EXPORT REQUIREMENTS FOR

SHIPPING CHIPPING POTATOES TO JAPAN
(UPDATED SEPTEMBER 2017)

On Pebruaey 1, 2004, the Japanese macket opened e US chipping potatoes, What follbws
are requirements for US growers and shippers of chipping potatoes o Japan. This meno
WaS nnﬂmlh pmdu::d when the market o pened and has been updated for 2007 to include

the rein smtement of ldaho. Plase contct John Toaspem Johof@ o mmesl/SA comor Amw
Burdett Ay FotamesUS Acom at P mioes USA with any questons.

I. General Rules
®  The agreement is only for chipping potaipes that will be processed in Japan.
e Shipments may enter only from February 1-July 31 each year.
o Shipments can only be shipped to approved chip processing facilites in Japan.
{Currently, only two facilities, the Calbee plants in Hiroshima and Kagp shima, are
approved ip receive shipments)

11. Areas That Can Ship
o Shipments must come foom approved staies. The 16 approved smtes for the marker

are:
AriEnna Monmna
California Mew Meweon
Caolorada Mevada
Florida Morth Dakomn
lekahi Texas
Mlaine Oregon
Michigan Washingion
Minnesota Wixonsin

These were the sttes covered by the summer 2005 MAFF inspection visit with the
exception of Montana and Nevada which were appmoved in January 2012. Idaho, an
appmved staie in 2006, was removed due to the detection of potain cyst ne mamnde that year,
then reinstated in 2017, Mote: Shipments from Idaho cmnot come friom Bonnevile or
Bingham eounties.

11 Prior w Shipment
s Pmduction fields and packing facilives that will be used for shipment o Japan must
be registered with APHIS and the Minisiry of Agnculture, Forestry, and Fisherics
(MAFF) in Japan, This is done by answenng a few questions regarding location of
the field /packing shed on Forms 1 and 2. This process must be completed well in
advance of shipment o allow for possible inspection by MAFF,



Shippers should contact John Toaspern or Amy Burdent st Thmmes USA o obiin
Forrs 1 and 2, Once completed the forms must be retuened 1o Potatoes USA so
that they can be provided to APHIS for submision to MAFF.

When filing out Forms 1 and 2, pkase use the grower naure and shipper’s nane,
MAFF is not interesied in the owner of the farm if land 5 being leasd. They are
interested in the name of the grower who is regponsible for the chipping pottoes.
The field names can be identified separawely.

MAFF must provide approval of the fields and sheds before shipments can occur.
For new fields and sheds this may include a visit by a MAFF official to nspect the
facilites and goowing condmions. Mote: Inspection has gocurred ater shipment.

1V. Surveying of Production Arcas

During the growing season, the Japanese government requires field inspections for
vigual symptoms of golden nematode (GN)and potto eyst nemarode (PCN). Thes
surveys can be done through geneml surveillinee and can be conducted by the
grovwer, a state o ficial or crop consuliant,  Japan requires such gurveys at least twice
during the growing scason. The survey resuls will nced m be muintuined and
available if requested by USDA or the MAFF auditoe, Specific dates the survey
occur sho ud be noted,

V1. Inspection and Certification of Chipping Potatoes Prior to Shipment

A Phytosanitary Certificate is required for the shipment. This PC must describe
that the potatoes were inspected by the US plant protection authonty and
consequen thy confirm that no quamantine pests o r 50il are contined within.
Block 9 ot the phyto. must read:
“CHIPPING POTAOTES INTENDED FOR HEAT PROCESSING IN
JAPAN "
The iollowing Additio nal Dechration must appear on the PC:
“Itis notinfested by golden nemarode™
At leagt 1% of the pomipes must be inspected, by cutting as necessary, per export
lor. The definition of a lot is not provided, but it could be as simall as one toke or as
large a5 numemus contminers The inspection wpon armval in Japan is based on
whate ver the lot is defined ag by the shipper. Note: miections ar sxtber ond will be bowd on
by for, Mhir o & pest i piid the roualir the bt the swualkr the rgaion. Comperwly, mwader Brs
ar wow diffeal b bip and the papermork (s pratly jcrard
Soil 13 a promay 135 for Japan, 30 the pommoes must be weall free foom soil via
brushng and for washing, Newr: - dipeesr sth ! datvcted (v 200 T dar down the eutye
pmpwnn Brover @ weok and eakied o chie the prosme mbrely, Plaise be g af e
st g0 mga sreneen £,
Shipments must be packed in o tes of bags woven of phstic fiber, no bulk shipiments
are allowed.
Each tore must be marked with a sticker or tag that reads:
PPOQ-APHIS-USD A
CERTIFIED EXPORT CHIPPING POTATO
FOR JAPAN



The sticker/tg will typically be 6.25 inches in length and 3.25 inches in width and
must be written exactly as desceibed above. Bhould a tote arrive in Japan without
a sticker/tag, it will be rejected. Thus shippers are encourmged o place mone
than one Bg on each o e to ensure no totes depart without a tag,

The tote sticker/tag has been a mapr issue in shipping o Japan. Please be very
careful to include the document with each towre o avoid pro blems, as well ag on the
oukside of the container (see below).

