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Section 11, Food Additive Regalations:

Section [TL Pesticides and Other Contami nants:




Section 1V, Packaging and Container Reguire menis:

Lection V. Laboling Begoiremenis;







the FAS website www. [is usda gov.

The lollowing table provides the name of the law/legislation and regulatory agencies that alTect cértain
regulations for importalbon of food produects 1o the local marker:

Hegulations Latory Agency _ _ Law/Legislation
eight & Measures inistry of Economy Consumer Protection Law
INS

ood Sanitation AL [Health Code

A nimal Quarantine IDGG aw for Agriculural
=Ty [T RN
arine Products %sm_ Health Code
eal & Meal Products G
Llex Sanilation

Ez'm.: & Alcoholic INSAL/Ministry of rlmm Code

EVEraEes SOMMT Y
Emmic Foods & Health |MIHSAL rle.allh Code
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Section VIL Facdility and Product Registration Requirements:

In peneral, most products are subpect 1o lab tests when undergoing routine controls and when the
product is registered. The GOES requires that imponers be regisiered with MINSAL, Importers must
also register each produect w be imponied with the MINSAL to énsure the product is It for human
consumption, A product that is registerad underpoes physical, chemical, microbiological and other
related tesis o determine that it meets mdnimom health and anitary sandard<. Repiiration of a
product, once granted, is valid for five vears, MINS AL has cresied an online impost permit mechanisan
that is linked 1w Customs 1o expedite food import proce dures,

In the pasi, while all of the above requirements were official government policy, few were actually
enforced. Most products were nol regisiered. Imponiers were able (o import most processed products
with a notarized lever from the manufaciurer stating the product is Gt for human consumipd ko,
However, MINSAL is now enforcing the product registration requirement and does nod allow any
imporied food prodect inie the country sathout re gistration. Product reg siration costs USS35.00 per
product, plus the microbiological analysis that ranges from LSS50 (o USS100 per product. The kocal
postal system is not used 1o send product samples 1o El Salvador. Product registration takes
approximately two 1o Lhree weeks.

According 1o the health suthorities in El Salvador, the following information is required for an exporier
o register a product:
s An application must be fled s the Environmental Health Deparume nt of the Minisiry of Health,
which shall include the following information:

. Petitioner’s name and address.
Description of the product.
Name, address and 1elephone number of the establishment or factory where the product is
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Section VW IIL Odher Certifi cation and Testing Reguinements:
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o the one established and madniaingd in El Salvador, Esach shipment that contains meat and meeat
prodlucis from a foreign country must include an ofTicial certificale of mes imspection from the country

of origin in Spanish.

In addition, o oblain the impont permit, meal-processing plants must be inspected and cenified by a
DGO inspector and the importer must present a lab anal ysis for pesticide residue and heavy metals,
Under ihe CAFTA-DR agreement, E]l Salvador granted equivalence o the U5, inspeciion system for
beel, pork, pouliry and dairy products and no longer requires plani-by-plant inspeciions.

FASSan Salvador and APHIS negotiated with the Ministry of Agriculture a new protocol for pet foods
that reflects the current U.S. staus as negligible risk country for these products granted by the Workd
Animal Health Organization (OIE). Beel impon regulations, including bone-in beef, are in line with
OIE specilicaions for U.S. negligible risk status. Dairy products also must contain a microbiological lab
analysis. In addiion, equivalence for U.S. table eggs is under negotiation with the Minisury of
Agricullure 1o avoid plant by plant inspections. There are no special packaging or conlainer siae
requirements in El Salvador.

Section X, Import Procedures:

Usually when clearing a product through Customs, & Customs ingpector, & Customs police officer, and a
MINSAL inspector are involved in the process. English is the commercial language used for import
documents. On average, il takes approximately three o five days o ¢lear a product through cusioms.
Most importers use a customs agent o ex pedite the cleanng procedures. At this time, there is no
appeals system in place for disputed product rejections,

The steps in custom ¢ learance for a prepackaged loodstulT are:

¢  Request Import Permit from DG,

¢ Once the import permit has been granied by DGG, the importer must take the sanitary
registration, packing list, hill of lading., msurance policy, airway bill, shipping
informetion and product invoices (o the Revenue Depart ment @ the Ministry of Finance
o get the policy for payment of imporn L (T

# The impon policy has o be cleared by Customs, Cusioms police and the Begional
Organization for Agriculural Sanitation (OIRSA-Organismo Intemacional Regional de
Sanidad Agropecuania).

