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LS DA Announces Notice of Funding Availability for Value-Added Producer Grants

Grants extend production wason and income opportunities for America's Farmers

WASHINGTON, Nov, 25, 201 3 = Ag ficulture Secretany Tom Vilsck today a nnounced the availability of nea rly 50,5
million in U5 Department of Agricult une [USDA) grants to help agricultural prod ice i enter into value-added activities
designed to give them a com petitive business edge.

"U.5 agriculture & connected toone in 12 American jobs, and value-added products from ho meg rown sources are one
imporia ntway that agriculture generates economic growth,” Vilscksaid. “Supporting producers and businessss to
create value-added products strengthens rural eco no mies, helps fuel innovation, and strengthens marketing

o pportunities for produce s —especially at the local and regiona | kevel.”

The funding & being made avallable through the Value-Added ProducerGrant program. Grantsa e avall ble © help
agncultural producers ¢ reate new products, expand ma rketing cppotunities, suppart further processing of existing
products or poods, or 1o develop = pec la by and niche products. They may be uzed forworking capital and planming
activities. The maximum wo rking capital grant & 5300,000; the maximum pl nning grant i= 575,000,

Eligible applicants include indes pandent producers, farmer and rancher cooperatives, and agricultural producer groups.
Funding priceity & given to socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers or ranche rs, and to sma ll- to medium-sise
family & s, or Brmer ranche roooperatives

The Value-Added Producer Gant program is one of many USDA programs that support the devekbpment ofstong kal
and regional food systems as pa rt of the Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food initiative. la unc hed in 2009, the initiative

strengthens ties between agricultura | producers and their ol communities, helping meet growing oo nsumer demand

and creating o pportunities for small business development. Initiatives like this create new income opponunities for

fa rmers, ge nerate wealth that will stay in rural communities, and increase access to healthy, koo | ook in underse rved
communitiez. Allaf these actio e boost loml eoonomles.

Today s & nfou Reeme it come a2 more than 1,400 co mmunities nationwide gear up o support Small Bus iness
5.:|'Iun:hx.a day dedcated o 1;|'|:||'|‘|pi|:||'|i|‘|g z | | buzsine=es onone of the busiest :hnppil'g wiee kefids of Ih.]rmr. Thie
year's Small Business 5aturday is Now, 30,

Rural Develbpment & encouraging ap plica tions from Tribal o rganizations as well as applica tions that support regional
food hubs. Applications supporting va lue-added activities related to bio-based products are also encouraged.

Simce 2009, the Obama Administm tion has provided agricultural preducers with almost 580 million in Value Added
Froduce rGrant assists noe that has supported mare than 80 innovative, value-added projects.



In Fiscal yea r 7012, for example, the Missisippi Delta Southern Rural Blc k'Women in Agriculture Association received
a 44,000 working ca pital grant to provide a va riety of services inthe Delta region The cooperative delivered oven-
kakeable sweet potato fries o loca | Head Start programs and schools; cut, washed and bagged g ree e for local

res i wanis; and del e red s usta nably grewn and helrlbo m sweet pota ioes (o ool and spec lally grocers reg lonally and
nationwide The sweet pot ioes are procewsed at the vegeta ble faciliy at Alcorn State Unlverzity, in Lo rman, M

The project is supplying emeig ing ma kets with lbcally g own produce 1o enhance production, marketing and
distribution infrastructure a mong wome n and minaity kndowners in persistently poor rural communities,

Additions | examples of how VA PGs assist lbcal and regional food producers are available onthe USDA& KEnow Your
Farmer, Know Your Food Compags, which & searcha ble by zip code and key word.

Grant applications are due by Feb. 24, 2034, More information about how to apply is avaik ble on page 70260 of the
Hovember 25 Federm| Regiter, or by contacting any USDA Rur | Cevelopment state office.

Secretary Vikack said that today's announce ment k another reminder of the importance of WSDA programs such as the
Wa lue-Added Producer Gramnt program for rura | America. & compre henzive new Food, Farm and Joks Bill would further
expand the wral economy, Vilsack added, aying that's just one reason why Congress muet get a comprehens he Bill
done assoonas posible,

President Dbama's plan for rura | America has brought about historc imestment and resulted in stronger rural
communities. Under the President s keadeship, these investme nts in housing, community facilities, businesses and
infrastructure have e mpowered rural America to continue kading the way - strengthening America's economy, small
towns and rum | communities. USDA's investme nts in rural communities support the rural way of life that standsasthe
tackbone ofour America n values.
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