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Government Affairs R eport
By Fat kele

This weck, 'l be meeting with many of the lvwyers From all of the major grocery stores aroumd the 1S and
Canada This anmal meeting gves ws a chance to be proactive and establish relations with grocery chains that
move our fresh, froen and dehydrated products. These relationships have bigdividends for our indus iy and can
help us prevent mislabeling of owr Idaho#) poiato produ s

“Well, in the when it mains it pows category...... In the last two weeks we got hit with the Mexican meking
related 1anff increases and the McDonalds review of pesticide use on potatoes. Both of these will be challengng
issues." — John Keeling Mational Polato Council.

Mext week, "Il ke in DC to meet with John and my counterparts from most of the other potato gow ng stales,
Whik there, we'll meet with key saifers from commitices important 1o our industry, our Congressonal
delegnion, federal agency personnel, and allied indusiry friends. We'll discuss the Endangered Species Act, the 6™
Cimcu L decision in the Collon case, Immigmation iswes, Chemical and Food Safety legislation, the Transportalion
Reauthornmtion Hills, WIC amd Schoo] Mutnton Reauthomnaton and PCH, We 're working wall many groups Lo
ndd iesx the Mexican Trcking TanfT isue as well, The key observation 1'd make is that elkections do have
consquences. The mgenda at the national kevel is much different than three months ags. A gncul e s going 1o
have to be more proactive if it wants to be a player on these key issues that could s verely impact our akality 1o
successlully operate our farms, sheds and planis.

Industry Relations Report

By Tedd Cormelison

FLMMin Promobon Hug Sieceses

Each yearwe enter the month of Felbnory with a couple of thoughts in mind, how long will this wanter lust and
how effective will the Polato Lovers Month promotion be? Well. I can amswer one of those questions; Fomlo
Lover's Month (PLM) was extremely sumccessiul. Entries, compared 1o last year were up 10, and due 1o that
success, we already have a partner signed up for next year's PLM. This partner is willing 1o assist in the promotion
by commaiting 1350 00000 to the cose! Meiures of the wanming enines showd be on the IPC websibe by mexi
monlh and | CHRCOIETEE Youl o lake a look al thete entrics becnse some the exhibas un.'qLI:iIl: LuLu-n.nﬂi.ng,

In congruence with this year's PLM, and due to industry concems, the IPC lunched another promotion aimed al
balancing the markei. The fear this year was that s ldabo geared up io meel e demands of PLM, which is a Hon
A or small bag promolon, we would sversupply the carton markel aml therelore dive carton prices down. Sa
enler the Jumbe Bin Promobion, Warehousss had the option of taking “jumbs™ potatoes, which s the prefermad
retml terminology for polatoes in the 40-60 count si/e mnge., and pulting them into comsumer bags. These bags
were then pul into bins which could be placed mght on the remiler's foorwithout any more unpacking or shelving.
The price on 40-60 count cartons prior 1o PLM was approximately $11.00. The price on 40-60 count camons
aller PLM remained an approximately 31100, There 5 now awide indusiey beliel that this promoton really
helped sinhilize the market and helped muoinizin corton pricing.

P ressum on Mon- A marke s

Just like the weather in Idaho, if you don’t like the potito market, wait aday and it will change. A month ago, our
charge was o lalance the carton markei with the mereased small bag prod weiion of PLM. Mow we have a new
concern, our shipmenis out of Maho for the pmst month have been very robust. The Morkotah crop, for the mosi
part, 15 now behind us and we have mostly Burlanks left. The sz profile of these Burbanks is on the small side.
therelore pulting an extreme amount of pressure on small bag pricing. The re 1s discussion of putting a final smeall
bag promotion logether for the year and trying o case this pressure. The challenge: our promotional monics are
exlasied die 1o the sicoess ol PLM and the Jumbo Bin Promotion, and cumently, ssme ware louses are reporiing
foirdemand for Mon-A, There 15 also discwsaon of another way to handle this siiwtion, warehouses could



voluntanly increase the minimum size of their Mon-A 1o 5 ounces, sending the 4 ounce polatoes 1o the processor.
The downside of this being, growers would only receive process price for these poialods.

Calend ar

April

20-24 Umited Fresh Pnxdice Assocmlion Convenbon, Las Vegm, NV

21 PEO (P roduceSupply org) meeting, L Vegas, MV at the front end of United Fresh convention,
25 Global Conlerence on Food Safety, Los Vegs, NV,

27-29 MPC Siale Managers mecting Washington, D.C.

Blay

5 United Potalo Growers of Idaho Board meeting. dahe Falls, 1T

B IECOPC Meeting. Twin Falls, 1T

14-15 IPC Commission Meeting Boise, 1D

I IFC Marathon, Boise, 1D

15-1% MEA Show, Chicags, 1L

June _ )

2 United Potaio Growers of ldaho Board Meeiing Idaho Falls, 1D

4 Amcrican Potalo Trade Alliance (AP TA ) mecting Wshingon, DC
) 1G5A Board Mecting, Kaho Falls, 1D

17=19 HPC Summer Boadd of Directors meeting. Richland, Wa

23-24 IFC Commission Meeting Boise, 1D

2R-30 S.W. Foodservice Expo, Dallas, TX

July

9 IGEA Board Mecting Maho Falls, 1D

31 REegsimation opens for 2000 Polato Expo to be held in Orlando, FL January 4 -6, 2000,
S

4 United Potato Growers of [daho Boand Mecting Idaho Falls, ID
17-19 FMI Sus tminability Summit, San Francisco, CA

Scptember

2-4 IG5A Anmml Convention, Sun Valley. 1D

3 IPC Commission Meeting 7:30 a.m. Breakfast. Sun Valley, 1D

14-17 LUSPE 2009 Stale/Mationa Workshop, Location TBA



