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He port Highlights:

Costa Rican consumers trust and enjoy the excellent reputation of U.S. food products and ingredients
and demand has incressed since the impleme niation of the Dominican Republic - Ceniral America Free
Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR) in 2009. The proximity of the United States 1o the Costa Rican market
is & major advaniage for shipping ime and for U.S. exporiers who wish o visil of communicate with
potential customers. Although exponts of LS. sweeteners dropped nearly 45 percent 1o 52.7 millon in
2016, market prospects for US. consumer-oriented products such as beel, poultry, dairy, wine and beer,
and pet food continue 1o increase with impressive growth, reaching 5275 million in expons during the
same period.
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Market .. .- oo Jucts oot
impressive growth in products such as beel, pouliry, wine and beer, and pet food w name a few. The
United Stanes proximity (o the Costa Rican market is a major advantage for shipping dme and for US.

eaporiers who wish o visil or communicaie with polential cusiomers.




Local processors are slowly increasing theis
prosduction capacity and food qualiny w export  Countries such as Mexico, Argentina and Colombia can

Lo the Unied Stmes, asa resull ol CAFTA-DE jodler competuvely priced [ood mgredsents
e mentation.







Distribution Channels for Processed Food Produects in Costa Rica

Most of the food processors in Costa Rica impor all of their mgredients directly; a lfew, however,
rely on imporiers and distributors, They also have their own distribution channels i wholesalers,
distributors and retailers, as well a5 o hote ], restaurant and insgitutional industries nationwide,

Distribastion channels can be different between local and imporied produecis and are constantly
changing. The purchase of raw materials for food processing representis a significant pontion of the
cost of the final price of producis,

In Costa Rica, there are many small companies with low sales volume and if they try (o import
directly would face high costs, as the conditions and procedures for imporiing can be difficult
Therefore, it is beter for them o use a local wholesaler who can lake care of necessary impor
procedures. For large food processing companies, they usually have their own distribution chain.

For information on products, registration requirements refer o the Food and Agricultural Impon
Regulations and Standards (FAIRS) Country Gain Repont for Costa Rica hitps: gain. (as .usda.gov

L. _Company Profiles

The Costa Rican Chamber for Food Industry (CACIA) was founded by Costa Rican food processors
wilh domestic manulfactiuring operations. [is objective is o be the leading instilution in promoling
national and sector competitiveness, and defending the interesis of the Costa Rican food industry.
CACIA also aims 10 boost the domestic and international competitiveness of member businesses.

The following are some of the main food and beverage companies in Costa Rica

Company s ales End-Use Frmslhg P rocurement
LSS Channelks Location Channels

meals and pouliey meat (MDM; boneless pienic; pork bellies, inmmings and offals; flowrs
Hers ); animal fats )

Cinta Azul (Cargill) MNIA Retail & HRI Alnjuela Direct importérs
Corp. Pipasa (Cargill ) N/A | Retail & HRI Heredia Direct Imporiers
RyS Salmeron (Meat & Pouliry  |[N/A | Retail & HRI Alajuela Diirect Importers
Processor and Imponier and Distnbutors
MDistribulor )

Retmil & Direct & Local

Do Fernando MIA HRLiown deli San José I POTIErs

shop

Dist. Carnes Zamora MNA Retuil & HEI Heredia Direct importérs






















Top US. Consumer Ovriented Food and Beverage Product Exports (o Costa Rica ( in USS

mi llions)

Description 20 2016
Beefl & Beel Products |52.0 % 15.1*
Pork and Pork Products s 1.0 1§ 14.3¢
Poultry Meat & Products (eggs) [5 4.0 b 86"
Dairy products 540 i 20.4°
Processed Fruits 5 2.0 4.2
Chocolate & cocoa products 5 6.0 % 15,7
Condiments and Sauces 5 3.0 5 2.9
Prepared Food s 150 % 14.5°
Wine and Beer I51.0 % 8.1*
Distilled spirits Is1. %21
Juices non-alcoholic beverages IS 2.0 B L
Pet Food Is7.0 5 19.6*

Note: The Dominican Republic - Central America Free Trade Agreement (CAFT A-DR) entered
mto force in 2008,

Source: U.S, Census Bureau Trade Data
*Denode the highest e uport levels
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SECTION V. POST CONTACT AND FURTHER INFORMATION
If vou have any question or commenis regarding this repon or need assistance exporting 1o Cosia
Rica, please conlact the

Foreign Agricuoltoral Service in San José o the following address:
Phone : (506) 2519-2285 § 2333



Fax: {306} 23192087
Email: AgSanJose fas usdagov
Website : www, fasusdagov

: vl AP @ 1A say piov/Tas

US Department of Commerce | Clobal Mar ket Agency’ Global Markets
Phone: (506) 2519-2203

web: hinpat redirect staie shu/ T urd=ww w buvuss, govios LT

LS. Department of State — Economic Section
Fax: (506) 2519-2364
Website: www.sanjose. use mbassy. govieconomic

Laoscal Grovernmeni:

Guidelines for the Labeling of Food Products

Direccidn de Mejora Reguladora v Reglamentacidn Téenica, Minisierio de Economia, Industria y
Comercio (MEIC)

Apariado 10216-1000, San José, Cosia Rica

Telephone: (506) 2291-2164, exientions 221 and 247

Fax: (506) 2291-2015

hurpe: ffwe w . mic . go.cr

Registration of Agrochemicals

Registro de Insumos Agricolas del Ministerio de Agriculiura y Ganaderia
Apartsdo T0-3006, Barreal, Heredia, Costa Rica

Telephone: (506) 2549-3502

hutp: fiww w.sle.go.cr

Registration of Food Products

Dareccidn de Awencidn al Cliente, Plataforma de Servicios, Ministerio de Salud
Apartsdo 100123-1000, San José, Costa Rica

Telephone: (506) 2257-T821

Fax: (506) 22994815

hutp: fiw w w.ministeriodesal ud. go.or

Imports of Processed Food Products
PROCOMER

Autondad Sanitana del Ministeno de Salud
Ventanills Unica del Comercio Exierior (VUCE)
Telephone: (506) 22994815






