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Government Affairs Report by rai kol

Imias the Legsla e was begnming to ook ot dasne spending culs, the lederal stimules package possed and s
being signed into bw, This wall probably lengihen the seeon as it wll ke some time 10 sor through the
rmmifications of this massive fedeml law, The legslature has sveml other pending pieces of k gslation that
impact agrcul ure but not potatoes. The easy way 1o stay up on what s being considered 15 1o use the state web
sbe: htip: www lemska e wdaho.gpv’.  There you can see mostof what the Legisla e is up 1o,

2 the federul level, there has been a comprehensive food safety bill intreduced. With wlat "s happened on
peanuts, this bll, or something like i, is going to gel sriows considemiion. We contine 1o work for o safe,
practical and non-burawratic food safe by progmam that will keep food affordable for consumers. 11%s going 1o be
tough todo this in the curmeni environment. This will be one of the major topics for the wpcoming NPCPPC
meching slarting in jusla week.

Indusiry R dations Report Gy Tedd Comelisen

Each week as | (ulfill my ever expanding role as your Indistry Relations Director, 1 find mysell attending more
and more meetings and | begin towonder i the avermge polato grower realizxes how many orgunimions o
lockingout for his'her best interesis. As an example, lasi week 1 was in the 1GSA (ldaho Grower Shappers
Association) Board meeting and lisiened while Travis Blacker updaied his board on a recent progmm they were
helping to develop, due to the intermittent shorages of refmigerated rail cars that Idaho endures:

“CH Robinson and the IG8A are pleased 1o annownce an intermodal progmm to help member's be lier serve ther
cistomers in the stales of NY, PA, MDD and MJ, CH Robinson, in conjuimction with Allmnce Shippers, has
discovered a unigue opporiunity with specific trains leaving from Morth Uiah to P A sbow 5 nmes perweek. By
wiilizing these trains, [GSA members will be able 10 1ake advantage of this “blue sireak™ service and ship these
imntermodal lomds o arcas of the US that are tough and expensive 1o shap 1o, Tranat limes [or these loads are 5-7
diapys and they ae able 1o lut this aboul 99% of the tume, Early indicatsom suggest that the pricing for thas
srvice will be around 10% below the tnick market, This progam kicked ofT during the week of Jammry 12 with
7 trailers that were boaded with potatoes, taken down to Wiah and pliced on Matbed ml cars. These cars then
headed 1o Moriheast P A where they were inloaded and delivered io the customers. When the program is up 1o
Tull steam, 32 trailers per week will be offered to the IGSA members™

Travis went on to explain that this progam could alleviate o small part of the freight dissdvaniage that Idaho
deals with every day. allowing us o be more competitive in the markei place. While | realize not all growers are
members of the IGEA, 1 do feel it"s imporiant to keep them informed of new evenis.

Calend ar

Febmgry

17 IGSA Sam Valley Convention Commiliee Meeting, Idalo Falls, 1D

19 Miller Resamch Crop Pest Management Scmunar, Buwley Hest Wesiern, Barley, 1D
(900 pm = | 2:00 pm BSVP rogured)

23 AgShippes Workshop, Boise [1), in conjumetion with Ag Summit
B30 am — 1 230 pm, Double Tree Riversde.

23 Ag Summil Strolling Dinner { Double Tree Riveside - Boise, $:30pm) Conlaci Rick Waitley, 208-B88-
I EH

23.24 Kaho Ag Summit [ Double Tree Riversade - Boiss) Conlact Rick Wailley, 208-ERE-098E or
waw idahoagammmil.ong
4 Foreign Animal Dissase Respomse Course, Farmer’s BMutual Telephone Company.



Community Room 319 SW 3" Sweet, Fruitland, 1D
25 Foreign Animal Discase Resporse Course, [daho State Depariment of Agrsculiune,
Conference Rooms A & B, 2270 Ol Penitentiary Romd, Bois, 1D
24-25  United Fresh Produce GAPs Mecting, Hillon Wmshingon Dulles Adrport, Wislinglon, D,
23-26  MPC 2009 Public Policy Conference, L"Enfont Flam Hotel, Washington, D.C,
25 Food Producers of aho Weekly Legshative Mectingildaho Ag & Grain C tr - Boise: 9:00 am)
Contact Rick Waitley, 208-888-0988
19-26 Polale Indusiry Lesdership Institule

United Potato Growers of Maho Board meeting, Idaho Falls, 1D

Food Prodicers Weekly Legslaiive Mecting, [daho Ag& GrainCenier, Boise, 1D
Uimiled Fotalo Growers of Klaho Foikio Pariners Meciing, Shilo [on

F:00 am = 2:00 pm. daho Falls, 1D

IPC nomination meeting. Shiko Inn, Idaho Falls, 10

United Potato Growers of aho Polato Partners Mecting. Burley Inn

G:00 am — 1 :30 pm, Burley, 1D

R&EE Commillee meelng Shils Inn, Twin Falls [T

10«13 USPR Anmual Mecting, Denver, Co

11 Food Producers Weekly Legslative Meeting. Idaho Ag& Grin Center, Boise, 1D
17-18  IPC Commission Mecting. Boise, [

18 Food Producers Weekly Legislative Meeting, Idaho Agd& Grain Center, Boise, 1D
19 1GEA Boand Mecting Idalo Falls, 1D

2227 World Polalo Congress, Mew Zealond

Apnl

7 United Potato Growers of Maho Board meeting, Iaho Falls, 1D

14-1% 1IPC Commisaon Meeing Bowse, [

May

5 United Polato Growers of daho Board mecting, Idaho Falls, 1D

14-15 IPC Commisson Mecling Boise, [

16 1P C Maimal hon, Bois, 1D

1519 MRA Show, Chicags, 1L



