Food Protection Depariment



Ancon, Culebra Street, Building 253, ground foor.
Panama City, Republic of Panama,

Telephone: (307)512-9180

Fax: (307} 512-9114

Websile: www.ninss gob. pa

Mational Authority of Customs (ANA)

Curundu, Dulcidio Gonzalez Avenue, building 1009
Panama Cily, Republic of Panmma,

Telephone: (307) 506-7484

Fax: (307) 506-6240

Website: www.ans gob. pa

Ministry of Commerce and Industry {MECT)

Ceneral Direciorate for Indusirial Properiy Regisiration
Ricardo 1. Alfaro Avenue, Plaza Edison, 2™ floor,
Panama City, Republic of Panmma,

Telephones: (307} 5360-0705 or 560-07K extension 2105

Website: www.digerpigob pa

Ministry of Commerce and Industry {MECT)

Technical Regulations Department and Codex Alimentanius Focal Point
Ricardo 1, Alfaro Avenue, Plaza Edison, 3 floor,

Panama City, Republic of Pansma,

Telephones: (507) 560-0600 & xiension 2389, or 560-0716

Website: www. mici.gob.pa

Appendix IL Oiber Import Specialist Contacts:

Association of Traders and Distributors of Food and similar of Panama (ACOVIPA)
Ricardo J, Alfare Avenue, Century Tower Plaza

Panama City, RBepublic of Panama

Telephone: (507) 236-2459

Website: hupoliacoviparetail org/

Industrial Union of Panama (Sindicato de Industriales de Panama)
Ricardo J. Alfaro Avenue, Building "Ricardo Galindo Quelquepen”
Panama City, Republic of Panama

Telephone: (507) 230-0169

Website: www.indusitiales.org



