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This week USDA APHE held talks in Porth nd, Oregon with theircounterpa s from Eorea. IPC and the Oregon Potato
Co mmission were available at the talks akong with USPB/NPCand industry Representative Matt Lantz. We ware
awailable and able to provide technical assistance when needed. Good progress was made during the ta ks, and we
anticipate Idaho fesh potatoes will soon beallowed back into Korea.

The Idaho State Department of Agriculture has isswed the following press elease concerning the Certified Seed Law.
If you have any questions about what the law requres, please contact 1504 at 208-332-8620.
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Purchasing Potatoes for Planting Certified Seed Guarantees Good Yield and a He althy Crop

Boise - Enacted by the Ids ho State Legslatume in 1996, the Idaho Seed Pota to law requires that all potatoes for

ph nting purposes offered for sale ordistribution into or within kdaho be irspected and certified. Certifcation
agencies such as the ks ho Crop Improvement Association provide irepection and certfication services fora variety
of seed types, including potatoes. Certifications help o ensure variety purityand health of the seed.

Potato plantscan be plagued with many disea ses — bacteria L viral and funga | — and some ofthese are passedon
thmugh potato tubers. Potatoes seen in the supermarket should not be wed for seed. They may contain kevels of

disease that will utimately affect yield a nd quality. They ako may have been treated to prevent spouting, which wil
causze the plant to not produce a viable poteto yield.

Certified seed potatoes are tested for major pota to diseases, and lawve been selected to provide the best results with
the highest yield potential. Producers of seed pots toes rigorously chean and protect their premises and do a rigomus
selection to incresse seed over a few generations from isok ted nuclea r stocks. The first leaf merstem & used in

tissue culture because it has a far lower riskof comtaining virus pa ticles.

An exception to the bw allows for potato growers to pb nt leck potato "eliminators” grown by them on their farm,
provided they are no more than one gereration remaved from Cenified Seed planted by them and that it & has been
tested by the aho 5 te Depatment of Agriculture and found s ubstantia lly free from disease. Growers seeking this
e mption need o get theirsamples in early as the test @ kes up to two weeks once the mmpled pot oes hawe

sprouted.

Penalties for a viok tion of this law n run as high as 510 per hundredweight of pota toes in viclation of the law.
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Industry Relations Report &y Todd Comelison
Tim O Connor addresses Industry |ssuesat the LSPE Annual meeting

During the recent USPR Annual meeting, Tem O Connar, Preside nt and CEOQ of the USPB, gawve an upcate an what he
considersd were the most pressing iseesconfronting the USPE, KIr, O'Connor stated that “Industry Secior
Competition” continues to be a problem. He defined this competition as infighting between fresh a nd process g owers



as well as Mational a nd International programs which are all competing for limited USPE funds. Tim gaveexamplesof
how all programs help in all sectors. He described how the "fresh” sector does not just mean do mestic marketing. He
exph ined that we have multiple opportunities to increase process sales domestically through the e of frozen a nd
dehydrated potato keme. He further explained that Intermatiora | Marketing is not just exclusive ly process sales. He
gave examples of Intemational pragrams which enabled fresh potato walkes o the Pacific Rim and seed potate sales to
various Latin American courtries. Wr, O'Connarurged the group to try o think of the progm me as not co mpetitive but
rather cumulative in natum; they all build offone another to & hieve a common goal, that goal & mcreasing otal
consumption, Tim went on to exphin that our industry faces realchallenges that need to be met with a united effont
and sector competition just diminishes our ability to confront these s uves. Some of the isuves he referred to ane;
Declining demand in all areas of our industry, the continued pressure from low carb diets and changingcomsumer
lifestyles and meal preferences.

GSA Section 32 Purc tase Training Webi be held March 241t

The IGSA & holding a Webinar toa id shippers in understanding how 1o take advantage of the recent USDA Section 32
purhase. The Webina rwill be held on Wed nesday, March 24™ at 11am MST. If you would like to atie nd the webinar,
pleaze provide your e-ma il address to Travies Blacker at iblac ker@idahoshippe s ong or contact him at (208) 38059560
with amy questions.,

Calendar

hMarch
1517 IPC Commision Mesting, Eagle, 1D

18 USDA Partal Trainng Workshap, Pre-Registra tion Required Un e reity Place Campus in ldabha Falls, 1D
1400-5:00 p.fmi., Roam 204, Cemter for Highes Education Building (CHE)

18 IGSA PTI Committes Maesting, 1G5A4 Office, Haho Falls, ID

25 IG5A Gonvention ommittes Meeting 2:00 p.m, 534 Office, Idaho Falks, ID

25 IG5A Boa rd Meeting 3:00 p.m., Idaho Falls, 1D

April

6 United of Idaho Board Meeting, Idaho Falk, ID

1314 I Commission Meeting, Eagle, ID

20-23  United Fresh Produce Assocition onvention, Las Vegas, NY

4 United af Idahe Board Mesting, Idaho Falk, 1D
1314 IPC Commision Meeting, Eagle, 1D

15 Idaha Potato Commision Marathon, Baise, ID
22-25 HNational Restaurant Association Show, Chicago, IL

hine
8 Idaho Eastern Oregon Potato Committes Meeting, Twin Falls, |D
g9 G54 Boa d Meeting, Twin Falls, D

1517 NPCSummer Meeting, Alamosa, 0
2213 |MC Commission Meeting, Eagle, ID



