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President's Report by Frank Muis

Febmmuy 15 an exciting month lor [dahodh polatoes. Mot only 1510 Matonal Polate Lover®s Month, bul a mapon
intermaiwoml eveni 15 lnking place in Idaho rghi now, The Specml Olympics World Winter Games begun
Febnury 7% and will continue through Febnuary 13%, Over 10,000 visitors from 95 countries are in Idaho for the
games, The ldaho Potato Commisson s a prowd sponsor of the event. This sponsorship has inchaded: 1)
awanding every athleie a custom Spudd y Buddy, enclosed in the official cobalt blue color of the Special Olympics:
2y over 8,000 potatoes donated for key meals to feed ihe athbeies and their families 3§ over 6,000 famows
ldahod polalo pins hamded oul;, 4) specml appeamnees of Spuld y Buldy ot several major events {athleies arownd
the wonkd all want 1o have their photogmphs 1aken with the Tamous mascet); 531 have been invited 1o present
the medals to the winning teams of the most popular event = floor hockey on Februsny 13™: and Minally, Denise
Austin conducted a stellile media tour on Febrnary 6™ speaking to news anchors across the comuntry about Idaho®
potatoes, their nutrition and value, and tie 1o Special Olympics.

I have had the opportunity to speak to families from all over the world, from South Africa to Russia, from Tndia
to China, and so forth. They wniversally respond, “Idaho® potaloes are the best in the world!™ A local news
anchor commented, ~All the visiting athletes are asking two questions: 1) Where are the potatoes and 2) Where
is the snow?™ ['m happy o sy they will be served loads of famows Idaho@ potatoes dunng their siay here. . and
il began o snow (al keast a trece) on Monday!

Government AfTairs Report by ra Kok

Al the Federal level, the focus has been on the stimulus package. However, other 1suss conlinee 1o be worked
on, albeil more gueily, Duwing the Matonal Polate Cowncil Pubie Poliey Conleremnce { NPC PPC ) Feloumry 23-
26, meetings are schedued with owr Congressonal dele g ion. agencies and allied indusiry gowps. Cur Idaho
group will ke splitting into teams 1o cover a wide mange of mectings from EF A on pesticide isues; USDATFDA on
GAP and Food Sale iy issues; o APHISPIM on Trade issues. Also imporiant io us 15 Transportaiion, and [GS4"s
Travis Blacker has siepped inlo a leadership mole in an imporant coaliion working 1o increase tnuck weights for
o axle vehieles. 1PC 1= working with [GSA as well,

Al the siaie level, the bad economic news continues and law makers sce litile alternative 1o redwcing education
lmding. The percentage of state general lund dollars going 1o education (over hall) makes it difficult 10 envision
hiow eduamiion Nmding can’t be louched in arder 1o meet the equrement ol a balaneed budget. The immigmion
isaLie was also center stlage this week. Brent Olmstesd of the Coalition for lmmigalon Reform made o
presentation (o hoth the Senate and Howse Agricul nee Affairs Commitices to lay ot the facwal recond reganding
immigration in Idahe. The coaliton anticipates that a mandatory “E-venfy™ Wl will ke introduced in the
Legslamre, perhaps as early as this weck.

Industry Relations Report 5y Tedd Comelion

IPC promotional programs mov e ldahovoelume to the forefront:

The Idaho Polato Commission Retail and Foodservice divisions nm numenows promotional pro grams that
siimulaie sles throughout the year. However, due 1o how many there are, and ihe many other things the 1PC
dioes 11°s hard 10 show dircet impsct. This year, lased on the strengh of the programs and the weakness of (he
overll polate mdusiry we can do just thai.

Imi late December and Januwry Idaho shipped over 700,000 CW T for three consecutive weeks. All other states
were ofl. What caussd thal? The IPC programs.



Dumrang that monih we had o major promoison with Publx | 1000 siores that are excluavely 1daho resul ing in

shipments in the hundreds of 1nicks per week).

We alsy were launching Polato Lover's Month Display Contest where 2-3,000 stores build major displays

resul g in hund ieds of ineremenial irekloads being ondered (and a shilt (rom non-ldaho product 1o [dabhod
potoloes s they can enter). In el over 125 Military Commisarics change Lheir onders wany [mom other slates
to Idaho just 1o partiipate.

Anoiher major relailer was rumning a ungue Idaho display program where Idaho had bins in lnmdreds of siores
1 hizt n|:l|1'r'|.:|||.:|-' don’l even slock an ldaho 'Ing.

In response to concems over Lhe size profile of the crop due 10 the deteriomting Foodservice indusiry, the IPC
launched a jumbs bin promotion whose gpal was ko help shill some of the 30-80 couni carions stacking up inlo
baes and hold the prcing of (he carton markel. Today there are dorens of relailers ordering jumbo b and oo
result, the caron market hos smyed where it was miher than crashed o projected,

To lurther help with cartons, the IPC ran major disiributor sales coniesis for 100 of the huge foodservice
dig trbuitors that make wp s much of the carton markel. This increased sles orders in Jammry [or o Febirinry
promsiEn

Alongwith the progams mentioned above, the IPC field growp visiis every retaiber in the US and offers them ad
supporl monies. Ads are directly related to volume. Anyihing in an ad requires the slores o slock up = giling
them to rum an ad means moie volume sald, 1o lamouny [daho ads were up 2% versis last year while the rest of
the industry was down 21%!

If youwonder il the IPC promotional progams are elTective and generate volume with ow s lomers, you need
loak no Nurther than the last montl.



