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AWEP FUNDING AVAILABLE FOR FARMERS IN THE EASTERN SNAKE FLAIN
AQUIFER REGION

Mareh 11, 2011 - Farmere in the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer region can apply for £ pecin | Ag rie wlt ura | W ter
Enhancement Program fl]ﬂl;lil‘g frarm the B atu ral Re=ouroez Comee rvalso n Sendice o carry out walter consenva lion

practices, Thesign-up pericd runs through &pril 15, 71011

The Idaho Water Resources Board (IWREB) received s pecial funding through USDA's Agricukum| Water Enhancement
Program to help stabilize the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer (ESPA). The project B a jpint effort by the daho Water

Resoumes Board and the NRCS.

“The Eastern Snake Pl in Aguiter provides all or part of the wa ter sup ply for morne than two million acres of rgated
agriculture in eastern ldaho, sakd Jeff Bunaell, Idaha NRCS 5@t Consena tlonist. "This project a ims o get mone water
inte the agquifer to help suetin it for the Barms, indusiries and towne the t depend on the water it provides.”

The W RE ident ified five actions to help mdwce ground water withdrawals and inc rease water reaching the aquifer
thmeugh infikration and recharge : Aquifer demand reduction; Conwersion to dry land farming: Transkion to crops
with kbwer wa ter requiements; Conversion from ground irfigation water to sudface water; and, Enhancing irrigation
systems o impmove water delivery.

Farmerscanapply for funding to insta ll conservation practices related to these five priorities. Financial support is
available through the NRCSand producers apply toand contract direct by with NRCS

“Work that may que lify for funding includes conve rting Irigated crops to dryland, repbcing leaky cana k and
diversion structures with plpe or concrete, converting ground water irrigation zources o suface wa e rsources, of

comering surface [rrigation to sprinkler systems,” Bursell sald

Stop inyour bcal NACS field office to find ow f this wluntary pogramcan helpyow For office bcations go o the NRCS Web s ke
at bt Awww s weda gov) ard leokfor "And a Service Cemter.”
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