IDAHO POTATO PULSE

Lreran®d 23 aipw B, 25w Bl Meio Downins o
Wwebsite i sidaksdstato, oom

Great news| On Friday, USDA announced the purchase of up to 59 milllon in fresh potatoes.
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AGRICULTURE SECRETARY VILSACK ANNOUNCES FOOD PURC HASES FOR DOMESTIC NUTRITION PROGRAMS
Aszists Blueberry, Peor, Potato, Peach, and Mixe d Fruit Formers and Producers

WASHINGTOM, lan. X, 2010 - Agricultue Secretary Tom Vilack oday anmounced USDA"s intention to pur hase
5.1 milllon worth of bluebemy, pear, potato, peach and msed fruit preducts for federal food nutritlon &=istance

[ rogra mie.

"These purc hases will help stabilize prices and markets, stimulate the economy, a nd provide high quality, nutritious
food to schook and food banks while assisting blugbarry, pear, potato, peach and mixed fruit producers," said

Vikac k.

USDA intends o purchase up to 59 million of fresh potatoes, 58.2 million of peach and mixed fruit products, 57
million of frozen bluebemies, and 54.9 million of fresh pears and canned pears packed in light oresxtra kght syrup. The
department will s2ek the lowest oweall costs by surveying potential sup pliers and pu bicly imviting bids to assure
contracts a e awarded to res ponsible bidders,

A number of economic factors have ked to surpluses, so these purchases will help alkeviate thestress causad by

hig her imentories and low prices that farme e are receiving lor their commod ities. In addition, these funds will belp
support the rum | economy by putting revenue into the hands of growers, which can stimulate eco nomic activity at
the lacal ewvel.

These hea lthy lood purchazes will go to suppan the National School Lunch Program, the Schoa| Breakfast Program,
the Summer Food Servioe Program, the Food Detributon Programon Inda n Reservations, thiz Co mmod ity
Supphementa | Food Program and The Emerge noy Food Ass Btance Pogram, programs that frequently provide food o
children in need, Products purchased from today's announcement will come from all sizes of farm operations across
the country and will be delivered 1o a wide variety of Americans.

Government food expert focus on ensuring all purc hesed food & heakhyand nutritious. Food iterns normally are
required to be ow in fat, sugar and sodivm. The commodities must meet specified grade requirementsand be U S0A-
certified to ensure they meet government standa rds of qua lity. USDA purchases only co mmodities produced in
America.

For more information on purchaze details, interested suppliers should contact the appoprie & Contracting Ofticer for
ea h commodity progm@m, which can be found on the AMS o mmodity Precurement Web page:

htkp )/ wearw . ame. usda poviep.




Follew us on Twitter o receive the latest press mleases, stories, and imporant updates about the Agriculural
Marketing Service at: hitp:/iwitier.oom/USDA AMS HNEWS

USDA B an equal op portunity provider, employer and kender. To file a complint ofdiserimination, write: USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., 5.W., Washington, D.C 20250-9410 ar call (B00) 795-3272
[wolce) or (202) 720-E382 (TDD)

Calendar

February

8 Ag Trans Works hop, Doubletree Riverside, Boize, ID

8-5 2010 larry Branen ldaho Ag Summit, Doubletres Riverside, Bokse, 1D

10 IPC REE Committes meeting, 1. 30 p.m., Hikon Garden n, Twin Falls

11 IPC Ag Affaire Commitiee mesting, 10:00 a.m., Hikon Garden Inn, Twin Fa lls
18-25 2010 Potato Industry Leadership Iretite

2235 HPC Publie Paliey Conference, Wazhingtan, DC

Maxh

2 United of aho Board Mesting, ahao Falk, 1D

11-12 USPE Annual Meeting, Denver, 00

1617 IPC Com mission Mesting, Eagle, ID

18 USDA Portal Training Warkshap, P re-Registra tion Required Uniersity Place Campus in ida ho Falls, 1D

1:00-5:00 p.m., Ream 204, Center for Higher Bduweation Build ing [CHE)



