IDAHO POTATO PULSE
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Please seethetwo importart USDA press releases below cortaining opportunities you may want to further
irnrastig ate,

Beaware the inspaction requirements for the borus product are the same as for potatoes purchased under
entitlerment — USDA's specifications require that the produc be inspected at destination. Therefore, bidders
will want to include recelving point inspections cods in their calculations,

USDA announces produce purchases oy Tom Kame

The U5 Department of Agriculture has announced a major purchase of a variety of comma dities for nutrition
programs, including potatoes, strawberries, pears apples and other items.

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced USDA's plan to purchase 5161 million in commodities April 30.

The USDA said the purchases will include up to 53 2 million in fresh and procesed apples; 518 million in
potatoes 57 million in strawberries 53 million in fresh and canned pears; 521 million for red tart cherries
1.1 million in blackberries: 55 million in dried figs; 59,3 milion in dried plums; and 518 million in cranberry
products.

For more information on purchase detalls, interested suppliers can contact the USDA contracting officer
throwgh the AMS Web page, hitp:/fwwow. amis usdag oy,

Mancy Foster, president of theVienna, Va-based U5, Apple Assaciation, said the planned pur chases will
benalit apple growers,

In particular, she sald growar s have suffered low prices for procassing fruit.
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Program questions: Clint Eva e, Assista nt State Consena tio nist for Programs, 208.378.5703
For Tec hnical questions: Rob Smpson, State (onseration Eng inesr, X8 378 5727

USDA FUNDS AVAILABLE TO PRODUCERS TO REDUCE WATER DEMAND

Boise, 1D, April 30, 2010 - F armers interested in increasing their waler efficiency can apply for finanaal
assistance from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NR.CS ) to employ specific water conserving



prachi ces. The s gn-up penod for funding from the Agrculiurad Water Enhancement Program {AWEP) runs
through May 28, 2010,

AWEP offers finanaal and technical assistance to help farm ers and ranchers complete activites that conserve
ground and surface water and improve water quality on agncultural lands including imgat ed cropland and
imgated pasture. For land to be eigible it must have been im gated two out of the last five years

“Last vear, the ldaho Water Resources Board, Idsho Sol Conservat on Commi ssion, and Portneuf M arsh
Valley Canal Company each recaved funding through the Agnoultural Water Enhancem ent Program for water
quantity or quality projects in central and eastern Idaho,” sad Jeff Burwell, ldsho NECS State Conservati onist.

“This is the second year producers in the project areas can 1 gn-up for speaal funding to carry out water
conservation practices,” Burwell smd. ‘Farmers con get support to shift to less water-demanding practices hike
converting irngated cropsto drvland or pl anting crops wath lower waler requirements.”

Ciherwork thst mmy qualily for Dading ind wdes vepl meing leaky comals mwd dy asion striciures wilth ppe o conerele;
cory el ing groamd waler irm gahon sowces losulace waler sources; as uchng surfl ace b galion waler regul ol ng
relevalr o aoineerllng surface imigslion Lospinkler sysiem.

MRCS contracts directly with agn cultural producers who are included in approved projedt arcas AWEP
funding goes to producers and not the entibies sponsonng projects.

Producers who apply for AWH? ass sance must meet Environmenta Cuality Incentives Program eli gbality
Pequirem ents.

Please contact your local NRCS office to seeif you are digibl e for AWEP funding. T o find the location of
vour local NRCS office visit the NRCS webate at http: 'www idnresusdagov/ and dick the link “Find a
Service Center” af the end of the list on the left side.
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