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Tomato and Potato Late Blight Alert Leaflet

In 2005, many gardenersand commerc il farmers in the Northeast saw theirentire crop of bvingly cared for

toma toes avemome with late blight and rot on the vine, while the plsnts withered up and died. Late bight &
devastating on both toma to and potato plants and once the disease has taken hold of the plnt there isvery little
that can be done to halt it progress. Last year the deeaze & thought to have started in tomate tansplnis and then
gpread from dizeszed tomato pl niz to hea iy tomaio and potate plants insurounding gardens and commencial

fie s,

Late blight ca n infect and kill pla nts within 30 days and the spores of pathogen can be camied in the air. The desase
outhres ks that occurred in the Northeast last year were mainly due to a new strainof the late blight pathogen clled
U522 There was ako anoutbreakof late blight eported on potatoes in southeastern kdaho last summer.
Fortunately, it was limited o onlya couple of fields. However, what is worrying is that it was dentified as being
caused by the new U522 strain of late blight, suggesting that it also came from infected tomato planis.

There were no confirmed reports last year in daho of late blght on tomatoes, but the presence of the U522 Eolate
suggest that late blight was pmbably mos widespread in southeastern Idabo than reported. daho potato growers
we e extremely lucky last year. Inthe Northeast, the U522 solate spread quickly from tomatoes to potatoes and
caused wides peead losses incommercial pota to crops.

Thiz year the e have alrsady been repors of Be bight found on tomatoes bought m & Walmart stere i Kentucky,
and thoe pla s were de ntifled az being produced in Michigan. With all the unseazonably wet wea the r we have
bisen hawing in ldahs in the past few wesks it is important that people remain vigilant for signs of bite blight in
tormatoes a nd potatoes. The attac hed lea flet iz decigned to help homeswners and growers ide mify dises sed plants
and inform them of what steps they can ke if thay think they have te blight on their pl nts.

For more information on late blight in daho you can @l the University of Ids ho k& blght hotline (1-800-791-7135)
O for instant updates on the statue of lake blight and other diseases in ldaho you can follow us on Twitter at

“hittp:f twitter.comfpota tod Esases” or sign up for SMS B3t mes=age natifiations by texting “follow potatodesases”
to 40404,



