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Drear Potaio Indusiy Members,

This 15 the most recent 5inkeholder Update prepared by USDA APHIE We wanied 1o gve youan opporiumiy o
receive the latesi imformaiion concerming the polaio cysl nemaiode { POMN) linding in the Shelley area.
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Potto CystNematode (PCH) Stak eholder Update
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SITUATION SUKMMARY

o Apnl 19, 2006, officials of USDA s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service { APHIS) and the Idaho Staie
Department of Agriculure {18DA) announced the detection of potato cyst nematede { FPC M), Globodera pallida,
a mapor pest of pololo crops. Ths was the [irst detecion of ihe pest in the Unied Simies. The nemaicde cysis
were de becled dunnga mouline sirvey of lare soil al an 1SDA gader facilily in castern ldaho. Subseguent 2006
surveying to de lermine the possible orign and distnbution of the pest in Idaho confinmed seven PCN positive
fields, all located in close proxumity, within Bingham and Bonneville Counties, Idaho. In esponse 1o the
detection, Canada, Mexico and Korea shul of T importaton of potatoss from Maho, while Japan cut ofT
importation of potatoes from the entire .S The positive (iclds and an arca sumomding the fields were placed
under a Federal Domesie Cusrantine Onder amd paralle]l Swie Rule esmblishing resie bons on planting and
movemenl ol cerlain |'¢'|;|.|1:|I.Ed artick s Mrom ldalo in order 1o prevent the :r.lrl:ml al PCH.

A trace of seed sources for the positove lelds did not yield any evidence that seed was the sounce of infestaiion.
Ower 90% of the 2006 Idaho certified seed poiato crop was surveyed and found ne gative for PCN. Other sowrces
of introd uction such as imporied fam equpment, nirsery siock, foreign Mower bulbs, and otler soil bearing ilcims
were imveshignled wathout providingany lemds as 1o the ongn of the inlestition. Asa sl of the exlenayve
surveying negitive test results and the regulatory actions of USDA and 18D A, Canada and Mexico opened their
markets to Idahe potatoes with some esinctions. Japan allows potatoes from the W5 except for Idaho provided
the product is nol from Idaho sced.

Im 2007 15DA and US0A i bated a progam o ircal Delds which have tested posinve for PCH. The progmam

i ludes pre=-tieaiment sunpling fumigition, and post treatment sampling for up (o two Irealmenls per year.
The I5DA contmcts with growers for activities related o emdication of PCH from infested Delds including nccess,
tilling, irmigation, and maintaininga bicfumigant plantingat a fixed cost per aere. The first fumigation process
was completed in May 2007, A bio-fumigant oil radish planted on the Nields added an additonal measur of
conirol and prevenied soil erosion over the summer monihs, The oil radish planis were tilled inio ihe fields o
Ic |ﬂ|:|1ill1. urgnl.ir il ler and :|I|:j iveile Lhe sail and releass a cu:npuill:ul which is loxie 1o the nemalades. Mo
crops were gown for harvest in the infesied fields in 2007, The second fumigiion treatment was completed in
Augsl 2007,

O Movember 1, 2007 a Federal Interim Rule and Idaho State Rule weni into effect, providing the framework for
continued protection of [daho and 1.5 polato inleresis. Suceessiul sumey, regulatory and erad ica ion activities
snce Lhe imitial de ieetion in 2006 have facihimied some regulatory rebiel in Idaho while forvarding the progmm
n-l:jrl:l!i'rc.'l ol |1|1:'1.'|::||I!i1|5 1he spl'r,::uﬂ al PCH, {k]imi!ingtl:ﬂ: curtenl inflesiation of PCH, n:ndi::ling_l‘f_'ﬂ,
resloring lost polate markets, mamilaimingexis ing polato markelts,

