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President's Report sy rank Mui

The IPC has been working with ma ny industry groups to reso e the complexity of the GAP a udit requirements. I'm
pleased to share with you what we're doing to date. Please feel free to contact us with your thoughts aswe move
forward on this process.

Government Affairs Report ey rar ok

lohn Keeling, from the Mational Potate Council, has been invobed along with the IPC in the effort to harmonize the
Good Agricultural Practices 5t nda id for many years. Here isa report on the efforts of the NPC,

Az youare awa re United Fresh Produce E kading aneffort to create a single GAP standard that would replace the
many GAPFawsdits including the USDA GAP audit. lam anthe Stesring Committes of the effort, and individ uals frem
the potato ind ustry have partcipated at a variety of lEvels in the develbpment pocess, [think the effon has a real
opporiunity forsvecess indeveloping & harmonized <t nds sl and a simils dy good chance at getting the st nda el
adopted by USDA and ot her certifying oganizations. If so, this will limit growers’ exposure to muliple stands rds and
multiphe audits, At the same time NPCizcontinuing our effo rs to develop a potato specific food = fety guidance
document based on a sientifically sound risk assessment forthe all sectors of the potato supply channel The
information gained though ouractivities to conduct a comp lete riskassessment and the development of a food safety
guidance document will aliow us to provide input to the equirements n any GAP audit or food safety ph n deve bped
by FDA that make those plans potato specific.

included below & a mema from Pat Eole whe B currently attending the GAF Ha rma nzation Tec hnbca | Warking Group
Meeting in Phibdelphia. Hiz mzight into the process and the prospects for progress will be of intenest to you,

lam pesently in Philbdelphia at the United Fresh GAP Harmonization meeting. Let me outline how the process is
procesding and what we can realistzally hope to acoomplish. The meeting & being attended bya broad cross spectrum
of pa ties who produce, pack, distribute, sell, purc hase, consume, regubte, and inspect a wide range of produce.
United has pulled together many of the several GAP manuals and synthesized them into a working dra ft of 70+ pages.
Over the course of the kst almost two year pericd of time, a group of voluntesrs has attempted to forge a conse nsus
fram the warious exieting sta ndands, as well as deal with the multiple perspectives of those at the mesting. Asyou
wiould imagine, there has been a lot ofdiscwEsion, education, negotiatlon and wond smithing that has gone mto thie
effart

United has a formal structure in place to support this effort, Them is an overall steering committes that has set up
smaller subcommittees to work through the multiple Esues an effort like thisencompasses. The grouwp that has been
wioiking on ha monizing the manual E the Tec hnical Waorking Group. Recently, an Operations Gommittes has also been
formed. Essentially, once the TWG produces an accepta ble standard, the Operations g mup will be ¢ ha rged with
implementing, maintaining and a mending the manua .

It's only after the Harmo pized Manweal is produced that the potato industry can seriously begin o take that work
product and keok at developing a specific industry standa ., However, that doesn't mean that work on this Bn't
already underway. The NPCand John Keeling have ta ken specific steps to gather materia |, undertake surveys, work
with other gmups developing stendards and will be ready to take action as soon as possible. However, we can always
use your help as outlined by Todd Cormelisan in his re port below.
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Hecemly, | have had numenous discwzio ns with growers aba ut the need for a poiato specific GAP ([Good Agricult ura |
Fractices) audit. In order to qualiy to sl their potatoes to cerain cuElomers, Le. pracessors and dehydm ors, Haha
growers are faced with pasing a GAP audit, Most of these growers are mquired to pass the USDA vers ion of GAP
[there are multiple versions | this is bec we processors have to be USDA certified to sell their products to schook and
other government food programs. The USDA ve rsion of GAP has ma ny regulations that don't seem to fit potato
growers. This & due to the fact that the USDA version was actually created for keafy greens and not for potatoes. We
have met with the USDA multiple times on the issue and they are very open to “adjusting” the current program to
make it more pota to friendlyand, to date, ma ny adjustments have been made. But in the end, even they concur that
we are trying to force a square peg ina round hole: the real answer & a potato specific GAP program. Growers need 1o
be aware that any potato specific program must fit the &ntire United States; we can't just have a progrm for Idahao
because the USDA governs the whole mation. Sowith the in mind, we are wsing the United Fresh GAF hamonization
progmam as a basizand starting point for us o begin to develop our potate s pecific program. Part oneafl the effort B
w heduled to be released in S ptember |t & a colbborathve &ffo rt invelving multiple groups including
consumenconversation groups and iz chaired by a WeDonald's employes, so we believe it haz a good chance ofgaining
broad acoepta rce. The IPC & curre mtly attending a meeting of this group in Philade lphia. 'We will be bringing the
potato perspective to the table, Asa part of this effort, we are constantly looking for volunteers to participate in
surveys, responding todrafts, etc, Onoe the funda menta | principles for the underking audit are accepted, it will be
extremely difficult to make major cha nges to the program. Now is the time for gowes to take part in the prooess.

if you would ke to be a voluntesr, please contact Todd Corneleon at (208) 559-479 2.

For more information an the GAP harmanimtion pocess, go o
tp: JAniedires h.o i onizatio

Fora ok at the draft of the harmonized standand, go to
http:farwea. unitedires h.orgfassets fGAP=2010 / Harmo nized St ndland-pre-fa rm% 20ga te 072810 pelf

Please be aware that the standard & 70 pages long and not ata lla potato specific standard. Remember, we will use
this standard and mold it into our potato specific standard whic h we will the n take to the WSDA for ace ptance.

We realize that some of the sta nda s that you are being asked o meet seem ridiculous. We continue o try to change
these standards to ma ke them more potato friendly, but in the end we willa |l have to pass GAP standards because our
ciustomers ane demanding it and recent food borme dinesses in the news, i.e. eggs, are only solidifying that fact.

Calendar

Septembier

1-3 IGSA Sun Valley Convention, Sun Valley, ID

1 IPC Marketing Committes Meeting, 800-9:15 a.m., Limelght Room Salon &, Sun Valley Inn

1 IPC &g Affaim Committes Meeting, 1:45-2:45 pm., Continenta | Room, Sun Valley |nn

1 IPC Sponsored Tetonie Ressarch Center Meeting, 1:45 2:45 p.m., Lupine Room, Sun Valley Inn
7 United of Idaho Board Mesting, Idaho Falk, ID

10 MNASS Report: Summer Potato Acreage and Production, Percent of Fall Acreage by Variety
10 MNASS Report: Fira |l Acreage and Production Re port

14-16 NPCPublic Policy Conference, Washington, DC

23 MNASS Report: Potato County Estimates Haho Field Office Release

23 NASS Report: DEposition and Annua |l Potato Summa ry

230 AG Attaché tour of South Esstern ldaha

28-30 USPE State and Nationa | Assec. Waorkshop, San Diego, CA

Cctober



5 United of Idaho Board Meeting, Idaho Falk, ID

) MNASS Report: Winter Potato Acreage and Prodwction
1518 PMA Fresh Summit, Orlando, FL

1527 |IPC Meeting, Eagle, ID

Hovember
9.11  |PC Annua | W histlestop Tour, TBA
9 MASS Report; Fall Potato Acreage and Production, Percent of Fall Acreage by Varety

December
14-15 I Meeting, Eagle, ID

lanwen

5-7 Potato Expo 2011, Las Viegas, NV

75 MWPC 2011 Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV
15 LSPE Winter Meeting, Las Viegas, NV
25-26 IPC Meeting, Eagle, ID



