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Sustainability

I recently attended the Food Marke ting Instituie s { FRI) Food Indusiry Sustimbihity Swmmit in BMinmeapolis
Although the summit was mainly attended by retailers, it gave me a wonderful opportunity 1o obse ve their
thinking and progress in the arca of sustansbility. Without a doubt, re ailers believe that sustaimability is being
pushed by a more eco-conscwus consuwmer and their siudses show ihal consumers wani 1o by producis ihai are
part of the “solution™ mither than part of the problem. Examples inclule the incresmad demand for producis
that ore marked “eanh friendly™ or “sustminably gown™ S from the reiailer’s point of view, this dogsn™1
appear to be a short ierm fad and that mamslkies inte a decsion for the pomio industry. Are we going o lead
ithis efforiand put iogether a program for curselves, or are we going o have that program dictated 10 18 & our
cislomers starl demanding sustimble praducis? | am happy 10 sy that we are on the keading edge of
sustiimbiby, with ow ldaho Ssmimblily Commikee, our involvement in the PHNW Ssoimablily Task
Force and the work of John Keeling and the Mational Polale Council (MPC), As | sat in the meetings in
Minneapolis, | couldn’t hkelp but wonder; is this new bieed of consumer willing to pay for the incicased cosis
that come along with sustanable producis? Potato growers here in [daho know that wiath more standards come
more cosis, Who is going 1o bear thal buden? Ceriminly not w alone. These me the ihings that musi be
answerd by the commilice pror 1o approving any stamdanl . | wall clos by leavang you with a thought from
the Swnmil by Gene Kohn, Global Sismimability OfMicer at Gencml Mills Inc.: If every sctaber and [ood
supplier in the nation became 1007 sustaimble, they would amount to less than 1 5% of the 101l enengy use
of the food secior, To truly become sustaimble , as a naton, we mst get agneu ue on boand .
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Taiwan fresh shipments

If you're interested in shapping fresh potaioes o Tawan from this summer™s crop, a ke blght mspection 1s
stll required. The inspection mist be performed by the Idaho Smie Department of Agricul e, and the D ld
must still be gowing and approximately rwo weeks from harvest. Due 1o siafTing needs and seheduling, 1504
would like esting applcations 1o be submiticd by July 1| of this vear, The cosi ol a Deld inspee ton is

13 5000, A shipping point inspection and the apphicason of a sprout inhibitor are also required . Once all of
the inspections have passed a phy lomnitary export and sprout mhibitor ceriificaies can be issval.

Calendar of Events for July

July B<11: MPC Summer mee ings, Idaho Falls

July 9: United of Idaho Board meeting, 1daho Falls
July 8- 9: Vegelable Rescarch Tour

July 8: 130 pom. - Polabses, Onioms and Sweel Corn), Parma R&E Cenler
July 9 Maollhewr County Expenment S ton Neld dosy

July 14-<135; United of America Board Mee ting, Pasco WA

Julyl &: United Potalo Growers Summer mee ing, Red Lion Inn, Pocatello, 1T

July 22-23:  Idaho Polaw Commission Meeting Boise, [D

July 24: Twilight Rescarch Towr, Kimberly R&E Cenier, 5 pom.



