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Government Affairs Report ey rat Kok

August marks the time whe n Cong ess adjourns and it s common for our two Senators and Represe atives to vis®
with constituents. Ther a re several town hall style meetings taking ploe, and it’s always a good idea to attend if you
possibly can. At the federal level, hea lth care reform, cimate change/energy legislation, food safety kgisk tionand
pesticide e-registrations are all moving forwa d and will grea tly impact the agricultura | community.

Al the state kevel, the lower than estimated tax receipis continue to point towards a difficul legebtive session coming
up next January. Much of the dis usions now taking phice revolve around further ed wctions in st te funded

prog mme. The impact on the potato industrycan be seen in disc ussions on how to balanoe the budget of UIs College
of dgriculkure and Life Sciences, pa ticularly the dscussion on which exte nsion centen will clbse o balance the budget,

Industry Relations Report 6y Todd Cornelinon

Matonal Potato Council (NPC) Boad Members
The Natlonal Petate Councll is a valuntary arga nization supported by quota assessments from state onganizatons,

allied mdetry memberships and = ponsarships, and direct ly by poatato grewe rs thieug h membership dues. daha
curfenthy has nine board members on the Council, This year, one of our baa el member positions has been vacated,
People ime msted in filing the position should contact Tedd CormeliEon (208) 555-4792 or Pat Kole (208 ) B30-4936,
Leade s hip positions on the Councilallbw individuals to work with govemment offciak and leaders in the potato
industry nationwide, At the upcoming 5Sun Valley meetings, a d scussion will be held on esta bl hing procedures for
s lecting pecple for these positions

Consen ation Stew ardship Program

The NRCS hasanmnounced the initla | sign-up for the Conservation Stewa mzhip Program as autharized by the 2008 Fa m
Bill. Thiz program pravides annual paymentz o producers forescting and additiona | oonsefva tion practoes. Them (s
aleo s supplemental payment for produeers adopting a " ufce comterying cop mtation", which means tee out af
three years must be plinted o a resouce conserying crop. Like other NRCS programes, producer ap plica tions will be
ranked, Inthis case the ranking poolfor potato growers will be Southem daho Ag land. By statute the maximum
annual payment cap is 340,000 per&rm. The exact payment ra te will not be known until the total sign-up request is
knowmn,

The imitial program sign-up ends September 1st, with additio el sign-up perods to follow. Growers need to go to their
bocal NRCS office to get an iInformation packet and learn the details of the pogra m.

Flease refer o the press elease below and this link from the iaho NRCS office:
hitp . ferwwid s usda goviprograms/new o index, htm|

Calendar
August

17-19 FAA Sustamability Summit, San Francees, CA
19.20 Thaila el Gevernment Ofc o k seed tour, Idahe Falls, 1D




tember

14-17

2-5
20-21

United of daho Board Mesting, idaho Falk, 1D

BGSA Anna | Gonvention, Sun Valley, 1D

IPC Marketing Comm ittee Meeting, 1:30 — 2:45 pm, Continenal Room, Sum Valley Inn
IPC Ag Affaire Committee Meeting, 300 - 4:45 pm, Continental Roam, Sun Valley Inn
IPC Commission Meeting Breakfast, 7:30am, Sun Valey, ID

USPB 2009 State/Nationa | Works hops, Phoenix, AZ

P4, Bnaheim, CA
IPC Commission Meeting, Boise, ID



