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IDAHO RUSSET POTATO S1ZE AND GRADE SUMMARY - 2012 CROP

The statistics in this publication were obtaiped from the X2 Potato Objedive Yield Sorvey, USDAS Natiomal
Agricultural Statistics Service would like fo thank all growers who allowed the enumemtors to dig samples in their fickls
Withowt the voluntary coopemtion of the farmers themselves, obtaining valid and timely agricultoral statistics would be
much more ditficult. Because the samples of potatoes were dug by hand, the size and grade statistics in this document do
nid reflect harvesting or handling damage.

The survey results showed for the X012 gop, 329 percent of the nesct potatoes were at least ten ounces, up from 25.6
percent that reached that siee in 200 1 and 2000 percent that reached that size in 2010, OF the Russet potatoes in the 200 2
sample, #).8 percent met the 2.0/ inch or 4 oz, minimum size and grade requirements for LS. No. | potatoes, up from 802
parcent last year. Processing grade and ULS. No. 2 potatoss, witha 1.5 inch minimum, accounted for 180 percent of the
2012 erop.

PROCEDURE

The 2012 Powato Objective Yickd Survey consisted of 211 samples located thmoughout Mdaho in fields selected in an
unbissed manner. The selection of sample fidds was based on all known potato screage planied in 201 2, with each scre
having an equal chance of being chosen. As 4 esult, growens with large acreages were more likely 1o be selected o
participae in this survey. Scvenal sample ficlds with varictics other than Russal were sclected, but only the reparts with
Russet potatoes were used to compile the data in Tables | and 2. For cach sample field, two plots were systematical ly
located wsing computer generated random sumbers, Each plat consisted of atwenty foot section of a mw, Digging of all
samples oceumed immediately prceding harvest or when all vines had died and growth of the twbers was po longer
possible. Three hills of potatoes from cach rwenty-foot mw section were carefully dug, counted. weighed. and then graded
acoording to LLS. DA, standards. Potatoes less than 1.5 inches in di ameter were excluded from this procedure. To measure
the harvest loss, post-harvest gleanings were taken for every fourth sample. The gleaning area consisied of two 3-by-b-
foot plots, located five paces and five ow space equivalents beyond the plois where the polato hills were dug. All
peotatoes and potato pieces, except whole potatoes less than 1.3 indhes in diameter, were collected, weighed, and gmded
Ceographic distribution of the 2012 sample fields is shown in the following table,
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Southwes Ada, Adams, Boise, Canyon, Elmore, Gem, 24
Oraryhiee, Payette, Valley & Washingion

Soumh Cemral Bloine, Camas, Cassia, Gosding, Jerome. 5
Lincoln, Mimdoka & Twin Falls

Emicrn Bannock, Bear Lake, Bingham, Bonneville, 97
Franklin, Jefferson, Madison, Oneidn & Power

Esstera Sood Coamies Butie, Canbouw, Clark, Coster, Fremont, L ¥

Lemhi & Teton
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TABLE | - IDAHO RUSSET POTATOES: SIZE AND GRADE - 202 CROP *
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TABLE 2 - IDAHO RUSSET POTATOES: SIZE AND GRADE - 201 CROP *
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TABLE 3 - IDAHO POTATOES: AVERAGE NUMBER OF HILLS
PER ACRE BY TYPE 2011 & 2012 CROPS ¥
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TABLE 4 - IDAHO ALL POTATOES: QUANTITY LEFT IN FIELD AFTER HARVEST - 2011 & 2012 CROPS ¥
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TABLE 6 - FALL POTATO GRADING CATEGORIES BY TYPE - SELECTEDSTATES: 2011 AND 2012
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