"’Ellwms

S]’IIP.II'I::I:II’.S will need o be shipped in closed containers, ie. refrigerated pcean
contamners.

The conrainer must be closed and sealed with a shipping seal by the inspector. The
seal number must be documented on the phytosanitry certificare.  Should the
shipment arrive in Japan without the seal, the lot will be rejected. Meml seals
are smongly encouraged. More than one seal can be used and included on the phyto
if needed,

The sure stucker/tg used on each individual tote must also be theeaded through the
seal oo the contamer door, Lamdnato n is reoomnended for the outsde sticker/ tag
55 inclement weather during the ocean crogsing does not destroy the mg It is
recommended that a second or even third tag also be pheed on the outside of the
contaner theough the seal just in case the first is damaged,. Should the shipment
arrive in Japan without the sticker ftag, the lot will be rejected. Again, thisis
a priority and should not be omitted.

In 2001, APHE and BMAFF developed a broken seal protocol should the container
be o pened by government autho oties as it travels o Japan or the seal be accidentally
damaged during transgt. See detils below.

In 211, APHE and MAFF also agreed w a pmtocol for congolidating shipments
inip the gcean container at the port prior to departure, allowing for the final seal and
tags to be applied at the port. Please see demils below.

In 2015 APHE and MAFF agreed to terms of overland shipping. Please consule
with the importer as o comply with special requiremen s for overland shipping, such
as plugging the holes (vents) in the reefer conminer during the overland muting As
of August 2016, the only approved overland moute is from the port in Shibushi o the
Calbee facility in Fagoshima.

WYIT1. Addition al Comments

Almost every vear since the program began m 06, the Japanese govermment has
vigited the shipping facilities and felds APHIS woiks with Pomrmoes USA, NP
and state potito organizations reginding these visits. We are seeking © have thes
vigits eliminated, but they continue o oocur.

Zoil, Golden MNematode and Pale Cyst Mematode may not be presot in the
shipment; their presence will result in rejection of the shipment and may cause the
progran o be shut down. The fact that the potatoes are going o an approved
facility that has a complex and extensive system in place for waste disposal should
take care of the presence of any other pests. However, there have been problems in



the past with Columbia Root knot Neratode (CRRMN) and Potato Tuber hoth, It
is best that the potatoes be visually free of pests and dissases of concem, particubdy
CREMN, Bacteral Ring Rot (BRR ) and Verticillium Wilt

The broken seal protocol equires 1) the shipping line to submit an affidavit stating
the continer was resealed without being opened; 2) A PHISTokyo verfies that the
requimd conditions for exporting @ Japan were met at the port of deparure,
including proper sealing of the conminers; 3) APHIS verifies that any quarantine
risks have been prevented by mesealing; and 4) Japan's Ministry of Agrculrune
(MAFF) also confirms 1-3 above.

The wans-loading protocol requires that shipments must be consolidated in already
approved states under the supervismn of USDA/APHE officiall. A new
phytosanimry cemificate will be msued thar includes: 1) the swmre of orgin of the
potames, 2) new geal numbersy, and 5 an Additonal Declarion thar sys, “This
certificate replaces Phytosanitary Certificate (numbet) issued on (daie) at (issuing
office), because of a change of contminer and seal numbers to meet the trans-loading
requimiments of Japan,”



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT
CHIPPING POTATOES TO JAPAN

Wiy can we only ship from February to July, and why only chipping potaocs?

s  Opening the Japanese market was very challenging The Japanese government faced
enotnD U pressure foom ity domeste indusery regarding poteatial pests on imported
potaines. To address this issue, it was mutually agreed that the US woul oaly ship
during the Japanese of-season, and all fresh pottoes shipped to Japan would be

processed o addeess any phyviosnitawey concerns, Thes compmmises werne
necessary o open the macket,

What is general surveillance, and how do [ do it?

o DMore than Bkely vou are already doing it General surveillance simply means thae
you are managing vour cops and making sure no unexpecied pest or diseas
appears. In the Japan shipping coniext, the Japanese government requires that the
fields be inspected for pests (especially cyst nemampdes) at least twice dunng the
growing scason. These inspectons can be done by the grower, a cop protection
specilist, or an official from a university or sate department of agoculuee, Woten
records must be kept of when these mspections occurred, and the results of the
ingpections. Piease be sure 1o recond the dare these inspectio ns oecur,

What kand of records do [ need to keep?

