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ICE launches workplace immigration crackdown
By SUZANNE GAMBOA

WASHINGTON — The Obarma ad ministration launched imve stigations of hundred s of busiresses around
the country Wednesday as part of its strategy to focus immig mtion enfbree ment on the employers w ho
hire illegal workers.

Immig ration and Customs Enforcerment has begun notifying businesses of plans to audit their 1-9 forms
— employment eligibility docurments that employers fill out forevery worker — the agency told
members of Congress inan e-mail Wednesday.

Immig ration officers served "Motices of Inspection™ to 625 businesses, the Hormeland Security
Departiment said. By comparnson, 503 such nobices were issued o businesses last year, the agency
said.

Employers are required to keep the 1-9 forms and miust check the authenticity of docurments provided
by the employes. The Homeland Sscunty Departrment said it would ot releass the rarmes or locations
of the businesses that are being audited because of the ongoing imestigations.

"ICE is committed to establishing a meaningful 1-9 inspection program to promote compliance with the
law,™ John Morton, Imrigration and Custorns Enforcerment director, said ina staterrent. “This
ratiormwide effort isa first step in ICE's longterm strategy to address and deter illegal employrment.®

Presdent Bamack Obarma has sad his adrministration’s strateqy for stemmiang illegal [mrmg ratio m would
focus on ermployers who hine illegal workers,

The Bush administation was criticized for deplying armed agents to aid busiresses and arrest
workers suspected to be working illegally. Critics said the Bush adrministration did rot do enough o go
after the ernployers.

The Dbama ad ministration has been trying to build its credibility on immigration enforcement to boost
the chances of passing an immigration reform bill n Congress. The ad ministration has doubted whether
it has enough votes nght mow to pass immigation reform But sorme members of Congress ememged
froma meeting with Obarma last week saying immgration reformoould be done by the end of the year
or early next year.

The [-9 awdits are certain to cause concem among empbyers who have co mplained that dentifying
illegal workers is frawght with preblerms, from recognizing fake idertity documents made to ook
authentic to risking vio bting anti-disciminaton bws.



Horeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano has said investigations will foc us o n businesses that
krow ing ly hire immigrants who cannot legally work inthe US

"Ermployers want the rule of law, They want a level playing field, but it has to be combined with being
able to get the workers they need in a kgal, elabke way, That's what we are looking for in immigration
reforrm,” said Tarmar Yacoby, president ard CED of IrmigrationWorks USA, a ratioral group of
employers who support immigration reform

The group wants bwrmakers to craft immig ration eform lag islbon that will mabke it easser for
businesses to hire temporary wo rkers,

Irmimig mtiorWorks USA recently lobbied Capitol Hill on immig ation reform A andout distributed to
attend ees was called, "Dont Wait for ICE to Knock on the Door.” 1t gave tips for preparing for
irrmigration audits and work site investigations.