¢ Customs police conducts a product inspection.

o  Once product has been cleared by Customs Police it can be withdrawn by the imporner.

MAG has an online sysiem Lo process impon permils for dary, meal and Tresh produce called
Agricullural Food Salety Infomation System (SISA). Importers have access 1o this system with an
suthorized PIN and no longer have 1o visit MAG oflicés o réqued import permils. Acconding 1o MAG,
this new procedure is part of a GOES proces (o expedite import as well as expont procedures, These
procedures are due 1o incrensed trade as a result of El Salvador's continued negotiations of free trade
agreements. This system can be accessed at MAG™s website www. mag. gob.sv,

The Ministry of Health also has an online system Lo request import permils for food products. This
ﬂwem can be accessed at the following website: hilpo/usam.salud.gob.sv/indes.phiservicios/en-

. Information of cosis for different services such as import permits and




product regisirations can also be Tound s this webhsite.

The GOES has a one siop mechanism called "CIEX" {(ImportExporn Process Center) located at the
Ceniral Bank, This single window mechanism was developed o expedite the import/expon procediure,
To use the mechanism, the first step is for the imporier o regisder ai the Imporis System (SIMP) ai

www cieselsal viador.com and siep two is for the importer 1o make a monetary deposit af the CIEX
window located in the Salvadoran Central Bank. which will be deducted every time there is an impont

authorization approved for each impon made. Authonzaton time al the CIEX window 1s approsimate] v
30 minules.

Section X. Copyright and/or Trademark Laws:

The Law of Trademarks and Other Distinctive Signs, approved in 2002, brings El Salvador closer o
compliane e with the World Trade Organizaton’s (WTO) Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intelleciual Propery Rights (TRIPS). The law reinforces established regulations for the acquisition,
registration and protection of irademarks, logos, stalements, distinctive advenising signs, and
peographical indications. The law also makes it more difficult w register a trade mark already in use
outside El Salvador—panticularly well-known marks—by requiring the person stiempling to register the
mark to show that he s authorieed o do =0, El Salvador has also pined the Paris Conventon and the
Berne Convention, both became effective in February 1904, Additionally, El Salvador is a member of
the Workd Trade Organization (WTO) and a signatory (o the agreement on TRIPS,

To comply with CAFTA-DR obligations, El Salvador approved a series of reforms 1o intellectual
property laws, The concepl of irademarks was ex panded to include marks in respect of goods and
services, collective mark s, and ceriification marks, and thai geographical indications are eligible for
protection as marks., The law now provides for rules on domain name management that requires a
dispute resolution procedure Lo prevent rademark ©vber-piracy. Regarding copyright and related righis,
the law provides broad protection of copyright and related rights. For instance, each party maust provide
copyright prodecizon for the life of the author plus T vears, or 70 years {for corporae woiks). R
clarifies that the right 1o reproduce literary and artistic works, recording. and performances encompasses
[Emporary copiées, an important panciple in the digital realm. It also calls for esch pary Lo provide a
right of communication o the public, which will further ensure that copyrig ht holders have the
exclusivity to make their works available online, and specifically protects the rights of performens and
producers of phonograms

An individual can sequire éxelusive trademark rights by régistering a branded product with the Matonal
Registry Center (CNR). Trademark regisirations are granted for a period of 10 vears and can be
renewed indefinitely for similar periods. It is mandatory to record assignments, change of name and
sddress of the registrant, and used licenses affecting trade marks registered in El Salvador,

El Salvador’s legal system provides a series of effective actions to combat any illegal procedurss
regarding irsdemarks, CAFTA-DE provides that law enforcement agencies musi have asuthorily to seize
suspecied pirated and counterfeil goods, the equipment used to make or transmit them, and docume ntary
evidence, The courts are also given suthorily o onder the forfeiure andfor destruction of such ilems,
Enforcement actions could also be aken without waiting for a formal complaint. Besides in
determining damages, the parties should take into account the value of the legilimaie goods a8 well as
the infringer’s profits. El Salvador now applies criminal penaliies against counierfeiting and piracy.
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including end-user piracy.

