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On October 7, 2011 an announce ment was made regarding a new potato dieease found inldahe. It E called Zebra
Chip. This deease E @ uzed by a bacterivm (Liberbacier)that is transmitted by Potate Poyllids. Thie dizea se has been
amund for numerous years, traditio na lly plaguing southern U S potato fiekds. In S ptember it was found inthe
Columbia Bazinel OR and WA and has now keen confirmed in idaho. Altho ugh resea ch has been done over the st
sevem |l years there k stilla bt we do not knowa Bout this diseaze and pey llid movement.

Tuber mamples of sewe ral varietes wene oo llec ted in Jerome and Twin Falk counties during the last two weeks, Plase
sow the photos below for reference, Zebm Chip awmes nec ot flecking in the flesh of the tuber similar to net

nec rosis but the symptomsextends throughout the kength ofthe tuber, When dissased tuber tissues are fried the
disease causes severe darkening in both chips and fries. Because symptoms can be seen in uncooked tiss ues, the
disease isa concern for both fresh a nd process pota toes. One interesting thing to note is that typically infected
tukers will not sprout.

Samples may be submitted to the University of Idahe forverification. S mples can be wken to your county extension
office or @ ken directly to Phil No e (idaho Falls B &E Center, 208-525-8376), Mike Thomton (Parma R & E Center,
208-712-6M 1) or Nora Olsen [Twin Falls R & E Center, 208-7 36-3600). We can either confirm it from visual symploms
of will zend it aff forvedfication. Plesze note the county and variety with the za mple. No nesed 1o keep samplescood
now that the weather has cha nged but do kee p them from freezing. Place cut tubser ina plastc bag with insulbition
amund & and fed ex o one of us, Avoid s&nding on Frichy since the sa mple may be left out unprotectsd, Quest ions
can be directed to Phil Mo lte at the above number,

We will keep you posted on the progress of this diease in Idaho. The good news is that of the fields identified as
infected to date, the incidence of infected tubers has been extremely kow. We should also note that potato peyllids
am not known to overwinter in the northem US, so their presence may be a transient problem related to the unusual
weather pattern during 2011, We areallcurrently ona steep lea ming curve a nd need to work together to identify
the scope of this problem and the best way ©o manage it.

Additonal information can be found at htt rillifeo rg) zebrac b
Phil Hale, Mike Thomton and Nora Olsen, U nive ity of ldaho,

Photo 1. Look forinterm | flec king simikar to net nec rosis but it will be throughout the tuber, not just the stem end,
Some varieties may show an extermal symptomofa Hackened area around the stolonattac hment but do not depencd
upon this symptom to be present. Tube s must be cut to see the visus | necrosis. This photo was taken of RBusset
Norkota h.



Photo 2. Look for the necrosis throug hout the tuber as seen below.




