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Report Highlights:

In Fiscal Year (FY) 2007 (October 1o Sepiember), toial Colombian food and agriculiural imporis were
valued at 55.6 billion. The United States exponied 52.6 billion in agriculiural products, about 46 percent
of Colombia’s tom] agriculiural import market share. Colombia isthe leading destination for U.S,
agriculiural exports in South America, followed by Peru, Brazil and Chile. Colombia’s total imports of
consumer oriented products increased 8 percent in FY 2007, ked by US. exponts, up 12 percent 1o 5573
million. There are no major chan ges regarding legislation for exporting 1o Colombia
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II. Exporter Bisiness Tips

Tt will be eritical for U.S, exporters entering the Colombian market to understand the customer’s needs
and how o meet their purchasing requirements and specifications, Additionally, it will be important 1o
undersiand all Colombian standards and regul stions o avoid issues at pors of entry. Critical
considerations for market eniry include the following

#  Competition is based on quality, price and service;

«  Direct o consumers markeling stralegies are imperalive in onder to penetrate the market, such as
cooking demonsiralions, lastlings, among others;

# Social responsibility marketing iechniques continue 1o be very strong, using sales 1o generie
Tunding for social programs,;

o L5 suppliers should develop ways 1o meet the needs of the Colombian market through personal
visits 1o better undersiand the market and identily neads of buyers and consumer trends;

& Use consolidaton when exporing small amounts of produect;

+ Establish direct contact with hotel and restaurant chains
Dievelop business relationships with wop e xecutives like marketing directors, purchasing
munagers, and expose them to US. business practices;

« Pamicipate in local trade and promotion shows, such as Alimentec, Agroexpo and Expovinos,
and al s be part of trade delegations;

s Many Colombian companies” mpresentatives visit trade shows in the United States, such as the
American Food and Beverage Trade Show and the Fancy Food Winter/Summer Shows, which
are greal opporiunities o meel and educate Colombian imporiers;

+  Develop, o the exieni possible, Spanish marketing/communication malerials;

Work closely with bocal imponers o comply with food impont regulations o facilitate the
registration and import of food prodects and minimize por of eniry risks;

s  Support the imponer with promaotional campai gns.

LEGISLATION

The basic piece of legislation dealing with food products and human health in Colombia is Law 9 of
Janu:r_-,.- 24, 1979 {see text of Iaw O

normativid; 9 1979.pdl ). All decrees and regulations

produced since then artbam‘::l on the abov e-mentioned Law.

Congressional Law 1122 of January 9, 2007 in anticle 34 establishes the food and feed safety regulatory
robes for the Ministry of Health and Social Protection (MHSP) - National Institute for the Surveill ance
of Food and Medicines (INVIMA) and the Ministry of Agriculiure and Rural Development (MARD) -
Cobkombian Instilute for Agriculiure and Livestock (ICA).

The GOC muintans control over imports through the Ministry of Commerce, Indusiry and Tounsm
(MinCIT) All responsibilities in dealing with Colombian foreign trade have heen transferred (o the
MinCIT including the issuance of impon licenses and the registration of imports. The GOC has
increased INVIMA and TCA s inspec tion and food safety policy making role and plans to create more
specific rules for prsducis or group of products that will Facilitate irade.
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|Labeling requirements

[For Food prosduct s Er Raw muste rial 5 For fodod

s«  Name of the product; s NMame of the raw

+« Listof ingredients in decreasing order of weight content; malerial,

«  Neicontent and drained weight in metric uniis {i.e,, grams, ¢ List of ingredienis;
kilograms); ¢ MNelcontent;

»  Name and address of producer or processor, o Deame and address of

w  Name and address of imponer (in the case of impored the producer or
proclucts T,

« Lotidentification or “L" to identify production date, « Couniry of origin:
expiralion date, minimum shell-life, ewe. This informalion o Lot idenuGeation:

coukd be in numbers, numbers and lketers, bars, punched
data or grooves;

Each package must carry the expiration date and/or the
minimum shell-life in a legible, visible and indelible way.
Alsn, labels must include information on product
PrESErv i B

Insructions for product use;

Sanitary n:Ei.ﬂrlth:n number ssued by INVIMA,

Expiration date or
minimum shell life;
Conditions for product

COMSEryal ).

