IDAHO POTATO PULSE
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President's Report By Fank Muir

Recently the United States Potato Boand (USPB) released the results of its X011 Attitudes and Usage Study (ABLU)and
the findingsa re extremely positive for the entire industry.

In summary, consumers are eating mane potatoes than they were several years ago and most impaortanthy, their
negative attitudes toward potatoes have shifted dramatically.

| wa nted to t2 ke a moment to recognize the keaders hip roke the Idaho® potato growers, shippers and processors
took during the height of the Atkins craze, one of the mast challe nging battles the industry has ever fought. | believe
yourongoing support of the IPC's b ndmark nutrition campaign, whic h was follewed in suit by the USPEand other
potE o-g mwing states, played a pivotal role in changing consumers’ negativea ttitudes about potatoes.

The chart below, “Net Negatives,” was included in the USPBES AR Studyand depicts the change inconsumars’
negative attitudes towanrd potatoes over the last seven years. & you cansee, negative impressions of potatoes were
atallall-time highof 35% in 2004 due to the popularity of the Atkins Diet Inthe fallof 2003, tocombat the low-ca b
diet craze, the IPCchanged its ma rketing strategy and bunched an integrated, nutrition-focused television
advertising campaign in ma jor markets along with a national public elations program. The IPC enlisted Denise Austin
asthe ldaho® potato spokeswoman and began communica ting the imporance of including ldaho® pota toes in your
diet in order to maintaina healthy lifestyle. The result Net nega tives began to drop and then stabilized for four
yEars.

In 2007, the IPC signifcantly incmased its advertizing budget [asa result of an daho industry-supported tan increase )
and for the first time sta ried airing its television comme rcials fea turing DenEe Austin nationally. The result: The net
negatives declined at an acce kerated rate and today are at the ir lowest kevel (18% )in more thana decade.
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LUSPE's 2011 Attitudinal Survey: Net Negatives
The A 8L study was designed to assess and track potato attitudes and usage among L.5. female heads of ho useholds.



Whilke many facto rscontributed to the decline in Met Negatives, the IPC's nutrition -foc used advertising and public

relations programs have been the most significant and consktent over the past seven yea rs incommunicating the
health and nutrition benefitsof pota toes to coreumers.

| know we are all relieved that low-carbdiets amnt gene e ting headline newsamymone. However, let us not forget
how quickly and easily a fad such as a diet can cripple an entire industry. That & why it's mome important than ever
that we continue with the same stre ngth and tenacity to communicate all the nutrtional benefits of potatoes and
even more importa ntly, remind consumers to a3 bvays kook for the "Grown in Idaho®" seall,

| greatly apprecis te all your continued efforts and support.

Government Affairs Report &y Fat Kok

Az outlined below, the effort to keep pota e inschool feading prog rame s extremely importa nt. Flea & @ ke the
time to go te thewe beite sy, potatoesinee oo l.oom and tell USDA to da the right thing.

There are many ather impotant issues what we are working on as well. Ceady the reduction in federal and state
funds will equire all of us to re-evaluate cur prierities. We will continue to work to advance industry priarities in a

res ponsible manner,

Industry Relations Report by Todd Cornelison
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The following excempt was sent out by the N BC:
The time has come to stand up for potatoes, and every one of us needs to do it

‘We all believe the health of our natlon's children |2 a top priority. Meals served to children (n schools are a core
component to the nutrition ava ilable inthe United States. Howewver, the U S0DA has recommended the reduetion of

certain vegetables, induding potatoes, inschook, The proposed rule on Nutrition 58 ndards in the National School
Lunchand 5hool Breakfast Progm ms would limit the weekly se rvings of potatoes, com, peas and lima beans toa singhe
cup inschool lunches a nd would eliminate all these vegeta bles inschool brea kasts,

Taking potatoes out of schools iswrong for kide The USDA proposal i based onoudated data about the pota o
products se rved in schools and k inco nsistent with the recommenda tione of the 2010 Dietary Guidelines. If the current
proposed guidelines are implemented, they could have serbo = unintended nutritional conzeque nees that would red vee

rather than inc rease vegetable coreumgtion.
The potato industry needs to unite and ta ke action TODAY.

Submit your cwn comments to S0DA,

Diseuss thie important Ezue with your local school districts, school foodse rvice directars, PTA or parents
afga niza than

Contad your o | medis with thie infematon

Tell your doctors, nutritibnkt, anyone ane who mig ht be concerned about the hea lth of oday’s schoal
childrmen.

The more voices USDA hears in suppont of keeping potatoes inschools, the more kel they are to listen.

I'm making thiseasy foryou. VER waww, PotatoesinSe hoo k.com (arclick the link be lw) and go to the tab labeled: "Tell
US0A: KEEP POTATOES IN SCHOOLS." There you will find links & comment forms, @ mple comment ketiers, relevant
factz about potato nutrition and a list of activities on how to spread the word,
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June
10
14-15
2224

11-14
2627
25-31

United af idahs Board WMeeting, kaha Falls, 1D

IG5A Spring Swing, Mesquite, NV

IGE5A Board Meeting, Mesquite, NV

IPC Mesting, Eagle, 1D

Lean Manufacturing for Produce Packers Seminar, Ida bo Falls, 1D (Signup requied )
MASS Re port: Stoc ks and Processing to April 1L

United Fresh Annua | Comeenison, Mew Orlea ne, LA

IPC Meeting, Eagle, ID

MASS R port : Stoc ke and Proce=ing to May 1.

Annual IPC Ma mthon, Boise, 1D

USPB Webinar; Eliminating Barriers to Fresh Potato 5 les, Noon-1:30 p.m, C5T

HASS Re port: Stoc ks and Precessing to June 1.
IFC Meeting, Eagle, ID
HPC Summer Mesting, Grand Forks, ND

USPB Summer Meeting, Columbus, OH
IFC Meeting. Eagle, ID
FMWA Foodservice Convention, Monte rey, CA



