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NRCS ANNOUNCES SPECIAL INITIATIVES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012

BOISE, ID = December 1, 2011 = The Natural Resouroes Conse rvation S rvice is offe rng conserna tionasetance o
kdaho agricultural producers and landowners through three special initiantives: the On-Farm Energy Initiative, Orga nic
Initiative and Ssasonal High Tunne | Initative. NRCS acce pts applica tions for a=istance on a continuous basis
throughout the yvear. There will b= three anking periods for these special initiatives ending on February 3, Maxch 30
and June 1, 7012

“The=e inklathves provide a different a pproach to conserving mzourcezon ldaho's agriewltwra | b nds,” = id Jeff Buraell,
MRCS Skate Conzervationist, "By offering initiatves that respond to changing conditions in agricultural pmduction N RCS
can be more effective in helping prod uce rs maintain sustain be operations.”

Brief overviewszof the initiativeza re |leed below:

On-Farm Energy Initiative: NRCS and producers develop Agricultural Energy Management Plans (AgEMF) or farm enengy
audits that as=ess enegy cosumption. NRCS then wses auditdata to develop & nergy consenva tion recomme ndations.
The audits assess power usa ge for equipment, farming processes, and farm headguarters including efficiencies in
Ivestoc k buildings, grain handling operations, a nd similar facikities that support the farm o pera tion

Dirg anic Initiative: NRCS he lps certified orga nic growersa nd prodice s working to achieve orga nic certification irsta ll
conse nvation practices fororganic production. New for fiscal year 2012, the applica tion eva Wation process has been
changed to support implementation of conserva tion practices ina timelier ma nner.

Seasonal High Tunnel Pllot Initative: NRCS helps producers plan and implement high tunnels, stes|-fm med,

po e thylene -cove red striect ures that extend growing ssasons inan envisonmentally safe manner, High tunne | b nefit
phint and soil quality and eduwce nutrient and pesticde use. Thi inititive & avaib He statewide and & not mstricted to
organic producers as it was bst year.

For morespec ific informa tion on these initiatives or to learn more about ebgitility reguie ments, stop by your local

USDA se vice center or viEit NRCS online at bt/ Swerw. nres. weda goviprograms).

Contacts:

Elliot Traher, Acting Asiztant State Comneenva tio nist = Programs; 208 378 5703
Alexis Colins, Public Aff irs Speci list: 208 685, @78

On-Farm Energy Initia tive Contact, Dick ohnson, 208, 585,892

Orga nic Initiative Contact, Dee Carkon, 208, 6885.6585

Seasonal High Tunre| Initiative Contact, Markn Winger, 208.378.5730

FARMERS AND RANCHERS ARE REMINDED OF ADJUSTED GROSS REVENUE AND MULTEPERIL CROP
INSURAMNCE PROGRAM DATES

SPOKAME, Wash, December 5 201 1=The Rizk Manage ment Agency reminds produce rsof wimer and spring sa les
closing dates fior the Multiple Peril Crop Insurance [(MPCI) programs, the Adjusted Gmoss Revenus Pilot (AGR) awa ilable
in s lect Northwest counties, a nd the Adjusted Gross Revenue-Lite [AGR-Lite) pograms available thmughout the
Pacific Mort hwest, AGR and AGR-Lite cover most farm-raised crops, anima k, and animal products

Upcoming reglonal sales closng dates:



January 31, 2012 Fima l date to cbt@in orchange 8GR insurance inselect countiesin ldaho, Oegonand
Waszhington. Final date o submit required documents to continue or change 2012 AGR- Lite
insura nce for EXISTING FOUCY HOLDERS in Alska, idaho, Oregon and Washington

February 1, 2012 Fina | date to ebain or change crop Insuranoe covera ge for 2011 Spring Plinted Onians in
Idaha, Oregan and Wazhingtanand Cabbage in Oregon and Was hington.

March 15, 2012 Final date to obtain or change ALL OTHER Spring Seeded MPCI (excluding wheat in counties
with Falland Spring planted types)
Finaldate to obtain 2011 AGR-Lite insurance for NEW APPLICATION/EN ROLLMENT POLICIES
in Alaska, Idaho, Oregonand Was hington.

Curment poleyholers and unmnsured growers must make all of their decizions on crop |nsurance coverage, espec lally
whic hcmops to insure and whic h level and type of coverage to obtain, prior to the sales closingdate, Note: Billing
dates for Federal crop insurance policies were cha nged effective for 2012, Mast billing da tes we re moved up to August
157,

AN reminds producers of the impoar@nt link betwee n Fede ral cro p insumsnce and Farm Seryice Agency | FSA) dea ster
prog rams. For non-ineura be crops, 8 poducer may buy coverage under the Nonineued Crop Deaster Ass gtance
Frogram by theclosing date. For Further information about timet bles, please contact the local FSA County Office.

Producers are encouraged tovisit their crop insurance agent soon 1o karn specific details for the 2002 crop year.
Federal crop insurance prog ram polbcies a e sold and delivered sokely throw h privatecrop nsurance compan ies and
agents. Allstefcrop Insuranceagents & ava llable atall U 50A Sendce Centers throughout the Unied Staes araon the
AhA Webzite at http S fwanw 3 rma =da gov/iools/agents.

Contact: Jo Lynne Seufer (509) 228-6320