The followimng mformation s required to register a trademark or brand name:;

Name of product manufacturer.

Address,

Lis of products that are manufac ured under each specific brand.

Beagd logo,

Power of altomey legally notari sed by the neared Salvadoran Consulaie,

Registration centificate from the country of origin legally notarized by the nearest Salvadoran
Consulate.

Once the power of aliorney his been duly registerad al the Salvadoran Product Registration
Office, a sworn dec laration of adoption for each registerad brand is also requested.

El Salvador, Guate mala, Honduras and Micaragua signed a Customs Union Treaty on June 305, 2000.
Under this treaty, any local food or beverage product having sanitary registration in any of the signatory
countries will be valid in the rest. This does not apply to US. products.

El Salvador is a ssgnatory country since 2002 of the 1996 WIPD Copyright Tresy and of the WIPD
Performance and Phonograms Treslyv, Under CAFT A-DR obligations, El Salvador also joined the
Pate nt Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and the Budapest Treaty on the Intzrmational BEecognition of the
Deeposit of Microorganism for the Purposes of Patent Procedure,

Appendix I, Government Regulatory Agency Contacts:

Agency: Ministerio de Salud Pablica (Minisiry of Public Health).
Departamenio de Saneamiento Ambiental (DS A -Food Safety Division)
Contact: g, Amokdo Cruz
Address: Alameda Roosevell. Edificio Laborsiorio
Central Dr. Max Bloch, San Salvador.

Phone:  {503) 2205-1614

e-mail: atd o arcrue @ sadud. gob. § v

Agency: Ministerio de Agrnculwra y Ganaderia (Ministry of Agricullure).
Dirececion de Gansderia {Livestock Division)

Conuset: Victor Torres

Address: Final 1| Ave. Nore, Sants Tecls, La Liberiad. El Sal vador
Phone:  (503) 2210176463

e-1mail: victor worres @ mag . pob. sy

Agency: Ministerio de Agriculiura v Ganaderia (Ministry of Agriculiure),
Division de hocuidad de Alimentos {Food Safety Division)

Contact: Guadalupe Diaz Nuila

Address: Final | Ave. None, Santa Tecla, La Libenad, El Salvador.
Phone:  (503) 2202-0804/2210-1763

e-mail:  guadalupe diaznuila@ mag.gob.sv
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»  Agency: Ministeno de Agrnicultura y Ganaderia (Ministry of Agriculiure)
Direccidn General de Sanidad Vegetal (Plant Health D vision),
Contact: Douglas Escobar
Address: Final | Avenida Nofte, Santa Tecla
La Liberiad, El Salvador.,
Fhone: (503) 2210-1748
e-mail:  douglisescobar@ mag. pob.sv

#  Apency: Minsierio de Economia (Minsiry of Economy )
Defensoria del Consumidor (DDC-Consumer Protection Agency )
Contact: Y anci Guadalupe Urbina Gonzdlez
Address: Calle Circum valacidn # 20, Plan de la Laguna, Antiguo Cuscatldn.
Phone: (503) 2526-SNN)

e-mail:  sencionaloonsumidor@defensoria. gob.sv

»  Apency: Regional Orgmnization for Apnculursl
Saniation (OIRS A-Organismo Intermacional Regional pars Sanidad Agropecuaria)
Contact: Ing. Edwin Aragdn
Address: Final la, Avenida Norie v Avenida Manuel
Gallardo, Santa Tecla, La Libertad, El Salvador,
Phone: (303) 222B-TB41/2228-TR9D
e-mail:  garagon @ pirsa.ong

#  Apency: Salvadoran Body for Technical Regulations
(OSARTEC- Organismo Salvadorefio de Reglamentacion Técnica)
Contact: Mariana Gomez
Address: Lra Calle Poniente, Final 41 Avenida None, # 18, Colonia Flor Blanca,
San Salvador, El Salvador.
Phone: (503) 2595335

e-mail:  mgome@osanec. pob sy

Appendix IL Other Import Specialist Contacts:
« Company: MUDISA
Contsct:  Vilma Galver
Address: Calle Chaparrastique # 34, Zona Industrial Santa Elena,
Antiguo Cuscatlin, La Libertad.
Phone:  (503) 2210-3200
e-mail: 3 i i v



