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The U.5-Panama Trade Promotion Agréement {(TPA) éntéred into force on October 31, 2002, As
outhined m the TPA, Panama issued special régulaiions that apply to imports of food and feed products
fromm the United States. Do i cenain sanitary and phyiosanitary measures, and technical standards
affecting trade in agricultural products, Panama recognizes the certificaes and standards of the U5
regulatory and sanilary inspection sysiem.



Section L. List of Al Export Certificates Regquired By Government (Matrix) @

The U.5-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement (TPA] entered into force on October 31, 200 2. As
outlined in the TPA, Panama issued special regulaions that apply to imports of food and feed products
from the United States. Due to cenain sanitary and phytosanitary measures, and technical standards
affecting trade in agricultural products, Panama recognizes the cerificses and standards of ihe 1.5.
regulatory and sanilary inspection sysiem.

A copy of the United States — Panama Agreesment regarding ceviain sanitary and phyfosanifary
nmwasires and technical standards affecting trade i agricaltural products, can be downloaded Trom the
webaate of the Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) in the following hyperlinks:
December 2006 SPS Lener Exchange

aam ) '.t z
June 2014 5P5 Letier Exchange

The cenificales requirad by the Government of Panama, Panamanian Food Safety Authority (known as

AUPSA in Spanish) that mus accompany the shipments from the United Suales are:
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The purposes of the sbove certilicates are intended [or food safety, anomal health and phyiosanitary
requirements, depending on the iype of product. The Panmmanian Food Safety Authornity (known as
ALTPSA in Spanish) is the competent authority o require all the above cenificates for food amd leed
imports inte Panama,

Section IIL Speciflic Attestations Regquired on Export Certiflicateis)

AUPSA requires an additional declaration under the Phytosanitary Export Certiflicate {issued by the
Animal and Plam Health Inspection Service (APHIS) for specific pests depending on the vegetable or
grain prosduct that is going o be exported o Panama; or a sprout inhibitor application on shipmenis of
LLS. table stock poiatoes. In order o meet this requiremeni for table siock polatoes, APHIS
recomimends that as pan of the shipping documenis the shipper provide a "Packer Affidavit” stasting that
a sprout inhibitor application on shipments of U.S. wble stock potatoes his been given.

Potaoss must be free of the following pests: Darvenohus destructor, Dorvlenchus dispacs, Phithoninaea
operculella, Prarvienchus penetrans and Tylenchorfonehus clayioni. In sddivon, polaioes must be
produced in a free area of potato purple wp or apply anti sprout fumd gation, excepl for the State of
Washington.

For the Imponation of meee (Oryea satva L) malled, packaged or re-packagad for human consumpdion
and for for processing originating in Asia, comang from the United Swtes of America, the shipment
must be accompanied by a phylosanitary expon or re-¢ xpon cerificate, issuad by USDA-APHIS with
the following additional dec larations:

1. The rice has undergone a process of mspecton and sampling, and during the siorage persod in the
Umited States of America, the grains were nol exposed o the risk of pest mfestation or infect ion or
prollul ants,

2, The rice comes [rée of live msecis of any kind, as well as other biologicals, chemiacals and physical
contaminants, including soils.

3. The phyiosanitary export or re-expor cerificate must include an additional declwation certifying that
the rice free of Trrgode rmitg §ranc e

Section I'V. Gover nment Certificaie s Legal Enfrv Requirements

AUPSA is the Government of Panama agency crealed to oversee all aspecis of food imporiation. In
compliance with the bilateral SPS agreement, they receive requesis for food and feed products sanitary

registration and provide answers within 24 hours, This procedure can be made online, and it cost i free
of charges. The submission of documentation as indicated in this section may be through AUPSAs
websdle: www. supsa.gob.pa . which is user friendly but, it is in the Spanish language only.

According 1o Article 534 of Law Decres 11 of February 22, 2006, all processed food products for retail,
bottled or packaged in some form with given name and brand, must be registered al the Panam anian
Food Safery Authority (AUPSA), pror w importation. This means that all food products intended for
retail as a final product for direct consumption should be registerad belore import, sale or rade. i.e.



alcohol beverages, sacks, canned food, amon g ollers,

Excluded from the above are raw malerials such as fresh meats {(which are nol packed and ready for
retail, used for food service or food processing), fresh vegetables and fresh fruits, grains in bulk boads or
in bags, dairy product in bulk loads or in bags for further processing, ingredients and additives for the
process of & final food product.

For the Food Product Registration, the Importer or the Exporter must send the following information:

1. Prosdusct Name

. Mame and address of the product manuflacturer, packager, or distribulor, as specified on the label.
. Prsdusc i description as stated on the label,

. Produsct ingredients {in descending order by weight ) as stated on the label.

. For U 5. food products either:
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a A Certificate of Free Sale of the product, or any other certilicate issued by any U5, federal or
sate or local suthority within the kst 12 months, such as a Sanitary Certificate issued by your
State authority (Agriculre or Health), in which centifies that the product is fit for human
consumplion and comphes with the Samtary regulations in your State. This Cenilicate of Free
Sale can be used for muliply shipmenis of the same products

b. A Supplier or Manufacturer's Declaration, on company letterhead, siating that the prodect is

fit for human consumption.

In mddition, so AUPSA may corroborate the above infommastion, i is necessary o sénd the legible
scanned copy of the label and bar code.

The originals of such documents shall be presentead at the AUPSA s Registry office, within a period of
time of 30 working days,

The Foasd Procduct Re gistration shall remain in effect as long as the information provided remains
unchanged.

Section V. Other Certification/Acereditation Requirements

To import any agriculwral food or feed into Panama, an imporier must present upon arrival of the
shipment al the Point of Entry into the country, the following documentation:

a) Impon notification form, made online & hup: sa. gob. pa/notificac iones/ (Lhis prior
notifical on has 1o be made 48 hours pror w the arival of the shipment at the Port of Entry)

b) Centificale issued by the official authority of the United Suates, according to the type of food, as
listed in Section I of this report.

) Produat’s Cenificate of Origin

d} Copy of the product’ s Commercial Invoice




&) Pre-customs or customs declanst jon.

As stated above on section IV, Panama has an online Sanitary Registration process for staistical
purposes in AUPSA, for all proce ssed food products for retail, botiled or packaged in some form with
given name and brand,

AIIULS, Exporting or Manufaciurer facilities seeking (o export food or feed to Panama shall ensure (o

mnmly specifically with the Technical Regulations for the following products:
Cereals, Wheat Mour

. Ethylic alcohol for alcoholic beverages

. Rumm {local }

. Fruit aml Vegetable juices

. Fruil neciars

. Tomasto juice

. Orange juice conceni rale

. Orange juice

. Milk and Dadry Products

. Vepetable oils

. Animal fas
. Sugar

" Onions

. Table zalt

. Additives

. Colors

" Fish, fmzen
. Fishimeal

. Beel and products
" Poultry and products
. Eggs and egg products

Complete information (in Spanish language ) may be acoessed at the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry website for Technical Regulations.

AllU.S. lfederally inspected establishments for meats and pouliry are eligible 1o export o Panama. The
list of these can be found at: hups s (5 usdagos) wps/pon alf Tsi &' wopic &/ ins pect ionim pi-di rectory) .
Panama does nod have Plant by Plant approval requirements for the Uniled Stales as was agreed in
anicle 8 of the United States — Panama Agreement regarding certain sanitary and phytosanitary
measures and technical standards affecting trade in agricultural products, of December 20, 2006.

Appendix L. Electronic Copy or Outline of Each Export Certificate

o  Atachments of the centilcates listed in section 1.






