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Government Affairs Report
By Fat Kole

Last week, Phyto-saniary government officals from Thail nd vefed Washngton, Oregon, ldalko and Califarnia inwhat
wie hope will be the final stages afcompleting a Protoool to allbw U5 potatoes into Thaland. The ldaho portion of the
viER included sesing potatoes harvested in fields, boking at seed and commercial potato Fields, meetings with seed
certification personnel at ldaho Crop Improvement Association, and a visit 8o a chip potate packing shed We'me hoping
the final ste ps to begin shipments to Thailand will be concluded sharthy.

This week F'm participating in the Potato Cyst Nematode program review. USDA offciak from Riverdale, MD; Ft.
Collins, 00; Boke and Idaho Falk; state officisls from New Yorkand Boise, and myself are participating. At the
conclusion of this meeting, a report will be prepared and | will summarize the findings in a future Esuwe of the Pulse.

Industry Relations Report

By Todd Cormelison
Fhdll (F ood Narks Institute) Sustalnability Summ

I recently attended the ™ ammual FM I Sustaina bility Summit. FMI, or the Food Ma rketing Institute, basically e sto
the reta il industry. Therefore | attend thie summit for two reasons: one, for information on s usta ina bility of cowrse and
two, o gauge the level of interest insusta nability from the retailer sector. Since thiss ummit was around thres times
the sizeal the first, | believe we can assume tha t there remains a great deal of interest in sustaina bility fom the
retallers. Due o the amaent af informatien |obsined frem the summit | will ghe you brief highlights fallowed with a
inkyoucan use bo gain maore information about the subeet.

It & not surprising to lea m that Wa lmart continues to be & kader in promoting swtanability. What you may not know
k= they now have put thelir money where their mouth = o August 2007, Walma r presented a check o the Uniersity
of Arkanzas to fund first year operations of the new Applied Sustainabllity Center [ASC). Two years bier, the ASE k&
going strong and |z one af the lesders in teaching, training, science and resea reh in sustainability, and their finge rprints
were all over the summit. If one wants o karn about whene sustainability is headed from a reta il point of view, one

anly meeds o visit the ASC website htE:g!a::.u.:lrh..rd u{.

From the ASC, although the path & a liitle ha d o folow, the reaece another sustain bility growp, the Sustainab gy
Comertium, The consortium i jointly ad ministered by the U piversity of Arkanmsa nd Arizona State University. It is
comprised of academic researnc hers, com pa nies, government agencies and non-governme mal organiztions (NGOs)
woiking together to create scentifically valid a nd cohem it product indices that will allow retailers o compane
consumer products as to their sustaima bility, From what | @ nasce dain, this may be another group putting together
another set of sustaira bility guide lines that we may have to follow, For more information on thie group follow this link,
hit p . farww susta ina bilityoo meo i um, o gl

Hot to be o utdone, the University of lllmoe has obtained some govemment gm nts and jumped on t he sustainability
bandwagon by putting together a we bsite that brings lbcal prod ucers and retailers together; it i o lled Market Maker.
While ldaho i= not one of the states they mwer yet, it & wery interesting to viit this site to see how it works. local
producers enter their information - where they are beated and what they grow -and then the retailer can visit the site
and search for the producers in any number of ways. For example, the retailers can search by product or by bcation
either using cities or zip codes. | don't believe price is listed on the website. To view the site, click on this link
http./inational.ma rketme kerwivc eduf




Forthe farmer who wa nts to begin to track his sustainability efforts, | ran into a software pac kage that can help him do
that. lam including this link here only because it is the first one | have seen. |cannot say f it & better than any others

areven |f theme are any others. hitp.//www sureharvest.com/index.php

Forthose of you who a e asking, what & the IPCdoing o help with sustainability? The goal is still to have a potato
specific sustairability program. The IPC, alorg with the NPC & working with various sustaina bility groups to obtain a
nationally acce pled sustaina bility standard for potatoes. The diffic ulty is, we are a vegetable and most standa s want
to treal us the came as ather vegetables. This beco mes exire me ly diff cult when sustal ra bility a nd food safety overdap,
which they inevita bly da. Whike the difference in water conservation from watering a potate plant may not d iffer
much from that of a ettuce plant, when you a pply food safety tec hregques 1o sac b, they a re very different,

The 2010 U of | Potato Conference & fast approaching. Do you have any suggestions for topics, seminars, works hops,
or panels? Howaboutspeaker suggestions? Do you have a good idea for the conference theme? If you have ideas on
anyof these items, please ca lore-mail Bill Boh| by October 2, 2009, His contact information is: Bill Bohl, 583 West
Sexton Street, Blackfoot, 1D 83221-2063; Phone: 208-785-8080;email: whohl@vidahoedu

Calendar
tember
1 United af ldaho Board Mesting, ldaha Falk, 1D
2-4 MESA Annea | Gonvention, Sun Valley, 1D
2 IPC Marketing Commities Meeting, 1:30 = 2:45 pm, Continental Room, Sun Valley Inn
2 IPC Ag Affain Committee Meeting, 300 -4:45 pm, Continental Room, Sun Valley Inn
3 IPC Commission Meeting Breakfast, 7 30am, Sun Va ey, ID
14-17 USPBE 2009 State/Mationa | Workshops, Phoenix, A
Cetober
2-5 PMA, Anaheim, CA

20-21 IPC Com mission Meeting, Boise, ID



