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FINAMCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE FOR ORGANIC PRODUCERS

Boise, ID, Mgy 21, 200 2 — The Nahural Resourees Conservation Sarvice is looking fbrorgnie producers interested im
plcllr.'\cl:an their land *s revoumees, The NRC S Cll'l::lnjr Initiative can |:|:'|.[.'| cerified |:|I'|:-.'||1.i.|: ph:u:llqn:h azaell as
producers tmmitioning to ofganic production imvest in resouice consetving practicss., P roducers must sign up by June
| to be elighle for 200 2 funds.

Examples of pmetices include cover crops, muk hing, irigntion water mamgement and mitrient mam gement. “There
are comservation practices that can help amy organic opem tion big or small,” said Marlon Winger, NRCS State
Agronomist,

“Mont organic producers lack nitiogen in their crop rontion and cover crogs an help,”™ Winger said, “The cover crop
comcvation practice can pay 330 ko 359 per ace. Mo importantly cover crops benefit soil health and fubwre crops by
protecting soil from wind and water erosion, increasing soil biodiversity, and adding nitrogen to the soil.”

Applications are taken at any time of the year for the Organic Initiative. But the last ranking period for 2012 ends June
1. NRCS evalmtes the applications received by this date and si gn contracts with producers with the hi ghest ranking
applications,

Currently oo rtified orga nic produce s and those tramsitioning to organic prodwction systems are eligible to apply kor
the program. Ta find out a lout the Organic mitiative and e ligiblity requirements, contact your loa | NRCSoffice.
Eligibke producers could receive a signifiant percentage of the cost to imnsta ll comservation practicess.

To kearn morea bout the Organic Initiative, conse ration practices or your eligibdity, contact the N RCSoffice inyour
aea. Find the office nearest you at hitpyfwww.id_nrcs. usda.govy) and click the link “Find a Service Center” at the end
of the |kt on the left side orcall 208-378-5700.




