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USDA FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE FOR IDAHO'S DRGANIC PRODUCERS

April 11, 2011 = UsSDA's Hatural Resources Co nse reation Servioe [ NRCS) today announoed an additional funding
opportunity for cerified organic producers a nd those transitioning to organic production to im ple ment reso urce
corseration practices on theiragricultural o perations. The cutoff date for this Organic Initiative application period &
May 20, 2011.

“Thi iz the second sign-up period for the 01 1fea | year,” s id leff Bursell, “We hope thie addition | op po riunity
will allas mere arganke producers 1o get assetmnce in protecting the natural resaurces an their land a nd ereating

conditiorn that fecter agane production”

While organic farmers are invited to sign up fora ny and all of the RRCS conservation pogra ms, specia | funding
authorized in the 2008 Farm Bill is set aside just for orga nic fa rmers and those transitioning o onga nic.

The Organic Inkiative provides financial and tec hnical azset nce for onganic growers wa nting b implemem
corseralion practices that addmres resource Esues and help them meet Natom | Organic Program seoquirements.

"Organic farmers can reso e existing & vironmental problems on their farm by carrying out specific conservation
practices,” Bunsvell said.

“HRCS haz a varlety of conzeratlon peactices under the Environmental Qua liey Incentives Program thatcan help
organic prod ucers,” sald Marlon 'Winger, NRCS State Ag ronom L “Forex mple, planting cover oo ps to | e rease
nitregen in the sl or improving plant health threugh crop rotation or moreeffic ent nutrient manage ment wEing

compost,”

“Applicants will need to complete a screening worksheet for eithera ce rtified crga nic operation or transitioning to
organic production,” Burwell said.

Elgible produce rs include theee certified through USDA's Mational Orga nic Progm m, those trnrefioning to cert ified
organic prod uction, and those who meet organic standards but are exempt from certfcation because their gro=
annual organic sales are less than 55,000,

To karn morea bout theconsenvation practices, the Onga nic Initi tive or eligibility, contact the NRCS office inyour
ama. Find the one nearest youat hitpy Serwoarid. nres weda. goy) and click the link "Find a Service Center” at the end
of the |Et on the left side.




