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Dz adline for Signups of Popular NRCS Finandal Assistance Programs Approaches

BOISE, ID = November 20, 2013 = The Idaho Natum| Resources Comenation Service reminds prod soers that
appleations for the Enviroame ntal Quality Incentives Pregram ([EQIP) are due December 20, 2013, forfeml year 2014
funding. Applica tiors for the Agricultural Water Enhancement Proge m (AWEP | Wikd life Habitat Incentive Progra m,
and the 5gil Health and 5 ge-Grouse nitiatives are also due.

“EQIF Ea populr program thatcan help agricultural producers with conse nation projects or ma ne gement changes
they want to ma ke on their lands,” said e ff Bursell, iIdaho NRCS Sate Conservationist. "Fortunate ly, NRCS is still
authorized o offer these prog mms throsgh 2014

Additionally, Idaho NRCSzet aziele funds for conservathon practices an non- ind ustrial private forest lands,

AWEP funds activities t hat contribute to s usta ining the Eastern Snake Plain Aguifer. Farmers can apply for AWEP
funding for practioes that: reduce the a mount of irfigation water drawn from the aguifer; convert fields to dry land
farming: grow crops with bwer water requirements; comvert from using irriga tion welk to surface water; and, modify
irrigation systems to mprove wa ter delivery.

The 5oil Health Initiative enomourges producers to adopt certain consenation practices to improve their soil. This
statewide initiative started last year to help reduce wind and wateremsion issves by increasing soil healith.

The Sage-Grouse Initative provides technicala nd fima nelal suppart to landowners that wa nt to restore sage-grolsEe
habitat an their land. Enhancing sage-g muze habitat a nd mngeland conditions can benefit sustainable rmnching.

“We accept applications for these programs ona continuous b sis, howewver anly the applications received by
Dacember 20 will be coreidemd for funding this fiscal year,” said Burwell, Fordetailson these programs as well as
@ Bgikility require ments, stop by your bbcal USDA service center or visit MRCS anline at

hittp /fwww idnres usch gov/ programs/

s

USDA isanequal opportunity provider and empleyer. Te filke a complaint of decrimination, write: USDA, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., W, Washington, DC 20250-94 10
orcall [B66) 632-9952 (Tall-free Customer Service), (B00) B77-8335 (Lo | or Federal relay), (865) 377-8642 |Relay
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