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Full access to the Mexican market for Idaho® and U5 potatoes has been a long standing pricrity for the Ida ho potato
industry. last week, our two U5 Senators joined with theircolleag ues to urge the Executive branch of our
government to remain firm in supporting our position. Inaddition, Governor Otter wrote directly to the President on
thi is=we [see attached). Cong ress man Simpson has alzo been a cha mplon in support of cur @ we. Theirsupport is
greatly appeciated, not anly here in ldaha, but by the entire potato cammunity.

SENATORS URGE BETTER ACCESS TO MEXICAN POTATO MARKET
Citr Mexico’s agreement topurchase fresh potatoes

Washington, D.C — Idaho Senators Mike Crapo and Jim Rich have joined a mumber oftheir colleagues in an effort to
increase salkes of 1.5 potatoes to Mexico. The Mexican market for pota toes from Idaho and other .5 states is
estimated o be worth about 530 milbzan.

Mexico signed an accord in 2003, agreeing to |cmare ¥ import restrictions on pota toes frafm ldaho and other U, 5 states.
Gince the agres ment was signed, howsver, the Mesican govemment haz not fulfilled its commitment, citing concerns
with pest control and snitary isues. |nthe letter. Crape, Risch a nd seven others say those conce ms are wstly
oventated

The Semators are @ lling on U5 Trade Representathe Ron Kirkand Secret g of Agriculure Tam Vikack to interse ne
with the Mexlcan gove mment o end the nine-year st lemate over U5 expartz o Mexieo. Thelr letter follows:

Deam r Ambassador Kirk and Secretary Vilsac k:

As you are both aware, we have been very supportiveof efforts to obtainaccess for ULS. potatoes to allof
Mexico. Inspie of these efio s, Mexioo has falled o fulfill the reguirementsof the market access agree ment
signed by the Unied States and Mexico in 2003 that establehed a clear path forachieving better access for our
natian's pois praducts. Az Mexioo s potent bl e ntry Into the Trame-Pacife Partnership negotis thone contnues
to bedisx u=ed, we urge your Agencies to wo rkwith Mesico to resolve the outstanding concerns on ma rket

acoess for U5, fresh potatoes,

Recently, an intemationa | pa nel ofexperts was convened to review the technical Esues associated with
expanded ma rket acoess. According to the pa el of experts, only Gof the &7 pests that Mexico raised issue
with were found to be "of concern.” During the mediation, it was initially agreed that mitigation measures
would be taken for 3 of the pests. However, Mexico laer insisted that mitligation be done for 33 pests, even
though the panelof experts did not conskder these a rick forspreading thmugh fresh potatoes. Thie
unnecEsary red uiement by the Mexican government has led to the deadleek tha t we currently face on thiz
j=mue. These extraand vhpneces=ary mitigation meazuses are aneffective trade barrerthat & not supported by
oF EMnoE .

Further, in addition to the pest concerns, the panel examined and found that Mexioo has not applied
esta bished principles for dealing with the sanitarya nd phyto-sanitary issues. We hope that the very limited
s&t of remaining is= ues identified by the panel will ke resoled quickly, and U_5. potatoes will gain fairand full



access to Mexican markets. Taking steps to addes these outstanding ma rket access issues would send a very
positive signa | that Mexico is willing to wo rkon constructive solutions and create better trade policy.

The: fa ilune by Mexico to resohe the potato market acoess dis pute & concerning. g iven the g owing evide noe
that any risks associated with the movement of fresh pota toes from the United 5ta tes to Mexico can be
effectively mitigated. We strongly urge you to continue to push Mexioo on resolving these technical issuesand
communicate o Mexico the importa noe of impleme nting the market accessagree ment for U 5. fresh potatoes.

Sincemly,

Sarator Mari Cantwe || [D-Washington
Serabor Mike Crapo (R-1daha)

Sermtor Patty Murray [ D-Was hington)
Semator Jim Risch (R-kdaha )
Semator Ron Wyden (D-Oregon)
Sema tor leff Merkley (D-Oregon)
Semator Mark Udall (D- Calorada)
Serator Michasl Bennett (D-Colorado)
Serator Herb Ko hl (D-Wizscenin

To directly ink to this news release, pease use the folowing address:
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Industry Relations Report &y Todd Cornelison
2013 United 500 e s Porio Board idoho Delegates Elec Bon meebing:

Elections for the 2013 Idaho USPE Delegates will take place at the ldaho Falk IPCofficean June 19th from 9:00 a.m.
wntil 11900 8. m

There are Sopen positions and 1 delegate who is up for re-election
DiEtrict 1{Boise - Mtn Home): 1 positonopen
DiEtrict 2 (Wtn. Home - Burleyl No positions open
DiEtrict 3 (Burley - Pocatelle): 1 position open
District 4 [Pocatells - Haho Falls): 2 positions open, 1 position up for re-election
DEtrict 5 |dahe Falls - 5t. Anthamy): 1 pasition spen
Detrict & (ssed dEtrict): Mo positione apen

Par protocol vobted on by the delega tes a few of yea reago, if there are no interested candidates foran open position
ina district, the position can be filled by a candidate from a other district.

USPE Diversity Statement

The US Department of Agriculture’s programs are open to all individuals witho ut rega rd 1o race, color, religion, sex,
natianal arigin, age of marial status, and it & the USPE's pabey that membzehip onthe Boa rd and B2 committess
reflect the dhverzity of individualz served by it prog mme |t i therefore the Board's policy to have the representation
of ppducer: from diverze backgrounds on it board and strongly encourages women, minorities and persons with
disabilities to seek nomina tiors to the Board and to pa rticipate in the Boa rd's activities.

For more information on the USPE as the nation's potato marketing crganimtion, positionsd asthe “mtalyst for
positive change,” and the central organizing force in implementing prog @ me that will increase dema nd for potatoes,
please visit www. uE potatoes.com.
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kdaho Eastern Oregon Potato Committee Meeting, Twin Fallz

IG5A Board Meeting, Twin Fall

HASS Stocks and Processing Re part to lune 1

USPE ldaha Delegabes Election mesting, |daho Falls

United af ikdaho Board Mesting, ldaho Falls

idaho Potatoe Commission Meeting, idaha Falk

Uniwrsity of idaho Pest Management Research Tour 8:30 a.m., Aberdeen
University of daho Pest Management Research Tour 8:30 a.m., Kamberly

United of idaho Board Mesting, idaho Falls

Summer Potsbo Acreage and PFreductlen, Fall Potato Aceage, Cenified Seed Potato Acreage, Perent
of Fall Acreage Planed by Type

HPC Summer Meeting, Bar Harbor, ME

Uniwersity of idaho Twilight Pest Manage ment Tour, Kimberly

IG5A Board Meeting, Idaho Falls

idaho Potato Commssion Meeting, Bagle



