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The Food Safety Made raiza thon Act [(“FSMA®) paszed by Cong e in 2010 i= b= ing implemented by the Food and Drug
Administration ("FDA" ) over the bst thres years, Potato Growers have been wonder ng what impacts there might b
on theiroperations, Below & an important and time ly information piece from John Eeeling of the National Potato

Council. Please read this carefully; this & importa ft information

In Octobe r FOA Esued guidance documents on egistration requirementscontained in the Food Safety Modernimtion
Act [FSMAL There has been ana bundance of decussion on the impack of the FDA registm tion requirements. NPC
contacted FOA and obteined information on seve @ | websites that may be helpful in guiding g rowe rs on whether they
a e required to regeter. Those links are below. Activities ona farm, where potatoes [food) are grown, @ bed or
corsumed are exempied from registration. It appears that most activities conducted on a farm including packing and
siorage are exempt for regstration as long as the potatoes ffood was g rown, raksed or consumed” on the arm.
Genera lly anyone requined bo register under the Bioterrordsm Act k& required to register with FDA under FSRIA,

The link below Ekes you to the FDA we bpa ge with g uida e and "Ouestions & Answers” about registration = look at
the last s=tence in the answer toquestion 2.80 about the packing house on the farm as “one genera | physical
location.” The questions in Section B are pa micub riy helpful in clarfying wrioussituationsand determining what
corstitutes a farm and what activities would be reg ulated,

hittp ) fwww, fda . gov/Food /G uida nceCo mplia nceRegulatoryinformation/Gu ida nceDocuments/Food De fe reea nd Emerg

encyResponse/ucmO8 X703 htm

The link kelow takes you to a PDFof the booklet "W hat you need to know about registration of food facilities”

hitep :/ fwearw . Tda . povfdownbads/ Food /GudanceCompl B neefegulatory | nfe rma tho n'G uidance Doe ume nits fFood Defen
On page 5 zee “foods included in the mgulathion” that s hows “fruits and vegetables™ thenon page &, ==& the “thes
facilties don't have 1o register” whene you will find "farmz" and the a mociated definition. Entities mesting this
dafinition are exempt from registmtion.

Farms — ie., focilities in one generol looation devoted o growing and ha rve sting crops fwashing, trimming
outer koves, and cooling produce are part of horvesting ) and for roising onimal’s induding seafood . The term
“lorm” also includes fociities that manufocture/pocess, pock, or hold food, provided tha toll food wsed in those
activities is grown, raised, or consumed on thot form or another form under the some ownership.

The link telow takes you to the FOA we bpa ge on registration..
hitp e fda g ov/Food Foodsa e te/F SMA wem 3141 78 him.

50 based on our read of the FEMA requine ments and the Bioterraism farm definition ifyou [the famer)enly pack
yourown potatoes (g rown, risedor cons umed onyour farm ora not her farm under the same ownership) and do not
pac kampone elee's potatoes (e, diferent ownership), the n you remain a “farm® for purposes of registra tion and
don’t have to register. The converse is that if you do packanyone else’s potatoes, then you must reg sterthe packing
operation [but not the farm). One otherway a farmer would have to register & ifthe packing operation that they
own is not in the same genem | bcation as the farming operations (Le., facilities in one general lbcation), then the

pac king o peratioon wou ld need to regster.



We would be glad to run any specific situations by FDA orother expents on this egulation if that is he lpful to
ewa i\ ting individual situa tiores.
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Travk Blecker would ako be happy to help withary questions.
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