IDAHO POTATO PULSE
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The article below from the NP shows the prog ess being made on eliminating the reta liatory ta riffs bwfully imposed
by Mexico for the failure of the US fo live up o its NAFTA obligations. One would have suspected that there would be
full suppart for resolving this dispute as the US prides iselfon following the "Rule of Law® and honoring our lega |
ageements. However, that's not the ca=e inour Naton's capito| where al ready some memtersof Congress are Urging
that the negotiated resolution of this trade diepute be scuttled. Ifs crucial therefore that you take the time o follow
the link below and make comments in favar of the resalution of thiz trade dEpute. NPC's comments can be found at
thiz link: hiip: i na Lk nal po ; .

Industry Relations Report &y Todd Cormelison

MNP C Sucomeds in Aiding the Elimina tion of Retalbtory Tarffs

Az many of you are alrea dy aware, under the Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2009, Congress blocked funding for the
Mexican Cross-Border Truck Safety Program. This was a pilot program allowing a sma ll number of Mexica n trucks to
enter the U.5 whik operating in international commerce. The result of this Act put the U.5% in viclation of its NAFTA
o bligations. In reta kation, the Mexica n Gove rnment placed tanffson many U.5 products including frozen potatoes.
These in wrn ferced frozen supplers to proces potatoes fom othercountries, including Ca mada , becauze they were
cheaper than U5, pooessed potatoes, In 2030, with the help of the NPCand the &ntire potats industry, Congress
removed the prohibition on funding allowing the adminetration to move forea rd with a new pilet program. Al n
2010, U 5 Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and his counterpart in Mesico anncunced the establie hment of a
working group to consider next steps in the process. Early in 2011, Secretary laHood released a concept document for a
cmss-border tricking program that prioritizes safety while satifying the United 5t tes’ intemationa | obligations, This
“pilot program” marks the beginning of the end for the retaliatory tariffs. The pilot program is as follows:
* 'Would be three years in duration
¢ ‘Would require Mexica n-domiciled motarcarriers to complete a 3-stage process to qualify for permanent
operating authority
* Would not grant operating authority to Mexica n-domic iled motor ca miers without reciprocity for U.5.-domiciled
motor carriers
& Would requirea ll Mexican-domiciled ca miers and drive rs to comip ly with all a pplicable U.5. Bws
Would requirea pplicant motor carriers and drivers to pass a Department of Homeland Security screening
50 percent of the etaliatory tariffs will be suspended when the agreement k formally signed by the USand
Miexico. The remaining 50 percent of the tariffz will be suspended when the first Mexia noa mler & ap proved for
cmss-border access,
The purpoze of the pilot pogram k& to evalua ke the safety perfformance of Mexco-domiciled carders. The potato
industry suppons the pilkbt proposaland & partnering with othe r industry representatives to urge its adoption,
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FMACEA i acce pting public comments on the pilot program until May 13 'We wgeyou to sha e your views with the
agency. NP Cwill soon ke submitting comments in support of the proposed pilat prog@m and &noo ura ges all state
potato onga Mo thone and growers to do the s me.



Doy ou know of an ldaho Grower who may be eligible for this aw ard? Help us find a Grower to nominate: Contact
Todd Comelison (208) 559-4792 with your candidates

The National Potato Council isaccepting applica tio s for the 2010 Envimnmental Stewardship Awa rd. The awa rd,
presented annually, isa component of the Pesticide Environmental Stewa rdship Program, a partnership between the
MNFCand the EPA, developed to protect the environment and promote the safe and effective use of pesticides. An
educational DVD hig hlighting their on-fa m st@ tegies and practices in pesticide risk reduction and e nvironme nta |
protection highlighting the winner's farm will be deweloped. The VD will be used by schools, agricutural oiganizations
and ¢ivic groups to demanstrate the potEto indstry's commitmeant o sound enviro nme nta | steswardship.

To nomina te yourself or a neighbor, downlbad the Ap pho tion Fommn and submit to the NPC Applica tio re are due May
13,2011,

Calendar

May

14 United Fres h Annual Comee ntion, New Orlea s, LA

3 United of idaho Board Mesting

1213 IPC Meeting, Eagle, ID

13 HASS Re port: Stoc ks and Processing to May 1.

14 Annual IPC Ma mthon, Boize, 1D

18 USPFE Webinar: Eliminating Barriers to Fresh Potato % les, Noon-1:30 p.m. C5T
june

7 United of kdaho Board WMaeating

10 HASS Re port: Stocks and Processing to June 1.

14-15 IPC Meeting, Eagle, ID

22-24 HFC Summer Meeting, Grand Forks, ND. Qick here for Registration information; hitp/ bl kieCxRRD
July

11-14 USPB Summer Meeting, Colum bus, OH

2627 IFC Meeting, Eagle, ID

29-31 PR Foodenvion Convention, Monte fey, CA