The above required information must be provided by the producer/manulac turer, i mporter or
distributor, No affixed sticker or label is allowed for expiration date and/or minimum shelf-life (“Best
before. ...”). This must be directly affixed to the packaging When the product consisis of, or contains
any, of the lisied food products or ingredienis that may cause allergies, they musi be declared with their
specific names as follows:

Breakfast cereals containing grain gluten (wheat, rye, oats, barley, spelt or any grain hybrid or

product);

Crustacean and their products:

Egps and by-product;

Fish and Mshery prodects;

Peanuls, sovbeans and their posducis;

Milk and dairy products, mcluding lactose;
MNuts and denved products;

Sulphites in concentratbon of 10 milligrams per Kilogram or higher,

There are other specific labeling requirements in ihe case of radiated food products andfor food raw

materials, bislechnology, dietary supplemenis, nuiritional labeling, food containing trans or satursied
fats and additives, In the case of food additives, when a product is declared as being 1D0% natural, &
cannol contain slditives,

OTHER REGULATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS







Spanish. For cenaim products where transbstaon is niod upphn:ﬂ}h the product mast be n!gmtrul in the
original language. See Resolution 25 of 2013 @ - Tid=31 .

Plant and Animal Health Permits

Unprocessed food used a8 raw materials by the food manulacturing industry or foodservice secior for
food preparation do not need an INVIMA sanitary regisiration; however, they do need health permits
from ICA and comply with the labeling regulations. ICA & responsible for the wsuance of impon SPS
permits for animal products, fresh vepetables and fruits, grains, pet food and agriculiural inputs,
including seeds and organic food. These permits come in the of phyio or zoosanitary certiflicates, which
néeed 1o be issued prior to the issuance of phyto or zoosanitary USDA expon cenificales.

The request submitiad by the Colombian importer to oblain ICA zoosanitary cenificates must be
sccompanied by all required documeniation o avosd delavs and posable rejections. ICA suthorities
speciflically request: Pon of departure (e, g Mimi, TS A), destination {complete addre ss and city in
Colombia), and trip (e.g. Miami to Barranquilla, if travel is direct, or Miami w0 Dominican Bepublic te
Barranguilla).

The Colombian imporier must first oblain the import permit from ICA be fore requesting an i mpor
license from the MinCIT. The imporier should provide the exporier with the KT A import permit so the
LLS. Deparimeni of Agriculiure (USDA) can reference ihe permil with bilateral compliance
agreements. USDA then issues a sanitary export certificate referencing the requirements in ICA s
import permil. No shipments should be losded and ransporied without the issuance of both
povernments” certificates. Whenever ICA issues new import health requirements, Colombia must
notily the WTO and allow a period for comment. Once implemented, both USDA s Food Safety
Inspection Service (FS15) and the Animal Plam Health Inspection Service (APHIS) place the
Colombian sanitary réquirements on their respective web pages.

For ICA approval, the product must:

I. Come from a USDA inspactad facility that s registerad with INVIMA, although ICA maintains

the approved list. Also, non-dairy and meéal éstablishments mus be registered with ICA;

Be Mree of disense

3. Beinspected by USDA prior o s shipment and include the USDA health e xport cenificate;
and,

4. Beinspected by an ICA veterinarian upon arrival in Colembia, Usually ihe shipment is
inspecied ai the port by both INVIMA and ICA o verify the compliance with the impon
regulations and sanitary requiremenis,

14
1

Sanitary Certificates

Decree 539 of 2004 issued by the MHSP establishes impon requiremenis @l poris of entry (POE)
including: 1y Preliminary impon approval issued by INVIMA through the VUCE. following the
pulelines of Decree 4149 of 2004, and Decree 2078 of 2002; 2) product health regisiration; 3) foods
that are exempl of product health registration must complete the INVIMA form for food raw materials.