Fe gulaied articles will require either a imited permit or a cernficate 1o move from the regulaied areas.
Equipmeni moving lrom regulaiod arcas may be requared i be cleaned. Cleaningcan be done by USDA or by



privaie pariies, but USDA or 1ISDA must certifly the cleaning Based on a sequence of surveys, areas can be
rebeased from regulation. For bow risk Nelds, one single survey with neg ive resul is can quulifly equipment 1o
move [mom the surveyed Neld sathout cleaning Complete dere gdason of Nekds reguies al leasl pvo negative
surveys taken by USDA or ISDA with ot leasta ten month interval be lveen saveys

On Movember 28, APHISconflirmed PCH in one additional field in Bingham Comiy, ldaho asa result of
continued intensive smpling This represenis the eighth Deld infested with PCH in the regulated area in Idakho.
The Neld has been regulaied mnce Awmstl 28, 2006 under the Federal Onder, Interm Rude, and [daho Siate Bules
covering PCH in ldaho, The Neld is adjacent 1o two of the other infested Nelds.

Approximately 3000 acres regulated by the Federal Order in Avgst of 2006 were released from regulaled s@tus.
Additonally, com and small grain were removed from the list of regilated aricles. Peas and beans were added 10
the list of re gdaied articles

In an effon o provide the best proleciion possible 1o the polato produe tion and marketing sysiem,
approximaiely 125 felds were added o the regulated area in pans of Bingham, Bonneville, and JefTerson
Counties. These DNelds are known to have been farmed by an operaior the same year as he farmed one of the
infested fields dunng the past 10 years and had at least one crop of polatos during the past ten years.

In March 2008, monre than 1400 acres of rmland in Bin ﬁmm and Bonneville Counties nln;-:ﬂ-ul]}' :nm]‘lhmd i
soil survey protocol, resulting in their release from Fedeml Regilabion,

In June and July 2008, the PCH Progam deregulated over 580 acres of farmland subjec ed 1o intense survey and
found mee of PCM.

UPDATES AND EELATED INFORMA TIOM:

= The PCH Progmm has been conducting trace-forsand sinveys in Maho ficlds where seed from fanms in
Alberta, Canada, infested with Golden Potaio C yst Mematode was planied. All but one of the Idaho locatons
have been surveyed. This last famm is scheduled 10 be surveyad this fall { Seplember - October). Lab results
[rom these trsce-lorsand srveys are all negitive 1o dale.

= [SDAs Food Quality Assumnce Labormilory in Twin Falls hes Dnished the development of thar proced wes
for assessing the viability of the cysis collectad by the PCN Frogmm in the B infested Delds in eastemn
Idaho. These viability asscssments provide vahmble information on the efficacy of fumigation treatments,
an integral component of our eradication effort. The resulis help us determine when 1o take the nextsep
toward our wliimaie goal of PCH eradication and the subseyuent release of infesiad Diclds.

«  Seemlicanl expaimion of Lhe PCM P rogram soil procesang lnbomlory in ldaho Falls contmies The
exponsion will double the number of microsopes available for soil mmple processing This capocity should
fmcilitate faster test results for growers. The lab expansion in daho Falls alss provides the abilty 1o conduct
viahili Iy assessments, formerly done exclusvely at the Twin Falls lab. Having two labs wath viabihiiy
assessment capability assuwes sulficient capacity 1o process all the viability samples in a tmely fashion.
Fuinally, the lab expansion will allew the processing of mabnonsd PCMawvey samples without showing Lhe
procesang of Moho samples,

#  The first Namigation treatment of PCH positive fields for 2008 was completed in May and a second is
scheduled for mid-Auvgst.

* Inresponse o complainis about an offensive odor msociated wath last year's oil mdish cover crop, the
pro gam will swiich 1o yellow blossom clover fior this year's summer hio-secunty planiing.  Addi tonal
sanmer cover opliom are being evalimial for 2009,

SAMPLING INFORMATION:
¢ To date, nearly 1335000 soil sumples have been collectad and analy zed 1o suppont Idaho’s freedom from
PCH.
= Roughly 42,000 pre and post=-fumigition sumples hove been analy aad in connccion wath PCH erdcalion
realmenls.

= Through hme, 2008, the PCM Program has collected 13,134 samples from 170 prod ue tion Nelds, 25 sced
fields and 44 trace-forward fickds.



