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Government Affairs Report &y Far Kok

The guiding polieies of the fedem | goverament in relatio nship to agriculture are those =&t forth in the kegizslation
kncwn as the Farm Bl Congres i suppesed to adopt a new Farm Bill every 5 (fave ) yeare. Gridlock in Washington
D.C. iz all we hear about right now, and pazssage ofa new Farm Bill could beoome a victim of the curfent political
impasse. However, Idaho's two U5, Senators, along with 42 of their colleagues, have signeda ktter o Senate

leade rship requesting that the bi-pa tisan Farm Bill passed from the Senate Agriculture Committes, be given time for
debate and a vote on the Senate floor. IPCis pleased to have worked with cur Senators and their sta ff in preparing
and supporting the Etter below.

Dear Majoriry Leader Reid and Republican Leader MeConnell:

With aur conxfant forus on gob creation, we wrile fo urge vou o schedule foor consideration af
the "Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs Act off 200 2"as soon as possible. The bill takes steps 1o
reduce the deficit and decrease government spending by 323 hillion. W passed the Senate
Commitiee on Agricilture, Nutrition and Forestry on April 26 with a bipartisan vote of 16 io 5
This setx an example of how Senators can come fogether in a bipartisan way to craft meaningful,
ver fiscally responsibie, policy.

We believe there is strong support in the full Senate to consder the bill in a fair and open manner
that allovws Senatnrs e e iy Ao rr!;i"-'r amendments, Curreni authoriiies fi’lr f'u e rixk

R e nid, rariritnon,  consenaion, u.lr.r.l' ra-r.l':.rr ;F;er =il progroms are sof o .rlrpfn-' att e -'m." .rl;lr
iy v, .-1r'|'.-u'-,l'1.l|_-;" i the Uinited Stafex Burean .rlllr Econonue Analvxs, meardy 16 moillfon fraﬁ1
are related fo agriculure.  But, federal farmm policy mpacts more than those direcily mvalved i
agricilre or living i rural areas. We need o0 act soon o complete a farm bill in X0 2 and
provide cerfainiy for farmers, machers, ol communities, other dokeholders, and all Americans.

We very much appreciale your recogrinion of e need for tmely action on the farm bill,

Agriculture Featured in Julia Davis Park Renovation

This edition of the Potato Pulse a ko featuresanarticle by Diane Davis Myklegard describing the exciting cha nges
underway at Julia Davis Park indowniown Bobe. This effort & partof an outreach campaign by the kaho Agricukure
Community to help urban Idahoans conmect with theirsource of food. IFC has joined with the other Idaho
agriculture organimtions to support this effort

Every year more than | million people vistt Julia Davis Park, nawed for the wiffe of Tome Davis, a %0
contury agricuiure entreprencwr,  Tom helped plat the city of RBoive and filed for the first water mght in
Faho, Like today 's producers, Tom awd Kilia recognized that Idahe was a great place for agriculture

Lured west by gold fever in the early 1860%, Tom and his brother, Frank, soon realized their flgure forune
lay in agriciliure insiead of precions metals, Frank fainded one af Idaho s first daivies mear State and 2isr
Srrecis in Boise, Tom s vision was fo grow fresh frur and vegctables fo supply miiners in the Boise Basin, the
avhee Mownfaing, and bevord, In 1864, Town jowrneved o Portland, Oregon, and retumed with 4 000 Red
June aqpple treex, wivich he planted in orchards between Frone Sireet and the Boixe River,



In 107, Tom donated the riverside orchard land to the City of Boise for ity first public park. It was to be
mamed for his beloved Julia who had died that vear.

In X607, Julia Davis Park colebrared its I anniversary, EBcking off a six-year renovation program to
update park facilities and meet the needs of 215t centuryvigitors. A sgnificant part of this renovation
inchided a_focus on Idaho's bi geest industry, agriculaire.

In October af 200 1, the Devis Fannly and Mayvor David Bie ter hoxted the riblvan- curting and dedicanon of
the Agriculture Povilion and Make Your Mark Plasa. Asof May I, 2002, the mew re stroom s and pavilion
have apened o the pablic. b fuly, engraved sandvione pavers will be lawd i the plazo paving trbute o the
agricalinral donors who helped make this vision o realify.

Built imto the pavilion will be q map identifving Haho's 152 commodities. Alio, the Ada Couniy Farm Bureai
hax sponsored the development of an Apple “app ™ which will be an interactive educationa! tool for adulis
and children to aceexs via smariphone and website to enhance their visit i the park, Local artixt Ward
Hooper is working on the design for a history walk that will make its way through the Make Your Mark
Plaza, telling the story of Kaho agricatere through important dates and facts,

In no other capital ciry in the United Statex is an agriculural expression ax rich as this found in an wrban
park. The Davixes came to Boixe fo mrake thir mark; foday vour mark com join Bheirs o8 @ permanent
represerdation of vaiir family s contribwion to Idale ‘s agricilimre indisiey,  The valwe i priceless; the
opportunty o leave such a legacy happens only onee in a lifetime, A lmited amount of space is avalable m
the Make Your Mark Plaza Make vour mark today!

For more information on how fo make your mark contact: Diane Davis Myldepgard ar 208-344-5522 or by
enatl af diane @ juliadavispark org. Addittonal information and pictures can be found at