# YWou will need o keep records desenbing the beation of the field, what ceops were
planted n the fied peevipusl, when planting occurred, any inspections/field
ticatments appled, and any vausual pest finds or abnormal growing patierns, You
should also have mcords of the seed used. Pease se the final pages of this memo
for a emphite © ensure all information is available.

Where can | get the required totes, stickers, and seals?

® The totes are the standard one-ton woven poly wtes and the seals are the standand
shipping seals.

Which Pesticides Can I Usc?

o [|apan has its own pesticide residue Bmirs. These can differ from US MRLs, and a
handful of pesticides have not vetr been appmoved in Japan. Please work with the
Japanese buyer regarding which pesteides are accepmble.  Japanese maximum
regiclue levels (MR L) can be compared with US MRLs at  www globalial com or ar
the Thoes USA"s Global Database link prowers potanesusaco m/resmunces, Please
consider which pesticides have mlerances in Japan when congdering what i apply,

What sprout inhibitor can 1 use?
# The Japaness government does not prohibit the use of spmout inhibitoes, It has

tokrances estmblished for both CIPC and maleic hydmzide, In peactice, Japancse
growers do not use sprout inhibitors, and there have been public concerns in Japan



regarding the wse of such products on potitoes.  Pease check with vour Japanes
buyer regarding individual commercial requirements for sprout inhibitors.

Does the Japanese government need to approve my fields/packing shed?

* Yes Japan wants o be notified of all ficlds and sheds that will supply Japan on an
annual basis. This is done by filling out Forms 1 and 2 (avaikhble from Fommes
US5A), and then having Fo mioes USA submit this document w APHIS. APHIS will
send © Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture (MAFF). Approval does not typically mke
long, however for new shippers this usmlly includes an inspecton by MAFF, though
the inspeetion may occur after shipping has eomimenced and the fields have been
approved,

If an inspecor finds Columbia Root Knot Nematode (CREN) in my shipment, what
happens?
o The shipmeat will be rejected and a phyto will not be issued. The Japancse
government insists that pottoes exported o Japan be free of quamntine pesis,
including Columbia Root koot Mematode,

Are there requirements regarding how soil must be removed?

e The Japanese mgulations only say that soil must be removed. It can be removed
from washing or brushingor both. A phytosanitary certificare will not be issued for
the potmtoes if sod is present. Shipping potanes with soil will o pardize the entine
PrOgLauT.

Could the Japmnese confose skin /netting for soil?

o Thewr is this possibility. The Japanese inspectors may not be familisr with all US
potamn varietes. Oeccaspnally, some pomines” skin will rub agam st each other and
fall to the botwom of a container. This can look similar w soil Pommoes USA has
wotked with the Japancse government o prepae for this possibiity and the
Japanese govermment has confinmed thar they understand there is a difference
between netting and w1l

Con other countries export chipping potatoes to Japan ?
o At the moment, galy the US is approved o export chipping potatoes o Japan,

What is nex?

« The US potaw industy and its Japanese alles hope to continue w expand the
Japanese market by having additional processing facilities approved and allowing
shipping year-arpund as wel. Eliminatng stickers/tags on totes and annual avdits
are also a priorty.  Expanded and improved access for US chipping potames to
Japan is an industey goal However, pest finds, non-complinnee with the procedures
and other pro blems with shipments will slow this process or even cause the marker
by b el sed.



INFORMATION REQUESTED FOR EACH FIELD BY MAFF INSPECTOR

The MAFF audit seemed o work bestif the following information is kept by field. Having
this info rmaton consolidated in one place is recommended.

Hame aof Fleld

Hame of Grower
i ot necessarly cwner of field)

Name of 5hipper

Seed Source Siate

Please include copy of seed tag

Variety of Potatoes

Acres of Field

Date of Planting

Dates of General lnspections
{General nspecton for the field can ba done
by the grower, pesiadvieor, extension ageant,
of sgmnamisl bul musl b wrien,
Please note, soil ins ections Broyst
rematodes am NOT required s part of this

profocol, but can be done j

Date Field Deslgnated for Japan
(When did you decide this field would be used

for Japan chipping potatoss? )

Diate of Haree st




