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The following is an update on the inclusion of fresh potatoes in the WIC program from the
Mational Potato Council:

Attached |za copy of the bipartiean letter co-authored by Congrezsmen Greg Walden (R, OR-2) and
Gregory Meeks (D, NY-&) to Secretary Vikack requesting the inclusion of potatoes in the WIC program, It
was signed by 93 membe rsof the U5 House of Represe nta tives —55 Re publtans and 38 Democcrats—
and sent to Secretary Vilmck yesterday (July 2, 2012). Inaddition to the signatures included on the
copy of the ketter, a complete list of those who signed can be found on the attached Excel s preadshest
You'll see from the list that you all dese ree an enormous amount of credit for making this lettera
SUCOBSE,

A joint press releasze from Repe. Walden and Meeks can also b found immedia el below. Included in
the press releaze iz a link to a YouTube video that the Congrez=men rmacde advoca ting for potatoes in
WIC The video & undera minute in length, We encourage you to share all of these kems fa rand wide
with your indust iy and media contacts,
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Greg Walden and Gregory W. Meeks urge Agriculture Secretary to
allow fresh, white potatoes to qualify for supplemental nutrition

program
Walden and Meeks lead bipartisan coalition of Y3 Members in the House to ask

Secretary to preserve nutriious. low-cost fresh fruit and vegetable options for
families

Tick here or on the image below to watch a message from Heps. Walden and Meeks




WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.5 Reps. Greg Walden (R-Ore.) and Gregory W. Meeks (D-N.Y.) today
announced a bipartian effort calling on U 5 Department of Ag rc ulture (US04 ) Secretary Tom Vilsack to
reverse his department’s deckion to ban fresh, white pota toes from the Women, Infants, and Children
(W C) suppleme ntal nutrition progam.

“Fresh potatoes—especia lly those grown in Oregon=—are loaded with nutrients, and WIC pa fticipants
should be free to choose them as a healthy, low-cost way to feed their fa milies. Excluding them from the
WIC prog ram se nds the wrong signal about their nutritiona | value, and the Secretary sho uld reconsider
the de pa tment's decision in the light of overwhe lm ingly bipa rtisan opposition,” said Rep. Walden.

“Fresh, white potatoes are & cornerzione of mamy freshly pre pared, home-ooo ked meals a mund the
country. WIC participant in Mew York's sinth congressional diztrict come fram rich and dive e cultural
bac kgrounds, and = hould be given the opportunity to choose how o feed their families. The WIC
prog am should encourage a well-bab noed variety in America e’ diets, not restrict acorss to asingle
vegetable,” sid Rep. Mee ks,

The Oregon Potato Commisen cheered the letter.

“With the stroke of a pen, Secreta ry Vikac kcan make a commonsense cormection and immediately close
the loophole that excludes nutrient-rich fresh white potatoes from the WIC program. For too long,
potato growers in Oregon and ac ress the country have argued that adding our crop to the program
would help participa nts stretch their household budgets and deliver nutrients their families require. We
are encouraged that 93 Members of the House are helping us urge USDA to follbw the Btestdietary
science and add fresh white potatoes to this important nutritional program,” said Ma iy Myers, Oregon
Potato Commision Chairman and Western Business Manager of RD Offutt Company Fa rm Division.

The letter was signed by 93 members. The USDA iscurmently finalizing regu b tions for the supplemental
nutrition progra m forWaomen, Infants, and Children. Fresh, white potatoes are the only fruitor
vegetable excluded from the WIC program out of more than 2,200 in the marketplace.

According to USDA data, a medium white poio baked and eaten with the ckin provides mare fol e —
or folc acid—than coo ked carmot or sweel potatoes, Folite i pecesary for the production and
maintem ree of new celk, which & especia lly important during preg nancy,



Fresh, white potatoes are not only nutritious, theyare economical. According te USDAdata, at 10 cents
per ha f-c up serving, boiled white potatoes are the chea pest frut or vegetable avaibble from the

produce aklke.

The letter is part of a boader effort inthe Ho use to reverse USDA's proposal. On June 19, the House
Appropriations Committes approved its fiscal year 2013 agriculture apprpriations bill that inc luded an
amend ment that would prevent the USDA from implementing it proposal to exclude white potatoes for
oneyear.
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