L







Below is the CTPA TROQ) schedule according to agriculiural product or bulk commaodity:

= Base |TRQ(MT) [TRQ Annual [Phase Out | Safeguard
2018 Increase Period Trigger Level
[Yellow Comn 25% 2,814,201 3.0% 12 years
(White Comn 20% 182,923 5.0% 12 vears
19 vears
Rice Rl 102,878 4.5% {6 of 120 of TR
grace)
Sorphum 25% 28,142 2. 0% 12 years
[Dried Beans 40.2% 21,106 5.0% 10 vears 130% of TRQ
[ Animal Feeds ';f; 260,314 5.0% 12 years
[Pet Food 28% 13,711 B.0% B vears
Ll . I8 years
(st dunes cuas Syvor | 130%orTRQ
34214 4.0% _IEEL;EL
tm:xﬁﬂ:d chicken leg 0% (00 yeacs
i of grace )
[Spent Fowl 20% 492 3.0% I8 vears 1304 of TRD
[Standard Quality Beef | 51.2% 2814 5.0% 10 vears 140 of TR
Variety Meats 51.2% 6,401 5.5% 10 vears
[Pork Meai® 3% Ll ki it e 3 years
[Crude Soybean Oil 24% 39.478 4.0% 10 years
UCnse 28% 14.071 3.0% 10 years
filk Powder 33% 9,744 10.0% 15 vears
20%-
|Chme o 4,092 10.0% 1S years
zurt 20% 195 10.0% 15 years
uier J3% 975 10.0FE 11 vears
wessed Dairy 20% 1,949 10.0% 15 years
wduicis
flce Cream 2% S84 10.0:% 11 vears
[Maple Syrup* 5% Unlimited 5 years

*As of 20017, pork meal and maple syrup are free of duty a8 a result of the CTPA TRQ) phase-pul.

For furiher information please check the following link:

b A w weusir, govi irade -agree ment & free-lrade-agreemenisicobombi a-fiafinal-ie x

RICE: hiip: hopefiwoww ool -rce org)

POULTRY': hupe/iwww colom-peq.org/
V. Post Contact and Further Information




RELATED REFORTS

Check following link:

POST CONTACT INFORMATION

Office of Agricultiural AfTairs
U.S. Embassy. Bogotd Colombia
Carrera 45 No. 24B-27
Bogotl, Colombia

Telephone: (37-1) 2754622
Fax: (57-1) 2754525

e-mail : AgBogola® [as usda gov

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS)
L5, Embassy, Bogola, Cokunbia
Phome: (57-1) 275-2033

e-mail; Miﬂw.:l.mnlun@i'mi-uﬂla.guv

USDA Animal Plam Health Inspection Service { APHIS)
U.5. Embassy, Bogoli, Colombia

Phone: (57-1) 275-4572

Fax: (37=1)275-4571

e-mail: Roberto Gusman @ aphisusdagoy

COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT CONTACTS

Phviosanitary and Soosamnil L T

Minkstry of Agriculivre and Bural Development
Colombian Institute for Agriculure and Livestock (ICA)
Avenida Calle 26 # 85b — 0%

Bogotd. Colombia

Luis Amancio Aras

Technical Dhrector of Animal Quaranti ne
ICA -Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario
Avenida Calle 26 # 85b — 09

Bogotd, Colombia

Tel. (57-1) 332-3700 ext. 1160



e-mail: Gmancio.arias & ica pov.on

Wilkien Ramirez

National Coordinator of Plant Quarantine
ICA <Institute Colombiano Agropecuario
Avenida Calle 26 # 85b — 0%

Bogotd, Colombia

Tel: (57-1) 332-3700 ext.1 166

E-mail: wilkien ramirez@icagov.co

Food Product Registration and Health Penmits:

Minitry of Health and Social Protection
Matonal Insutule for the Survell lance of Food and Medicineg (INVIM A

Director Division of Food and Alcoholic Be verages
Sergio Alfonso Troncoso

Carrera 10 Mo 64 -28
Bogoti, Colombia
Phone: (57-1) 294-8 700 Ext. 3920

E-muil; slroncosord mvims, gov.on



