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By John O"Connell, Capital Press

BOISE, Idaho — The USDA's Anirmal and
Pl nt Health Inspection Service has
allccated a nadditional 5400,000 toward
eastern kaha's pale oy=t nematods
emdication prog mm to offset a funding
sha rifall due to prior federal budget cuts.

Last year, the Idaho State Depart ment of
Agriculture issued a 51 million deficiency
warrant to mantain the prog ram despite a Photo submitted by LISDA-APHIS
shortfall A deficiency warrant s a

baudg etary option enabling the 1504
director to allkcate unappropriated funding
towa i emergency kEsues, o be repa id
later by the legislature.

An eastern fdale potato feld infested with pale cvsr
nematodle iy prepared for a metiyd broside freamment The
frderal govemment recently approved another SN for
the program

The prog ram faced a 500,000 shartfall for thizzeazon befone the recent federal funding waz app mved,
at the wiging of Rep, Mike Simpzon, R-Idaho.

PLCH,a microscopi parasite that can reduce potato yviekds by up to BO percent, was first detected ineast
Idaho in 2006. The emdication program, whic h has great trade importa noe for Haho's potato industry,
encompasses 2, 300 ac res of infested fields within a 5-square-mike radius of Bingham and Bonneville
counties. Another8 478 acres are regulated a nd face special sanitation require ments due to
associations with infested fields.

"PCH poses a mal threat to our state s most conic crop, and kee ping the eradication programon trackis
critical to maintaining and growing export oppartunities,” Simpsons=id ina pres release,

Lioyd Knig ht, I5DAs adminstrator of the division of plant induetries, said the funding will go directly to
the federa | program but will zpare I5DA the expenze of covering this season's sharifall.
"I keeps a pretty important program up and running,” Knight =a .

At its peak, Enight said the PCN program required about 58 million in annual federal funding. Federal
imvestmient in the prog ram dropped 1o a kowof 3.2 million bst season. Knight explained there are
fewer associ ted fields o manage, and some of the infested fields have advanced from a stage in which
costly fumigation & required to a sta ge involving surveying.



