IDAHO POTATO PULSE

Erougiel M L B A GRRD PN NS OIS RO
ebaite: s idkalopotabo. Com

Government Affairs Report &y rFar koe

Last night, October 18, 2011, at approximate ly 5:30 pom. Eastem Time the L. & Senate passed an amendme nt to the
Senate Agricultural Appropriations Bill that would prohibit the United 5tates Depa nment of &g riculture from
spending funds to limit thea mount of potatoes from being served in schoo | mesl programs. The Senate amend ment
was co-sponsaed by idaho S%enators Mike Crapo and Am Risch, and was phrased similarly o a House amendment
proposed by Representative Mike Simpson that was subseque ntly adopted in the Houwse Agriculure Appropriations
Bill. That kil pazsed the House of Re prew niat lves everal weeks ago. Paz=age of the Senate bl could take placeyet
thi wesk, We amticipa t& that the Houze and S=nate bz will now be @&t to a comm ittes to reconcile the
differences betwesn the two Bk and then the agreed upon fimal bill would mowve to passage. There is alwaysa
possibility that the process could get derailed, but for now we are one step closer to kee ping potitoes in schools

Shoukd you get the chance, please send a note or make a call to the members ofour delegation to tha nk the m for
their hard workonour behalf. And besue to ask for their continued support on these important issues to our

imclust ry.

Industry Relations Report &y Todd Cornelison
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For Time and Spoce consderations, | will make this o two pece report.

United Fresh Public Policy Conference:
Every year United Fresh Produce Assocition holdsa public policy confere nce in Washington D.C. The aim of the
conference & for fresh produce growers fromarcund the nation to meet and discuss the political issues that are most
concerning o the industry. This year the conference focused on:
#  CHILD WUTRITION INCREASING FEUITAND VESETABLE COMSUMPTION) 5 hoo| Nutrition — Brea kfast and Lunch

Proga m

EWMSURING A VIAELE AG W ORKFORCE [ E-verify Bsues

FOOD SAFETY/Prod uce Traceability Initiathe (PTI)

PROTECTING VITAL SPECIALTY CROP PROG RA NS Farm Bill

The fellbwing toplc we e addressed In Pat 1; Pototo Pulse dated October 12, 2011
Child Nutrition and Increasing Frult and Veg etable Consumption
Ensufing a Viable Ag Workforce

FOO D SAFETY/Produce Traceability (PTI)

Az part af the Public Poliey meeting, we had the opportunity 1© visit the FDA&, and discuss the implementation of the
recently pased Food Safety Mode rnlzation Act. Since the pow=age of thie bill, our mez=age © our Congrez=men,
Semtors, and United Fresh has not cha nged, W hile we s upport food safety, the new Act needs to be dzked based a nd
commodity s pecific. Ourconoern & that we might be under the same rulesand mgulationsas mekbns or keafy greems
[high rizk fruitsand vegetables ). During the FDA presenta tio n, fruits a nd veg etables we re se @ ted into thiee classes,



“In Soope,” “In Soope with Exemptions"and “Bmpt” Basically, “In Scope™ mea e high rek, and “In Soope with
Exemptions" means genera lly eaten cooked. A slide shown during the presentation clearly leted potatoss as a vegetable
that & "In Scope with Bxsemptions.” This iz our first indication that potatoes will b2 handled diffe rently than other high
rekecrops. Since implementation of the bill = in &= infancy, we can't really say where that leaves potatoes when it
comesta FTland ather food = feby ke ees, bul we can zurmize that the standandz we will have o meet look ke they will

be commodity specific.
PROTECTIN G VITAL SPECIALTY CROP PROGRAMS/ Fam Bill

Without exception, every af fice we vizited d Bcusmed the current econamk situa ton and most of the outlbobks wene dim.
With that zaid, the 2012 farm bill will be quite a challenge. Spec bty ¢ rope made many inmads in the 2008 farm Bill, such
az MAP (Market Access Funds) funds, and dEaster program funds, It will b= toug h to ma ke sure all of aur “new”

prog rams from the 2008 Farm Bill ma ke it in to the 2012 Farm Bill, but that & our goal. Our message o our Legishtors &
this: mughly 87% of the Farm Bill iz actually nutriticn funds, Le. Food Stamps and 5 kool Nutrition. Only approximately
18% of the Farm Bill is actually spent on fam programs. If there are cuts, we need to make sure thatall of the pogra me
receive the cuts, not just the agriculture part of the Bill.

Calendar

wber

1627 USPE Dehy Industry Mesting. Boke

Hovember

1-2 IPC Maweting, Mosoow

1 United of daho Board Meeting, kaho Falk

89 klaho Association of Pt Protection Meeting, Jerome

g HASS Re port Fall Potato Acreage and Froduction

15 New IPC/I554 Office Open Houwse, 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m., 3670 5 25" E, ldaho Falls

16 United Potato Growe rs of kdaha /IPCWhetesto p Tour, 11:00a.m., Hillon Garden Inn, Idaho Falk

16 MG 54 Fall Mesting/IFCW histlestop Tour, 6000 p.m., Hilton Ga e n Inn, Idaho Falls

17 IPCREE Committes Meeting, 8:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m., IPC/IGSA Office, Ida ho Falls

18 U of | Storage Advlzory Commitiee Meeting, Kimberly

30 Intradietion o Focd Safety and HAACP Warlkshop for Spanizh Spea kerz, |dahs Falk
Registration: 208 364-E188, paulapBuidahoedu, warw. tec hhe lp.o g

December

3 MG 5A Board Meeting, Salt Lake Ciey, UT

& United af idaha Board Mesting, ldaha Falk

| PRIMUS GFS Cemtification Workzsha pe for Onion & Potato Packe refG rowers, Ha he Falls
Regitration: 208 361-6188, paubp@uidaho edu, www techhelp.org

11 HASS Re port Fall Potato Acreage and Production, Percent of Fall Acreage by Variety

1516 IPC Meeting, Eagle

17 First Annual Famous Idaho Pota to Bowl, Boise

Janua ry

d-6 POTATO EXPD 2012, Orl ndo, FL

&7 NPC Annual Meeting, Orlanda, FL

1819 klaho Potate Confere noe and Ag Expo, kaha State University, Pomtelle



